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FCC IN OCTOBER
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INTERFAITH WORKS

WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
GWINWOOD ANNUAL
MEETING!

Interfaith Works promotes interfaith understanding, and serves the

INTERFAITH WORKS ALL
SOUL’S SERVICE

community through charitable, social and educational endeavors. It has a
long-standing history of bringing the human and financial resources
of our faith communities together with business and government
agencies for the benefit of those in need.
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Open Minds
Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings!
I like watching the leaves on the trees turn from luscious green to dazzling shades of red,
yellow, orange, brown and all shades in between. It is a stunningly beautiful time of year.
It also brings a bit of melancholy. Change is in the air. A time of letting go. Goodbye to
summer and now forward to winter. There is something sad about the parting and preparing.
From my window I watch as leaves let go and gently float down to the ground finding a
new home on the grass below. It is, of course, inevitable that they fall. Can you imagine
where new life would spring if we did not have the fall? In the letting go space is created
for new life. The tree remains, but the leaves are new with each new season. How magnificent and courageous a tree must be to allow itself to undergo this process each and
every season of its life. Letting go, the barren time, and renewal.

In September, Mary was everywhere from Pullman and Spokane, to Vancouver, WA; then
back to the Olympia Peace & Justice Festival. In October, she’ll be staying close to home,
facilitating at one of the
sessions at the Olympia
Unitarian Universalist
JUUSTICE Summit on Saturday, Oct. 12th.
In November, Mary will be
going to a training event in
Chicago from November
15-17. Much of this work
is part of gearing up for
the M.O.R.E. (Mobilizing,
Organizing, Registering,
and Educating) Tour,
which Rev. Drs. Theoharis
and Barber began last
month. They will be in 25
states—including right
here in Washington state!

As we fully enter the fall season I invite you to contemplate what might need letting go in
your life in order to make room for the new?
I wonder what might need to fall away within the congregational life so that the barrenness of winter produces new fruits, new life?
Happy falling friends,

Finally, save the date for
June 20, 2020! There will
be a BIG national event!

Amy
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Leadership Council
A quick note from the council
Working within the new council model has been an interesting process. We are still working
to complete the business of the church, yet we are exploring how the work is done. For example, Robert’s Rules of Order, is something many of us grew up with. Although I am not a talented parliamentarian, I had a general idea of how the process worked. I have also seen Robert’s Rules used to exclude others opinions.
The Board meetings that I attended were never run strictly by Robert’s Rules, yet the council
today is asking “is this the model we want to us in decision making?”
The last version of the bylaws outlined a semi-consensus based model formulated using Martha’s Rules. Frankly, although I have been on the board for years it was new to me. Obviously
the congregation had versioned moving to this more inclusive consensus model. I think we
are still working on it.
Good news is the business of the church is still moving forward, we are simply looking to see
if we could do it better.
Thanks for letting me be part of this.
JEB
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SAVE THE DATE!
SAVE THE DATE!

Faith Action Network

One of the great traditions at First Christian is Fridays at the First! It’s almost
time! This year, Leah Wilson has even managed to squeeze another concert
in! That’s right—this year Fridays at the First will begin Nov. 29th. In fact, we
already have the line-up:
Nov. 29 The Chuck Stentz Saxophone Quartet
Dec 6

LaVon Hardison and Friends

Dec. 13 Scott Cossu and Holly Reeves
Dec. 20 Maria Joyner-Wulf Ensemble
Dec. 27 Gabriella Joya

What more could we possibly want?! Well, that’s where you come in! Leah
does a lot to coordinate and get a wide range of great musicians here. We also
need help with hospitality: everything from bringing some cookies or other
treats, to helping to set-up and help folks to feel welcome! Please contact
Leah if you can help! lwilson372@aol.com 360-491-8508

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
This month’s meeting will be at noon Thursday, Oct. 24th in the
church library.
We will be reading “The Prayer Box”, by Lisa Wingate.

Cluster Meeting
Save the date: Nov. 3

World Communion
Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 6th
Rebecca Ammons
preaching
Save the date!

