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SAVE THE DATE!
DECEMBER 1ST
FIRST ADVENT SUNDAY MEAL PLUS

FCC IN DECEMBER
MISSION OF THE MONTH—DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFERING

ADVENT BEGINS!

Christmas special
offering is unique!
Did you know that
100% of the
Christmas special
offering stays right
here in our region?
You can see more from Rev. Dr. Sandy Messick, our regional minister here: https://youtu.be/mKvQR6eO2dk. You
can also hear from our regional administrative staff:
https://youtu.be/rsvOQjdl4m0.

POTLUCK DEC. 1ST!



Have experience building an Advent
wreath or creating a simple Advent calendar?



Seasonal music in need of sharing



Please bring your loving selves and be in
gentle joy as Advent People

FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
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Immediately following Sunday Service,
Sunday, Dec. 1ST we will join together in
Koinonia Hall, to joyfully begin to ease into this season of waiting for God’s deepening Mystery to reveal itself. If so
moved, offer food donations or monetary
donations.

Contact Selena, Joyful Crone
k.selena@gmail.com or 360-688-1815

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
As we enter into this Advent season I invite you into the mystery and complexity of waiting. Waiting is difficult. Anyone who has ever waited for a diagnosis, or sat at the
bedside of a dying loved one, anyone who has every quivered with anticipation for the arrival of an infant, packages under the tree on Christmas morning, a loved one's return
home....anyone who has ever waited, anticipated for any reason knows that waiting is the
hardest part. Waiting is not inaction. it is a time to prepare. Let's prepare during Advent.
Join the daily Advent vigil we begin on December 1. The Sacred Space will be open daily
from 11a.m. until Noon for prayer and meditation. Come daily, come once or come once in
a while or simply pray from home or work. From 11 a.m through noon everyday take as
much time as you are able within that hour to focus on prayer. Feel the power of our collective coming together. Open yourself to the mystery of God's love and presence in our
lives, in our world. I share this blessing by John O'Donohue from his book To Bless the
Space Between Us. I offer it as an invitation into the work of waiting. Perhaps this year we
will find our way to seeing ourselves as the newborn coming into being. May God be born
within you once more.
AS A CHILD ENTERS THE WORLD
As I enter my new family,
May they be delighted
At how their kindness
Comes into blossom.
Unknown to me and them,
May I be exactly the one
To restore in their forlorn places
New vitality and promise.
May the hearts of others
Hear again the music
In the lost echoes
Of their neglected wonder.
2
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If my destiny is sheltered,
May the grace of this privilege
Reach and bless the other infants
Who are destined for torn places.
If my destiny is bleak,
May I find in myself
A secret stillness
And tranquility
Beneath the turmoil.
May my eyes never lose sight
Of why I have come here,
That I never be claimed
By the falsity of fear
Or eat the bread of bitterness.
In everything I do, think,
Feel, and say,
May I allow the light
Of the world I am leaving
To shine through and carry me home.
Peace,

Amy
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BYLAWS WORK PAUSES FOR ADVENT
The bylaws group has made a lot of progress in two months. You've heard updates in This Is
Us segments on several Sundays. Most of the bylaws editing is done. We think you’ll find
them easier to read and understand. Work on the covenant document is under way with a
first draft ready in early December. Then we’ll hit “pause” for Advent.
In January, work resumes. We’ll prepare an update for FCC’s winter congregational meeting
and bring some questions to you. Stay tuned.
—Bylaws Team

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

We will have a Christmas Eve service and Concert on Tuesday, Dec., 24th. There will be
a concert before the service at 6:30 with beautiful music. Beginning at 7pm we will
have our Christmas Eve Service, closing with Silent Night by candlelight.
This is always a really beautiful service and the concert before is as diverse in musical talent as you can imagine! We have so much to be thankful for—but perhaps nothing quite
so much as the way so many can bring their talents for us all to enjoy!
Please invite your friends and family! All are welcome!
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Help fill the cookie shack!
Each year, Olympia’s amazing Bowerman family turns their home and grounds into the
beautiful OlyLightstravaganza. Just behind St. Michael’s Catholic Church, the wonderland
greets thousands of visitors from December
1-24. Visitors bring food bank donations,
and are treated to a display that’s the best
of its kind in South Sound. You can find
more information here or here.
They also serve gallons of cider and thousands of cookies!
That’s where you
come in. If you
can bake or buy a
couple dozen or
more cookies,
Mindy Chambers
will be sure they
get to the Bowermans. Just bring
them to the church, mark them for OlyLights and leave them in the kitchen. Gallon jugs of
cider are welcome too!
Questions? Contact Mindy!
The Bowermans and OlyLightstravaganza visitors thank you so much!

