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FCC IN SEPTEMBER!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—SEPTEMBER
RECONCILIATION MINISTRIES
The Initiative called the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
to practice faithfulness with regard to the elimination of
racism, which exists in all manifestations of the church, to discern the presence and nature of racism as sin, to develop strategies to eradicate it, and to work toward racial reconciliation.
Special offering: Sept. 30th & Oct. 7th

OLYMPIA PEACE DAY
FESTIVAL
MISSIONARY FROM
COLOMBIA
POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org
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Open Minds
Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings,
September marks the beginning of the "gearing up" of church activity. It's time to think
about what we need and desire in our congregational life; it's time to prepare for Advent
and Christmas; and it's time to consider ways in which we all contribute to the life of the
church. For some it is through tithing and donations while others will want to contribute
through their time and talents; some will do both. I pray that we all will spend some time
praying for the congregation as we seek to discover where God is calling us anew.
The Leadership Council would like to hear from you. We want to know your ideas and
thoughts on coffee hour/Fellowship time following worship, we want to know what classes, our studies you might be interested in. We want to hear from you about ways in
which we can more fully engage our stewardship and giving. Please watch for surveys over
the next many Sundays. The first will be a survey dealing with fellowship time following
worship. Please fill them out and return them so that the council can make the best and
most informed decisions.
Blessings to you all as we begin the Fall season. A season of great beauty and great
change.

Mary will be traveling for Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral
Revival in September! The first weekend in September, we are having a full three days
including: serving dinner on Friday to 50 families experiencing homelessness; Saturday all
day training “14 Steps to Moral Fusion Organizing”; and Sunday, a Community Vigil for victims of I.C.E. and anti-immigrant hatred.
We are excited by the diverse & varied tapestry of people doing amazing things in Eastern
WA! From professors and students, to leaders in communities of color, to long-time activists for peace and justice, the Eastern part of Washington is vibrant with energy and a
drive for a more just and inclusive community and country!
Then, on Saturday, September 14th, we will be at the Vancouver, WA Peace & Justice Fair!
I’ll be back in church Sunday, Sept. 15th and of course, I’ll be joining you all at the Olympia
Peace Day Festival and Rally on Saturday, Sept. 21ST.
If you haven’t already done so, please check out our WA state site: https://
wapoorpeoplescampaign.org/ . You can find out more about what we’re up to, and a
little about our plans to do MORE: Mobilize, Organize, Register, and Educate between
now and June 2020—when we will have a mass rally and march on Washington D.C.!

Amy
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Moderator’s Message
Today, August 28, I was blessed to attend a memorial service for my beloved
friend Sergio, who recently left this mortal planet.
Many of you may remember Sergio; he attended church at First Christian on
many Sundays and, in fact, between his residency at Camp Quixote when it was in our parking
lot, and his time at the Interfaith Works Emergency Downtown shelter in our basement, First
Christian was the place he called home for most of his years in Olympia.
I tell you this because it says a lot about First Christian: We offer refuge and hospitality to
people who otherwise would have no place to sleep safely. With great faith (sometimes a
great leap of faith) and compassion, this small but mighty congregation has hosted cooling
centers, warming centers, pop-up overnight shelters during very bad weather, and a day spa,
all in the past 12 years.
Wow!
You’re invited!
The family of Dean and Judy Gregorius
invites you to celebrate their 80th birthdays.
When: Saturday, September 21 at 12:30 till 4:00
Where: Gwinwood, 6015 30th Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503
Lunch will be served.

As we think about our future, I think it’s important that we learn from our past about our mission, capabilities, and most importantly, our relationships with all of God’s people and how
we can support them and the needs of our beloved community. So, let’s celebrate what
we’ve done so far, take a breath, and start planning for a blessed future!
I am grateful to God for Sergio and give thanks for his life, his music, and all of the things he
taught me. And I am grateful for all that I am learning from this congregation.