Cluster Meetings are organized by FAN and
the faith communities in our Network of
Advocating Faith Communities (NAFC) in
August, September, and October. Small,
geographically grouped Cluster Meetings
allow for greater opportunity for advocates
and communities to interact.

All Soul’s Community
Service:
Sunday, Oct. 27th at 2pm
Interfaith All Souls Day
Service

These meetings also allow for closer networking with FAN given the diversity of our
state’s geographic areas.
The three main foci for meetings are:

1. To build closer relationships between all
the faith communities of the specific Clus- Join us as we gather to honor those in our
ter group
community who died over the past year
2. To provide a space to hear advocacy
and whose remains were unclaimed, as
updates from Advocating Faith Communiwell as those from the homeless community and those who died by suicide.
ties and FAN.
Mills and Mills Funeral
Home

To strategize together on advocacy plans/
events for the coming year.

5725 Littlerock Rd. SW
Tumwater

The FAN Cluster Meeting for Olympia will at
2pm, Sunday, Nov. 3rd at Temple Beth
Hatfiloh.
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Nov. 3rd 3-5pm
We are celebrating another incredibly successful year as the Gwinwood staff continues to
do great work! From 3-5pm on Sunday, Nov. 3rd please come to the Annual Meeting!
There will be finger food, lots to celebrate, and of course the beauty that is
Gwinwood as it puts on all its autumn
beauty!

ALL SOUL’S SUNDAY

We have openings!!

Gwinwood Annual Meeting

Hosting coffee hour
is a great way to connect with friends and
make new ones! You
can do it alone or
with someone!
Sign-up on the clipboard in the kitchen.

Sunday, Nov. 3 RD we will celebrate All
Saints Sunday here. There will be table
for remembrances of those we love and
who have passed. Please feel free to
bring photos, or small remembrances of
those who have passed whom you love.
You will also have an opportunity to
light a candle during our time of sharing.

Please take a minute to call or email to
RSVP and let them know you’ll be there so
they can plan: info@gwinwood.org
360-491-0195.

THE SERVICE FOR BARBARA J. (BARB) REYNOLDS
WILL BE SATURDAY, OCT. 19TH AT 1PM.
We know many will want to attend—both current FCCOLY community members, and those within our larger
Disciples of Christ family, as well as so many others who
knew and love Barb and Jack, and their whole family.
Please feel free to contact Mary in the church office for
more information:
churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org 360-943-8025.

5-Oct

Melissa Wallace

8-Oct

Judy Gregorius

13-Oct

Peggy Frazier

13-Oct

Sharon Lindley

14-Oct

Kim Losey

17-Oct

Kimberly Victorino

19-Oct

Elsie Kunze

19-Oct

Kennedy Mae Henze

20-Oct

Gayle Wilson

22-Oct

Nell Carlson

29-Oct

Tegan Gibson

Sept. Financial Update:
Sept.
Income:
$13,832.94
FY
Income:
$45,774.67
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Sept.
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$15,198.36 (-$1,365.42)
FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$42,555.53 $3,219.14

Called to Serve in...

OCTOBER

Elders
October 6 — Ellen Cholski
October 13 — Mary Wolfskill
October 20 — Ellen Cholski
October 27 — Selena Kilmoyer

Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
October 6 — Rachel Crum
October 13 — Jenny Heddin
October 20 — Mindy Chambers
October 27 — Rachel Crum

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings

GREETERS
October 6 — Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
October 13 — Mindy Chambers
October 20 — Rayanna Henry
October 27 —

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

FELLOWSHIP:
October 6 — Cheryl Moore
October 13 — Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
October 20 — Stacy Peralta & Phenix
Allessandro
October 27 —
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Sunday, October 6:
Lamentations 1:1-6; 3:19-26
Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
Sunday, October 13:
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Sunday, October 20:
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
Luke 18:1-8
Sunday, October 27:
Joel 2:23-32
Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?
Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change
And we pray for:


immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world



those with other prayer concerns
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