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FCC IN JANUARY
MISSION OF THE MONTH—JANUARY

The Gwinwood campground on Hicks Lake in Lacey, Washington is jointly owned and supported by the churches of the Northwest Region Christian Church. Many generations of
children and youth have enjoyed their time at the summer church camp and regional youth
retreats. Hundreds of adults have enjoyed the beautiful grounds during church events
and retreats. Your contributions fund the maintenance of
the grounds and pay for onsite
groundskeepers.

NORTHERN LIGHTS
REGION—IT’S OFFICIAL!
FELLOWSHIP INFO!
THURSTON COUNTY
“THANK YOU”
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Open Minds
Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
The news tells the tale of war. The streets show the evidence of injustice. Our
hearts ache from the stress of it all. Overwhelmed by helplessness. Let our prayers
strengthen our resolve. Let us be the sowers of love, the holders of light, and the conveyors of truth. I offer this prayer for this day and this time. Let's remember who we belong to
and that all things are possible through God.
PEACE IS IN OUR HANDS - Jan Richardson
Where there was no wine
there was you
And you said, "drink,"
And there it was startling and sweet.
And where there was no bread
There was you
And you said "touch"
And there we were
Our hands looking like yours.
And where there is no peace
There is you
And you say "Lay down your arms"
And here we are
Holding one another
In loving embrace.
Peace is in our hands.
Amy
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Sandy Messick, Regional Minister
On December 31, 2019, I will celebrate the 30th anniversary of my ordination to Christian Ministry. Like any significant milestone, it seems like
both yesterday and a lifetime ago. Since that celebration at my home
church in La Mesa, California, part of the Pacific SW Region, I have
served in ministry with Disciples in the Indiana, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Northwest and now the Northern Lights Regions. I have served
urban congregations in Raleigh, Spokane and Seattle, and smaller suburban or rural congregations in Corydon, IN, Winterville, NC and Carlisle, PA. Some who
attended my ordination are no longer with us including my father and grandmother. Others who are so important in my life today, my children, weren’t even imagined yet.

We received this Thank You from the Thurston County Commissioners:

Still others have journeyed with me from then until now including my husband, Tom, who
preached my ordination sermon. He used the passage from Luke 4 about Jesus preaching
to his hometown faith community. If you remember, Jesus preached the passage from Isaiah about the Spirit of the Lord being upon him and being called to preach good news to
the poor which all sounds great for an ordination. However, Tom used the whole of the
story including the part where Jesus made the hometown folk angry and them threatening
to throw him off a cliff. He reminded me that ministry can be messy and sometimes risky
and that has proven to be true. It has also been beautiful and a blessing. And through it all,
God’s hand was present, encouraging, challenging, comforting.
I guess I’m wandering down this memory lane with you because we as regions are standing on the edge of a milestone as well. We are becoming the Northern Lights Region and
something is ending even as something is beginning. And ministry is messy and sometimes
risky. I am looking forward to this new adventure even as I realize there are challenges we
haven’t anticipated as well as blessings to be realized. When we look back in 30 years we
will no doubt mourn some who are no longer with us, even as we celebrate new partners
in our ministry. We will remember highlights and celebrations and challenges and disappointments, and through it all, I believe, we will see God’s hand present, encouraging,
challenging, and comforting. Let’s go people! The journey is at hand!
Walking this journey with you,
Sandy
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JOY, conscious joy is the vehicle
which carries deep trusting resolve forward
into the manifestation of Prophet Isaiah's 2700 year old vision:
The Glorious New Creation.
I choose to practice living the profundity of Joy through simple,
humble gratitude.
—Selena, Joyful Crone

We received more in Dec. than the Council budgeted for, but remain behind in giving for the fiscal
year overall.
We also have spent somewhat less than anticipated, so have needed to withdraw less from our
savings than we had anticipated by this time in
the fiscal year.

Dec. Financial Update:
Dec.
Income:
$17,329.00

FY
Income:
$86,658.21
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Dec.
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$15,452.38 $1,876.62

FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$88,729.62 (-$2,071.41)
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Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, January 5:
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14

The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.

Sunday, January 12:
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?

Sunday, January 19:
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42



immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world



those with other prayer concerns

Sunday, January 26:
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change
And we pray for:
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A Christmas gift for First Christian Church
Yes, it’s January. Busy elves spent time in
December putting together a little gift for
our congregation. It’s just about ready.

5-Jan

Mary Wolfskill

8-Jan

JEB Thornton

10-Jan

Debbie Arney

12-Jan

Shannon Gordon

16-Jan

Billie Briggs

20-Jan

Serena Wallace

23-Jan

Marilyn Gilman

1-Jan

What is it? Coffee supplies in the library.
No more gathering up supplies in the
kitchen and carting them to the library.
The metal file cabinet in the library houses three air pots, two Mr. Coffee machines, cups, napkins, coffee, tea, hot
chocolate, sugar, sugar substitute, and
powered creamer. We can fill the coffee
pots from one of the bathroom sinks!
Several people in the church donated
money for the cabinet and supplies to
make fellowship time (coffee hour) easier
to set up and clean up. Everything is new
and ready to enjoy. If you arrive early for
church, you can follow the instruction
sheet on the cabinet and get beverages
going.

What about food? The results of our fellowship survey showed food is nice, but
it’s not as important as hot coffee and
Victorino’s Anniversary
time to visit after service. The Leadership
Council decided to stop the sign-up sheet
Over Booked Literary for hosting fellowship and instead invite
Society
people to bring snacks when they want.
We’ll meet at noon
This new approach means no hosts, bevThursday, Jan. 23RD in the erages every Sunday, and snacks some
church library.
Sundays. Don’t forget, we’ll have potlucks
We will be reading
in Koinonia Hall now and then as well.
“Eleanor Oliphant is
We can gather for coffee and conversaCompletely Fine”, by
tion every Sunday after service. Ho! Ho!
Gail Honeyman.
Ho!

Kim Losey & Kimberly
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Called to Serve in...

JANUARY

Elders
January 5 — Mary Wolfskill
January 12— Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
January 19—
January 26—Selena Kilmoyer

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
January 5 — Rachel Crum
January 12— Jenny Heddin
January 19— Mindy Chambers
January 26— Rachel Crum

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
January 5 — Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
January 12— Mindy Chambers
January 19— Rayanna Henry
January 26—

Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers
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