No gifts, please.
The family would like to create a book of memories to give to Dean and Judy for their
birthday. Please write down a memory or a thought you have about either Dean or Judy or
both. Send it to Tracy at canuk731@ msn.com or PO Box 328, Lilliwaup, WA 98555. Please
attach an picture of yourself. It can be with Dean or Judy or just of yourself. We would
love to have these by early September if possible to assemble a book to present to them at
the party.
Questions…call Tracy @ 360-349-5162.
Please RSVP to Tracy Gregorius
Phone:

360-349-5162

Email:

canuk731@msn.com

Address: PO Box 328 Lilliwaup WA 98555
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Mindy
Coming up: Beginning next month, this space will be renamed Leadership Council member’s
message.
Blessings,
Mindy
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Global Ministries mission co-worker Michael Joseph will be visiting
First Christian Church of Olympia on Sunday, Sept. 22ND at 4:00 PM! He
has been serving in Colombia on behalf of Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church Disciples of Christ for the
past twelve years. As he ends his service in Bogota, Michael will be visiting churches across the UCC Pacific Northwest Conference and Disciples Region to share stories about his work and experiences with peacemaking organizations in Colombia.
Michael has been working as the coordinator of the CaféPaz Peace Studies Center in Bogota,
Colombia in partnership with Justapaz, the Christian Centre for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action in Colombia, an important peacemaking organization. His work has focused on
conflict transformation, restorative justice and human rights in the midst of Colombia’s
armed conflict.
Michael brings an extraordinary depth of knowledge and experience with peacemaking
efforts in Colombia. He will be providing updated information about the progress, or lack
thereof, of implementation of the Colombian Peace Accords adopted by a vote of the people in 2016.
Quoting Cornel West, Michael writes in his Global Ministries profile, “To be a Christian is to
live dangerously, honestly, freely – to step in the name of love as if you may land on nothing, yet to keep stepping because the something that sustains you no empire can give you
and no empire can take away.”
In the midst of rising tensions, it has become increasingly apparent for the need for church
to walk alongside and be in partnership with peace making organizations like Justapaz and
CaféPaz in their journey towards reconciliation. Partnership provides us with a broader understanding of the many ways in which God is at work in the world and challenges us to expand our vision of the church in order to help make a just world for all.
OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
This month’s meeting will be at noon Thursday, Sept. 26th in the
church library.
We will be reading “The Things We Do for Love”, by Kristin Hannah.

SAVE THE DATE!

Faith Action Network

Cluster Meeting
Save the date: Nov. 3

World Communion
Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 6th
Rebecca Ammons
preaching
Save the date!

Cluster Meetings are organized by FAN and
the faith communities in our Network of
Advocating Faith Communities (NAFC) in
August, September, and October. Small,
geographically grouped Cluster Meetings
allow for greater opportunity for advocates
and communities to interact.

All Soul’s Community
Service:
Sunday, Oct. 27th at 2pm
Interfaith All Souls Day
Service

These meetings also allow for closer networking with FAN given the diversity of our
state’s geographic areas.
The three main foci for meetings are:

1. To build closer relationships between all
the faith communities of the specific Clus- Join us as we gather to honor those in our
ter group
community who died over the past year
2. To provide a space to hear advocacy
and whose remains were unclaimed, as
updates from Advocating Faith Communiwell as those from the homeless community and those who died by suicide.
ties and FAN.
Mills and Mills Funeral
Home

To strategize together on advocacy plans/
events for the coming year.

5725 Littlerock Rd. SW
Tumwater

The FAN Cluster Meeting for Olympia will at
2pm, Sunday, Nov. 3rd at Temple Beth
Hatfiloh.
4
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Does anyone else feel as if we should be breaking into
song, “Be our guest, be our guest!” Well, I don’t think
we need to put on a floor show and feast to rival the enchanted castle in Beauty and the Beast, but, on Sunday,
Sept. 22nd we will be honored to host Michael Joseph, a
Global Ministries mission co-worker! (See page 4 for
more information about the event).
That means a few things around hospitality: both for Michael, and for the Olympia community, who we are extending an invitation to!

Hello group,

We have openings!!

Company is Coming!