ELVES WELCOME!
The week of Nov. 25-29th Rachel Crum, a.k.a. our Head Elf, will be working her
magic to decorate the church for the upcoming Christmas season!
There’s always plenty to do —from the office
to the sanctuary to the church library! You
can come by and help during the week, or
email her to make more specific plans: recrum57@gmail.com.
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Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, December 1:
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
Sunday, December 8:
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.

One of the great traditions at First Christian is Fridays at the First! It’s almost
time! This year, Leah Wilson has even managed to squeeze another concert in!
That’s right—this year Fridays at the First will begin Nov. 29th. Here’s this
year’s amazing line-up of musicians!
Nov. 29 The Chuck Stentz Saxophone Quartet

What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?
Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change

Dec 6

LaVon Hardison and Friends

Dec. 13 Scott Cossu and Holly Reeves
Dec. 20 Maria Joyner-Wulf Ensemble
Dec. 27 Gabriella Joya

And we pray for:


immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children

Sunday, December 22:
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world

Sunday, December 29:
Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world



those with other prayer concerns

Sunday, December 15:
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10 or
Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

NOVEMBER 29 — DECEMBER 27!
FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
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What more could we possibly want?! Well, that’s where you come in! Leah
does a lot to coordinate and get a wide range of great musicians here. We also
need help with hospitality: everything from bringing some cookies or other
treats, to helping to set-up and help folks to feel welcome! Please contact Leah
if you can help! lwilson372@aol.com 360-491-8508

We received more in Nov. than the Council
budgeted for, but remain behind in giving.
Please note that in Nov. we pay 1/2 of our insurance premium, so our expenses are higher
than in some other months. Similarly, in Oct.
we paid 1/2 of our property taxes. Our FY total
is quite close to what we had anticipated at
this point in the year.
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Nov. Financial Update:
Nov.
Income:
$14,009.10
FY
Income:
$69,526.72

Nov.
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$17,685.10 (-$3,676.00)
FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$73,184.00 (-$3,657.28)

STOCKING TIME!

2-Dec
14-Dec
15-Dec
27-Dec
30-Dec
31-Dec
31-Dec

15-Dec

‘Tis the season for
so many traditions!
There are foods we
love to cook, share,
and eat; songs to
sing, games we love
to play—so many
great traditions!

Sylvia Harkness
Isaac Wallace
Millie Martel
Dorothy Smith
Ashleigh Adams
Selena Kilmoyer
Tess Nafziger

At FCC-OLY one of our very favorite traditions is filling stockings for our shelter
guests! This year, we’re expanding our
joy—and filling stockings for the 4th Ave.
Residents as well! That means we’re planning to fill 75 stockings this year!
Everyone should know that folks thought
of them and put everything from really
warm socks, to small treats like candy, to
McDonald’s, etc. gift cards in their stockings. A $5 gift card may not sound like a
lot—but to someone without housing, it’s
more than 4 cups of hot coffee; or it’s a
meal.

Dane & Jillian Henze’s
Anniversary

We’re still planning when we’ll be doing
the stuffing of the stockings—but anyone
who has attended this event knows it is
incredibly fun! We truly have more fun
stuffing those stockings full of joy! So,
please drop off your donations for stockings to the office preferably by Dec. 13.
We’ll keep you updated on the day we’ll
have our “Stuffing Party”! Not sure what
to bring? Contact the church office!

Over Booked Literary
Society
We’ll meet at noon
Thursday, Dec. 5th in the
church library.
We will be reading “The
Moment of Lift”, by
Melinda Gates.
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Called to Serve in...

DECEMBER

Elders
December 1 — Mindy Chambers
December 8— Robert Smith
December 15—Brenda Hatcher
December 22—Rachel Crum
December 29—Selena Kilmoyer

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
December 1 — Rachel Crum
December 8 — Jenny Heddin
December 15 — Mindy Chambers
December 22 — Rachel Crum
December 29 —

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
December 1— Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
December 8 — Mindy Chambers
December 15 — Rayanna Henry
December 22 —
December 29 —

Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

FELLOWSHIP:
December 1— Potluck after service
December 8 — Linda Schmidt & Tony
Santana
December 15 —
December 22 —
December 29 —
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