First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

Postage

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

Capital Christian

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

Vol. 71 No. 3
March 3, 2020

FCC IN MARCH
MISSION OF THE MONTH—MARCH
NEW HOPE COMMUNITY

LENTEN SPECIAL SERVICES
LENT DEVOTIONAL

Our mission of the month for March is New Hope Community—our friends and neighbors
who are looking forward to their tiny homes to be built in our
parking lot!
New Hope Community has been working hard on developing
their governance and really creating a true community. As
they continue this process you’ll also be seeing more activity
as various infrastructure needs like electricity are completed.
There are all kinds of ways you can become more involved and
support this project and the New Hope Community—from volunteering at the welcome desk, to donating supplies or help
with financial support.
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Open Minds

POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN
COMES TO WA!
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Dr. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
The news and media is filled with stories of how the coronavirus is spreading. They tell us multiple times a day how many people in our state and community, across the world are being affected. It is difficult not to become unnerved. Yesterday I had 3 different appointments cancel due to illness. We went to Costco and the grocery store this week for our monthly "big shop" - to stock up on all of the
staples. We found the shelves at both Costco and the grocery store depleted. It was eerie
to walk through empty aisles. The panic was palpable. I would be less than honest if I did
not say I find myself worrying too. It is tempting to completely succumb to fear and anxiety.
Temptation is where Lent begins. Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
"tempted by the devil." It's tempting to hole up and avoid going out, avoid gathering, fearful of coming into contact with the virus. And for some it makes sense to be careful. But I
want to invite us to step into another perspective. Let's turn from fear to covenant.
Process theologian and scholar Dr. Casey Sigmon teaches that the word covenant etymologically comes from the Latin word convenire which means to convene or to assemble, to
come together. We are covenant people. We live in covenant with each other, with our
Region, with our General Church and with the community in which we live.
What does it mean to gather, assemble or convene in a time when we are being told that
it might be important for the safety of community to stay home, to isolate ourselves? Is
there a way to be together even as we need to be a part?
When Jesus enters the wilderness he goes alone. No disciples, no followers, no John the
Baptist to accompany him. Temptation is something he must face by himself before he
can assemble the others. But, of course he is not completely alone. God is there. The Spirit
has led him into that place and the Spirit will lead him out.

BLINTZAPALOOZA!
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020
Time: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Location: Temple Beth Hatfiloh, 201 8th Ave. SE, Olympia, WA 98502
Details: Join us for bagels, blintzes and books! Frozen
blintzes will be available for purchase to take home. This
is a cash-or-check only event.
Bake Off Competition: Strudel
The bulk of the proceeds from the 2020 / 5780 Blintzapalooza will go to support the difficult work being performed
by a network of attorneys and other legal professionals
and staff that provides a meaningful voice and advocacy to those escaping oppression and
worse; those who seek our nation’s historic promise of liberty and law in an increasingly
hostile official environment.

CULTURAL CELEBRATION
Saturday, March 7TH from 10am—6pm in the
Marcus Pavilion at Saint Martin’s University free
family event! Music! Dance! Art! Crafts! There
will be incredible food available for purchase.
You can see the complete line-up here: https://
www.ci.lacey.wa.us/city-government/citydepartments/parks-and-recreation/special-park
-events/ethnic-celebration

In covenant consider:
1.Stay home if you are not feeling well: you are not alone, we are a community and we can
love and care for each other even when we cannot be together physically. Often we believe
that we should power through illness. We allow ourselves to believe that the community
Continued page 3
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Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, March 1:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday, March 8:
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17 or
Matthew 17:1-9
Sunday, March 15:
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
Sunday, March 22:
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
Sunday, March 29:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?
Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change
And we pray for:


immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world



those with other prayer concerns
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requires, or needs us to show up even when we are not our best. But, staying home when
you are not feeling well is the most helpful thing you can do for yourself and a strong
loving act for community.
2. When we are gathered for worship during this time let's greet one another lovingly, and
mindfully by not shaking hands and hugging instead let's try: bumping elbows, or tapping
feet, fist bump or a hand on the shoulder.
3. Use virtual meeting platforms like zoom. If you are the chair of a team that needs to
meet in the next few weeks consider the possibility of setting up a virtual meeting rather
than asking your team to meet at the church. The church has a zoom account and I am
happy to help you set up a meeting time and create a link for your team.
4. Pick up the phone, email or text. Let's make an extra effort to stay in touch. Call, or
email or text and let people know you are thinking of them. Check on each other. If you
are not feeling well please let me know. We want to stay in communication and connected.
We do not want to live in fear, but we do want to be good stewards of health and community. We want to do everything we can to help create safe places, and safe ways for our
community to thrive. We will continue to gather on Sunday mornings for worship. We will
take every precaution we can to make the space safe. We encourage you to gather if you
are able and encourage you to stay home if you are not feeling well. We invite you to connect through social media: facebook, and website. We promise that no matter how we
gather we will continue to love, to care for and to support one another. We can take care
without allowing fear to take over. We can tend to our individual needs without isolating
ourselves away from community. We can maintain community and connection even if we
find it necessary to stay home. Fear might tempt us to believe we should stay away from
one another, but our covenant with God pushes us to find ways to be more connected.
May the gift of temptation lead you to covenant - may it bind us most fully one to another
and to God.
Amy
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Called to Serve in...

MARCH

Elders
March 1— Mindy Chambers
March 8—Judy Gregorius
March 15—Rachel Crum
March 22—
March 29— Selena Kilmoyer

We must do MORE—Mobilizing, Organizing, Registering, Educating tour coming to WA!
Rev. Drs. Theoharis and Barber will be in Washington state March 20th!
Join the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival in Seattle, WA for the
14th stop of the We Must Do M.O.R.E. National Tour. The tour stop in Seattle will include
a Moral March and Mass Meeting.
5:30– Moral March at Seattle Public Library Central (1000 4th Ave. Seattle, WA)
6:30—Mass Meeting at Plymouth Congregational Church (1217 6th Ave. Seattle)
At the Mass Meeting we will hear from community members directly impacted by systemic racism, poverty, ecological devastation, militarism and the war economy, and the corrupt moral narrative. We will also hear from Rev. Barber and Rev. Theoharis, Co-Chairs of
the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival.

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
March 1— Rachel Crum
March 8— Jenny Heddin
March 15— Mindy Chambers
March 22— Rachel Crum
March 29 —

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
March 1— Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
March 8— Mindy Chambers
March 15— Rayanna Henry
March 22—
March 29—

Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

You can sign-up to attend this event, as well as get further updates—including additional
information about the upcoming June 20, 2020 March on Washington D.C. at: https://
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/ .
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7-Mar

Ruth Boschker

17-Mar

John Wilson

30-Mar

Ellen Cholski

The Elders are putting out a document on
Holy Week. I am the lead writer in this
effort. This document will be based on
the idea in the book The Last Week by
Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan. We will have a section for each day
beginning with Palm Sunday. This is not a
devotional or a study guide although elements of both will be part of it. It is intended to be a resource to increase your
understanding and participation in Holy
Week observance. It is our hope that this
effort will enrich your church life.
—Robert Smith

April 1, 2020, “Census Day” is just
around the corner and you soon will
be mailed instructions on how to participate.
Every 10 years, the federal government is required to count every single
person living in the United States
through a census.
As people of faith, we believe in the
divinely given dignity of every person.
When we answer the Census and encourage our neighbors to do so too, we declare that
we are part of “we the people” and refuse to be excluded from the critical funding and
political representation all people deserve.
What’s at stake
More than $800 billion in federal government funding for the next decade will be determined by the 2020 Census. Results will affect how many teachers are hired in
our local schools and how many nurses and beds are in our local hospitals. From
roads to food assistance, when people are not counted, our communities lose out.
The Census will determine how many representatives our state will send to Congress
and how our congressional districts will be drawn.. The state Redistricting Commission uses Census data to redraw state legislative districts.

