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FCC IN FEBRUARY
MISSION OF THE MONTH—FEBRUARY
WEEK OF COMPASSION
This year, the theme for Week of Compassion is,
“Invest in Futures”. You can see some of the many
places your gifts will go and the work being done
across the world here.
Resources — including kids’ activities are available!
There are additional videos on our website with
more details about Week of Compassion. You’ll
also find kids activity pages on the small tables before you enter the sanctuary.

LENT BEGINS
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING UPDATE!
ADVOCACY DAYS!
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Open Minds
Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Dr. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
Psalm 46 is one of my favorite. I had it read at my ordination because it means so much to
me. "Be still and know that I am God" is the line that resonates for most people. Certainly
it does for me. But did you know that a better translation would be "let go and know that I
am God?" The word that is most commonly translated to be still would be more accurately translated let go.
I've been reflecting quite a bit on Psalm 46. I don't know about you, but I often feel like I
need to just be still so that I can listen more effectively to what God is speaking. But as I
reflect I wonder if I don't need to let go too. it's hard to truly be still if I'm hanging on to
my own set of desired outcomes. It's hard to truly hear what God is speaking if I am holding on to fears, and past experiences. How can I truly be still and know if I'm too busy
setting the expectation for God's presence and call?
I am so proud to serve this congregation. First Christian Church is amazing and unique. I
never cease to be amazed by how willing you are to open your hearts and doors. To
stretch the world a little bit more in order to create more room for those in need. We truly are a sign of the kingdom in the heart of the city. Your willingness to allow the refugees
from 4th Ave. Bridge encampment to set up a home in our parking lot was not a huge surprise to me. I have been blessed to witness your courage to risk, and willingness to expand over and over throughout the years. But I was overwhelmed by the beauty of your
hearts at the congregational meeting. How thoughtfully you considered not whether we
would open the parking lot, but for how long. You could have said let's do 3 months just
to be safe, or 6. you could have been bold and said a year. But instead you went for radical hospitality. You let go of fear, you let go of convention, you let go to trust God's call.
And because of this we are a beacon of hope in the midst of the chaos.
(cont. page 3)
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Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, February 2:
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?

Sunday, February 9:
Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

Sunday, February 16:
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Sunday, February 23:
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change
And we pray for:


immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world
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Thank you for your faithfulness, thank you for your courage, thank you for your understanding and commitment to justice.
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3 though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.”
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

Peace, Amy

those with other prayer concerns
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Meeting covers New Hope Community, bylaws,
financial picture and more
Meeting covers New Hope Community, bylaws, financial picture and
more
First Christian Church held a congregational meeting following service on Sunday,
Jan. 26.
In addition to the announced topics, the meeting covered the fast-developing need
to shelter 11 people who were living under the Fourth Avenue Bridge. That camp
will be swept Jan. 27 and residents will move to FCC’s covered parking lot. Temporary tent housing will be provided until more substantial structures can be built.
The residents have chosen to call themselves the New Hope Community.
Pastor Amy’s email epistle sent Friday, Jan. 24, provided details on how this
need arose.
After a good discussion and many questions, FCC’s congregation agreed to allow
six small homes in our covered parking area for up to 18 months.
Other topics:
Bylaws: Cheryl Moore gave an update on the draft 2020 bylaws; work is on schedule. Spiritual leadership, part of the draft covenant document, will be the topic of a
meeting on Saturday, Feb. 1. All from the congregation are welcome to attend. The
Bylaws team is also working on a personnel manual and a leadership handbook.
Copies of the Bylaws Tasks and Timelines handout are available on the table outside
the sanctuary if you didn’t get a copy on Jan. 26.

Called to Serve in...

FEBRUARY

Elders
February 2— Judy Gregorius
February 9— Mindy Chambers
February 16—Rachel Crum
February 23—Selena Kilmoyer

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
February 2— Rachel Crum
February 9— Jenny Heddin
February 16— Mindy Chambers
February 23— Rachel Crum

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
February 2— Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
February 9— Mindy Chambers
February 16— Rayanna Henry
February 23—

Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

Financial picture: JEB Thornton walked everyone through the Profit and Loss
Statement for the first six months of FCC’s fiscal year and explained the new format. At the six-month mark both income and expenses are lower than expected,
leaving FCC about $2,740 more than budgeted. He also announced that FCC has
moved its financial accounts to Washington State Employees Credit Union. Work
(Continued, page 5)
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is continuing to make the new accounting system easier to use and the reports
more understandable. Lizbeth Martin-Mahar will be assisting with a financial review.

