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MISSION OF THE MONTH—AUGUST 

FOOD BANK OF THURSTON COUNTY 

Donations to the Thurston County Food Bank keep our doors open and 
our shelves full. One of the most common questions we hear is, “Would 
you rather have money or 
food?” The answer is – BOTH! 
Monetary donations to the 
Food Bank allow us to stretch 

your dollar by purchasing at food bank-only bulk 
rates that are much lower than the retail prices.
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 

DISCIPLES AT THE BORDER 

 

FOOD BANK 

 

 

 

 

 
The crisis on the U.S.-Mexico border has galvanized 
some American religious communities. Many congrega-
tions have thrown themselves into sheltering and advo-
cating for migrants seeking asylum in the U.S. But the 
issue has also divided some churches.  
In El Paso, religious leaders from across the country 
gathered to speak out in support of migrants. On Sun-
day night, hundreds of people squeezed into El Paso's 
First Christian Church for a meeting. The crowd included 
Christians, Jews and Muslims. 
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United 
States and Canada, is the first black woman elected to 
lead a large Christian denomination. 
"We can read our sacred text, we can pray our prayers, 
but unless we’re going to show up for humanity no one 
believes us," Rev. Owens said. "Our prayers and our 
texts are vain unless we show up for our brothers and 
sisters. Our babies. Our babies." (read more here). 

http://www.firstchristianolympia.org
https://www.hppr.org/post/religious-leaders-stand-immigrants-border
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Amyõs Corner         Rev. Amy LaCroix         
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org 

 

Dear friends, 

 

These are exciting times for First Christian Church. Good, productive, positive change is 
afoot. Our pledged giving is up 20% from last year’s giving. Last year's board worked very 
hard to create a balanced budget for the coming year and still gave much needed cost of 
living increases to staff. (I chose to decline a cost of living increase this year. I want to 
make sure that our staff have increases and that the church be able to do the ministry we 
are called to). We have a new Leadership Council who are excited and energized to serve. 

 

Over the course of the coming year the Leadership Council will be seeking ways to help 
the congregation engage as fully as possible in the ministry and mission of First Christian. 
We are working on ways to create good, positive and healthy communication with the 
congregation. We want to hear from you. Part of the work before us will be to re-write 
the bylaws so that they reflect our core values, who we are and how we function in this 
current context. There will be a time, after a draft is created when you as the congrega-
tion are invited to read the new bylaws and reflect on whether they represent our values, 
and how we want to operate. I hope that each of you will prayerfully enter into the pro-
cess with the Leadership Council. This is sacred and holy work that helps to shape not only 
us in this moment, but also who we will be in the future. In the interim, while the draft 
bylaws is being created, you can be engaged through prayer and centering positive think-
ing toward the process.  

 

I invite each of you to pray for open minds - that we not fear change. Pray for wisdom - 
that we may know the difference between God's voice and our own. Pray for each other - 
that we remember community means love and trust and forgiveness and grace. 

 

God is still speaking, First Christian is still listening.....who are we being called to be in this 
time and in this place? What do you hear? 
 

 !Ƴȅ 

7 

  

Invitation to Prayer Group 

You are invited. From time to time we reach out 
to invite others to join..  We have been meeting 
every Monday morning at 11:00 am since July 
2011.  We come to pray even on holidays, ex-
cept Christmas…or if the roads are icy.  But oth-
erwise, we are here. However, if you can only 
come occasionally, that’s ok too. Our time of 
prayer has become an important part of our 
lives, experiencing this special time together.  
Praying for concerns you bring, praying for 
things that are on our hearts, continuing to 
learn how it is that we trust God. 

Some prayers are new each week. Some of 
those we also add to the “ongoing” list, those 
with long term illnesses, the homeless, refu-
gees, those in nursing homes, children, the 
woes of the world, home bound.  Some re-
quests come as confidential prayers to the 
prayer group. We honor that confidentiality. 
We pray for all the congregation and for visitors 
whose names we may not know. And we thank 
God for all the good things in our lives as well!  
And…the very last thing we do is to pass the 
peace around the circle.  