Over Booked Literary Society
We’ll meet at noon Thursday, Mar. 26TH in
the church library.
We will be sharing books by Joanne Flue or
Diane Mott Davidson—two authors who
combine murder mysteries with cooking and
baking! So, feast your imagination and share
which is your
favorite so far!

Your census information is confidential. When you fill out the Census, your personally
identifiable information will not be shared with any other government agency. Your information is confidential and protected by ironclad federal laws.
As a result of the June 27 U.S. Supreme Court ruling, there will not be a question about
citizenship status on the 2020 Census. Every person, regardless of immigration status, has
the right to be counted in the 2020 Census.

Don’t forget!! Spring forward March 8th!
This is also a good time to change your
smoke alarm batteries!
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Completing the Census is easy, and there is support available for you and your community. You can choose how you want to respond – online, by paper, or over the phone. The
Census Bureau Telephone Questionnaire Assistance Line is 1-800-354-7271.
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Breathe. It pops up on my Apple Watch at random times during the day. Breathe. I don’t
know if it senses me holding my breath or just randomly pops up, but it does cause me to
check in with myself. Breathe. Am I tense? Am I distracted? Am I unaware of what’s happening inside me? Breathe.
As a gathering exercise at our recent College of Regional Ministers Meeting, we were asked to
name a mantra we use during our work. Breathe was the first thing that came to mind. It was
advice offered to me during my first week as Regional Minister when I felt overwhelmed by
the unexpected pieces of the job. Breathe. It was a sticky note I had on my computer screen
to remind me to check in with myself during the day. Breathe. It is a mantra I use when I start
to feel my heart beating too fast, or my mind racing, or my thoughts jumbled. Breathe.
As we start the Holy Season of Lent, my intention is to use this season as a Holy Pause, a
time to deepen my practice of checking in, slowing down, becoming aware. Breathe. Lent
is a time of reflection, of confession, of recognition of the ways we have become separated from God, and too often that separation occurs when we’ve lost touch, become mindless, rather than mindful, focused on that which is not of God, rather than what is of God.
So this season I’m stopping to breathe. To check in. To become aware. Where am I? Who
am I? Where is God in my midst?
I’m reminded of a meditation prayer:
Be Still and Know that I am God.
Be Still and Know that I am.
Be Still and Know.
Be Still.
Be.

This year’s theme for Lent is: The Gift of Temptation: You Are the Salt of the Earth.
Pastor Amy will be leading us in a weekly light noon soup and meditation time beginning
Wednesday, March 4TH and weekly potluck and Vespers on
Thursdays, beginning March 5TH at 5:30pm. Both of these will
be in Koinonia Hall. Feel free to sign up to bring soup for our
noon Wednesday and/or 5:30 Thursday Lenten events.
Upcoming—Please also mark your
calendars for Palm Sunday, April
5TH . We will once again get our palm fronds from a sustainable
source and there will an abundance!

We will have our Maundy Thursday
service on April 9th in Koinonia Hall. We will receive some lessons from the Last Supper.

Good Friday, April 10th Pastor Amy will lead us in a prayerfilled walk of downtown. We will pray for and about some of
the places where our community has experienced brokenness
during the year.

Grateful to be on this journey with you,
Sandy
Feb. Financial Update:
We received slightly more in February than
Feb.
Feb.
Income Less
the Leadership Council budgeted for, but reIncome:
Expenses:
Expenses:
main slightly behind in giving for the fiscal year
$14,934.19 $15,266.33 (-332.14)
overall.
We have spent less to date than anticipated,
so have had to draw from savings less than
was expected by this point in the fiscal year.

FY
Income:
$117,092.46
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FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

Easter Sunday we will start our day at 7am at the outdoor
chapel at Gwinwood—right on Hicks Lake. We’re looking
for someone to coordinate all the volunteers for our Easter
Breakfast—so if you’d like to be part of that—let us know!
Easter is April 12TH this year.

$122,794.82 (-$5,702.36)
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