Did you ever wonder what it
Hosting coffee hour costs to keep the lights on
is a great way to con- at the church? Last year, it
nect with friends and cost just a bit over $47,000
make new ones! You to keep our church building going. This
does not include the shelter, our custodial
can do it alone or
staff, or any repairs/improvements. This
with someone!
year we have budgeted $45,000 for the
Sign-up on the clipboard in the kitchen.
building, so let’s not break anything.

We will be providing Michael with lodging and meals while he is here. We will also want to
have some hospitality — coffee, snacks, cookies, etc. just before and after the talk. It’s at
4pm, so it doesn’t need to be full meal. We’d like to do a Costco run, and get supplies to
make it easy on everyone. If you can provide some funds to help with that, please add
“Michael Joseph” or “Missionary visit” on the envelope or memo line of the check.
Make sure you come and hear what Michael has to say about his experiences —and bring
your friends! The whole community is invited to join us, so we want folks to feel welcome!

Why attend? To receive…
...An understanding of how our
country enforces immigration laws,
including detention processes and
courtroom proceedings
...An Immigration attorney’s answers to your specific questions
...Information that equips you to
sand up for immigrant protections
and rights
Free Admission—Donations support AIDNW
www.aidnw.org

9-Sep

Claire Alviar

9-Sep
19-Sep

Paul Peck
Judy Bushell

20-Sep

JJ (Josie) Shepard

20-Sep

Shannon Mathis

23-Sep

Lizbeth Martin-Mahar

29-Sep

Todd Bellamy

8

I hope to see you there! JEB
Aug. Financial Update:
Aug.
Income:

3-Sep
Note: Parental discretion is advised; this performance is geared to age 12 and up.

We will need to work as a group to keep
our building up in the coming year. We
will have work parties for the outside of
the building; for the renovation of the
room Pat was living in; and interior paint.
(I have not even mentioned exterior paint,
although we are still working on that). I
will talk with Mary, and we will put out a
set of work party dates. Generally, they
will be Saturdays mornings, and maybe
we could have lunch! If painting on a ladder is not your happy place, we could always use a little lunch at the work parties.

$8,531.41

Gayle & John Wilson’s

FY
Income:

Anniversary
Bernie & Rebecca

$31,283.94

15-Sept. Ammons’ Anniversary
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Aug.
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$14,631.71 ($6,100.30)
FY
Expenses:

Income Less
Expenses:

$27,158.46 $4,125.48

Called to Serve in...

SEPTEMBER

Elders
September 1 — Judy Gregorius
September 8 — Rachel Crum
September 15 — Brenda Hatcher
September 22 — Mindy Chambers
September 29 — Selena Kilmoyer

Worship Preparation
Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
September 1 — Mindy Chambers
September 8 — Jenny Heddin
September 15 — Mindy Chambers
September 22 —
September 29 —

September
September
September
September
September

Prayers of the People

Team 2—
Joyce Smith
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
1 — Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
8 — Mindy Chambers
15 — Rayanna Henry
22 —
29 —

Team 4—
Joyce Smith
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

FELLOWSHIP:
September 1 —
September 8 — Linda Schmidt &
Tony Santana
September 15 —
September 22 —
September 29 —

Sunday, September 1:
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Sunday, September 8:
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Sunday, September 15:
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
Sunday, September 22:
Jeremiah 8:18—19:1
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
Sunday, September 29:
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
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The prayer team prays for these concerns weekly in addition to the new joys and concerns
voiced during worship each Sunday. These topics are a work in progress and are changed as
new concerns arise. You are probably already
praying for these as well, but we wanted to include them as a reminder…which we all need.
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time & this place?
Guidance for the new leadership group in this
time of change
And we pray for:


immigrants and refugees here and throughout the world



healing and comfort for those who have lost
loved ones



those who are ill



those who are home bound



all children



the homeless and those who serve them



those who are victims of violence



those who are victims of injustice, and hate



those in the community and around the
world



the Church here and around the world



leaders of our country and leaders around
the world



those with other prayer concerns
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