If you feel led to join us, we meet in the church 
library at 11:00 AM every Monday morning.  If 
you have questions, feel free give me a call or 
send an email.   Judy Gregorius   360-491-6453       
deanandjudy39@gmail.com 

 

 

²ĈėěéìĔ tėÙĔÁėÁġìĈĂ 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 4: 
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
 

Sunday, August 11: 
 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 
 
Sunday,  August 18: 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
Sunday, August 25: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
 

mailto:pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org
mailto:deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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  Called to Serve in... 

AUGUST 
 

Elders  
 August  4 —  Ellen Cholski 
 August 11 — Mary Wolfskill 
 August 18—  Mindy Chambers 
 August 25 — Selena Kilmoyer 
   

 

 

 

 

Communion Prep & Cleanup 
 August  4 —   
 August 11 —  
 August 18 —   
 August 25 —  
  
  

GREETERS 
 August  4 —   

 August 11 —  
 August 18 —   
 August 25 —  
  
  
 
    

 Coffee Hour: 
 August  4 —   
 August 11 —  

 August 18 —   
 August 25 —  

 

 

 
  
Deacons 

 Team 1— 

  Ken Hall 

  Dorothy Smith 

  Jessi Downing 

  Rayanna Henry 
 
 

 Team 2— 

  Joyce Smith 

  Jenny Heddin 

  Vern Lacewell 

  Don Hutchings 
 
 

 Team 3— 

  Mindy Chambers 

     Don Hutchings 

    Mia LaCroix 

  Judy Gregorius 
 
 

 Team 4— 

  Joyce Smith 

  Kimberly Losey  

  Kim Victorino 

  Mindy Chambers  
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Moderator’s Message 

This is my first message as moderator to readers of the Capital Christian, the 
First Christian Church of Olympia’s monthly newsletter, and I’d like to begin 
by acknowledging the amazing work of my predecessors, co-moderators Ra-
chel Crum and Debbie Arney, and last year’s board. I ask you all to thank them 
all for their years of service. I’d also like us all to thank Joyce Smith, who, after 
30 some years, is stepping down from her post providing care and Christian 
education to the children who come through our doors. Well done, faithful servants!  

Now, some words of introduction so you may know a bit about me. I was raised in and bap-
tized in the Disciples church, Downey Avenue Christian Church in Indianapolis, where I sang in 
the junior choir. My father held various leadership roles there and my grandmother was the 
church secretary. My parents also chaperoned the high school youth group for many years.  

A long and winding road brought me back to the Disciples church at First Christian several 
years ago. I had long-admired our commitment to social justice, and in particular, sheltering 
and supporting those who have no where else to go to sleep or to get out of the cold and wet 
or extreme heat. Before becoming a member, I helped organize Camp Q and the family shel-
ter and the Interfaith Works Downtown Emergency Shelter at the church, and have spent 
many happy days and nights (and some not so happy) with residents of all three. I also am a 
graduate of the Episcopal Church in Western Washington’s Diocesan School of Ministry and 
Theology and a former board member of Interfaith Works and former board chair of Bread 
and Roses. I am now a communications professional focused on internal communications 
with the state’s largest agency and a former newspaper and magazine reporter and editor.  

Enough about me. Now, about our Leadership Council’s commitment to you. Communicate, 
communicate, and communicate. And communicate again. A new bulletin board in the area 
between the main worship space and the library will have information on what the Leader-
ship Council is doing and considering. We will be asking you what you want to know about 
First Christian, and the best way to communicate that to you. We will also be asking for your 
thoughts about everything from coffee hour to congregational organization. Our commitment 
is to find new ways to listen to what’s on your minds. If you have an idea about that, please 
let any member of the Leadership Council know. 

So many great opportunities are ahead of us. As an eternal optimist who embraces the 
theology of abundance, I know that wonderful discussions and actions lie ahead.  

Blessings, 

aƛƴŘȅ 
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 Dear Friends, 

 As Thurston County and the municipalities of Olympia, Tumwater and Lacey, continue to 
grapple with the ever-intensifying dilemma of more and more individuals living without sta-
bility and housing, I offer this reflection as a prayerful request that we each may offer, in our 
own way to bring Loving Energy into our greater community: 

WE ALL NEED TO BE SACREDLY COCOONED. When I am sacredly cocooned, I consciously re-
member that I am divinely loved. The Beloved of the Old Testament ‘has called us each by 
name’. Regardless of circumstances, each and every one of us is divinely loved. 
It is my opinion that those who are street dependent and woods-dwellers lack virtually all 
aspects of living sacredly cocooned.  