2-Feb

James Alviar

5-Feb

Betty Wilson

8-Feb

Bruce Ammons

9-Feb

Bruce Powell

11-Feb

Clark Gilman

19-Feb

Debbie Dick

22-Feb

Leland Brungardt

22-Feb

Wade Shepard

24-Feb

Dane Henze

27-Feb

Linda Schmidt

Work is continuing on developing clear, concise reports about restricted funds.
These are donations given to Mission of the Month and the Assistance Fund, for
example. FCC’s records on donations in and checks written are complete. How to
integrate that information into reports and annual giving statements still needs to
be worked out.

Lizbeth Martin-Mahar will be coordinating our Pancake Supper this year! The
plan is have our pancake supper before
our Ash Wednesday service. We will
serve from 5-6pm. So, if you’re available
to help, please contact Lizbeth. It would
also be helpful to have an idea of how
many might be coming—so please let us
know if you can be here!

Over Booked Literary Society
We’ll meet at noon Thursday, Feb. 27TH in
the church library.
We will be from whatever
each of us has been reading! So, bring your notes
and be prepared to get
some great new books to
read!

Property: JEB Thornton provided the update. The profit and loss statement does
not include building repairs (only property expenses such as utilities). So far this
fiscal year, there have been no repairs to electrical (good news), about $1,000 spent
on roof repairs (with some work still to be done), about $2,000 spent on heating
repairs (the bare minimum to keep things working), and $777 on plumbing. The
general fund could be impacted by repair expenses.
JEB said the Leadership Council will be talking about ways to share the responsibility for property. For example, a team of people might handle the grounds work.
More information will be shared before the spring property work needs to begin.
Stewardship: Mindy Chambers announced that FCC’s stewardship campaign will
begin on Sunday, April 19, a week after Easter. In recent years, the campaign has
started during Lent and ended at Easter. Watch for details in the coming weeks.

OFFICE CLOSED

?

Monday, Feb. 17TH the church office will
be closed for Presidents’ Day. Office will
re-open at 9am on Tues., Feb. 18TH.
8
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HISTORY TALKS!
AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGACY IN
WASHINGTON
STATE
Wednesday, Feb 12 at
5:30 p.m.
To celebrate African
American History
Month, Lacey Museum (located at 420 College St. SE, Lacey, WA) is privileged to host
retired University of Washington professor,
Dr. Quintard Taylor, with a presentation
about the broader aspects of our region’s
African American history. In 2004, Taylor created an online website resource center for
African American history called BlackPast.org, which contains an amazing array of
information from encyclopedia-type entries
and audio and video recordings to first-hand
accounts of important events. He has also
written numerous books and articles on African American history.

This year’s theme for Lent is: The Gift of Temptation: You Are the Salt of the Earth.
Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26TH. Pastor Amy will
service at 1pm in Sacred Space. So, if you’ve wanted to attend
Ash Wednesday service, but don’t
relish the idea of coming to an evening service, please plan on the 1pm
service in Sacred Space. Then, Lizbeth Martin-Mahar will be hosting a
pancake supper from 5-6pm in Koinonia Hall. Please see page
7 for more information! We will then have Ash Wednesday
service at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary.

Join SideWalk at Rumors Wine Bar for a night
on the town! Enjoy a fabulous glass of wine (or
two) with friends and family. At the end of the
night, Rumors will donate half of the night’s
profits to SideWalk and their mission to end
homelessness. “A Night Out for
Homes,” Monday, February 10th, from 49pm. Rumors Wine Bar, 430 Washington
Street SE, Olympia.

We received slightly more in Jan. than the Leadership Council budgeted for, but remain behind in
giving for the fiscal year overall.
We also have spent more than anticipated, most
of which is due to the property expenses JEB covered in the congregational meeting (see page 4).

Jan. Financial Update:
Jan.
Income:

Jan.
Expenses:

$13,925.33

$18,189.24

FY
Income:

FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:
(-4,263.91)

Income Less
Expenses:

$100,783.57 $107,036.45 (-$6,252.88)
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Pastor Amy will be leading us in a weekly light noon soup and
meditation time beginning Wednesday, March 4TH and weekly
potluck and Vespers on Thursdays, beginning March 5TH at
5:30pm. Both of these will be in Koinonia Hall. Feel free to
sign up to bring soup for our noon Wednesday and/or 5:30
Thursday Lenten events.
Upcoming—Please also mark your calendars for Palm Sunday,
April 5TH . We will once again get our palm fronds from a sustainable source and there will an abundance!
We will have our Maundy Thursday service on April 9th and Good
Friday Prayer Walk on April 10th.
There will be more information about both of these upcoming
events as we get closer to them—
mark your calendars!
Easter Sunday we will start our
day at 7am at the outdoor
chapel at Gwinwood—right on
Hicks Lake. We’re looking for
someone to coordinate all the
volunteers for our Easter Breakfast—so if you’d like to be
part of that—let us know! Easter is April 12TH this year.
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