These individuals include: 
~ elders and those who are physically/mentally/emotionally disempowered 
~ the increasingly challenging youth population exhibiting more unpredictable and potentially 
dangerous behaviors 
~ those in the throes of addictions and attendant mental impairment 
~ all who live out of traumatization in its myriad debilitating expressions  

I further believe that SACRED COCOONING IS OUR COLLECTIVE SHARED RESPONSIBILITY. Al-
bert Einstein brilliantly stated: “The solution cannot be found in the same consciousness as 
the problem”. More and more individuals are coming to understand the wisdom of the mys-
tics - IN SILENCE COMES SOLUTIONS.  

It is imperative that we begin or continue to lovingly and passionately raise our conscious-
ness into a new place, a resonance field of love, “a new neighborhood” where pragmatic 
solutions can be discovered and implemented and that indeed, we all as neighbors experi-
ence the remembering of being beloved of the Divine and SACREDLY COCOONED.  

Thank you and blessings.  {ŜƭŜƴŀΣ WƻȅŦǳƭ /ǊƻƴŜ 

Here are items I know about: 

Women of Luke 

Faith Action Network here—Nov. 11th and Cluster Meeting 

New Directories! 

Kids class? Other classes? 

Passing of Elaine McDonald 

Cheryl Moore’s thank you 

Did you know? Videos & sound recordings? 

Did you know? You can help with fb, twitter, our website? 

#SpiritDay—Wear purple; spread the word (FB, Twitter, etc.) 

Tiny House Workshop 

 

 

 

Info & pictures of Journey to Justice event 

Info on how August free movie night went with possibly a group picture from this 
Wednesday (we have several people who plan to be there. Possible invitation to 
have more? 

Wed., Sept. 12th Board Meeting @ 6pm 

Thurs., Sept. 13th 1-2pm, Bible study with Pastor Amy 

Sun., Sept. 2nd Elder Meeting no elders meeting 

 

Here’s what I don’t know (well, okay; here’s a ǇŀǊǝŀƭ ƭƛǎǘ of things I don’t know/need 
clarification about: 

 

Property: Do we want to announce anything? Stuff we’ve done? Stuff we’d like to do? 
Help needed? Cleaning/work party soon? 

Upcoming classes planned?  

Either kids or adults? (we still have three (3) classes as I recall that are on DVD 
and just need facilitators; I can certainly facilitate one – others? 

Schedule for deacons/greeters? This REALLY needs to be updated.  

Schedule for coffee hour also really needs updating 

Any other upcoming events? 

Anything for Halloween? 

We usually have an All Soul’s Sunday, but don’t need to announce that yet 

I don’t have “Hanging of the Greens” on the calendar yet 

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY 

 
This month’s meeting having their picnic lunch at noon on Thursday, August 
22ND at Judy Gregorius’ house. 
 
We will be reading “.ǊŀǾŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎέ, by David McCullough. 
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July Financial Update: 

          *July is the month our Foundation       

             distribution is received. 

1-Aug Joanne Goodwin 

10-Aug Elsa Franco 

18-Aug Isolde Christian 

21-Aug Sam Shepard 

22-Aug Pat Ely 

25-Aug Val Ayres 

25-Aug Robert Smith 

3-Aug 
Barbara & Jack Reynolds’  

Anniversary 

15-Aug 

Dick & Karen Nye’s  

Anniversary 

26-Aug 
James & Kathleen Alviar’s 

Anniversary 

26-Aug 
Dean & Judy Gregorius’ 

Anniversary 

29-Aug 
Amy & Mia LaCroix’s  

Anniversary 

We have openings!! 

 

Hosting coffee hour 
is a great way to con-
nect with friends and 
make new ones! You 

can do it alone or 
with someone! 

Sign-up on the clipboard in the kitchen. 

Monthly  

Income: 

Monthly  

Expenses: 

Income Less  

Expenses: 

$22,655.79* $12,026.85 $10,628.94 

Save the Date! 

Sunday, Sept. 22nd! Global 
Ministries mission co-
worker Michael Joseph will 
be visiting churches in the 
Pacific Northwest Region 

and will be here at FCC-OLY! 

 


