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Welcoming ALL People
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FCC IN MAY!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—MAY
FCC-OLY ASSISTANCE FUND
This fund is used to meet special and emergency needs. All requests are kept
confidential. If you have a request, please contact the office.

REV. DR. AMY LACROIX!
PROPERTY UPDATE! (PG 4)
WHAT WE LOVE! (PG 7)
NEW BOOK CLUB! (PG 5)

701 Franklin St. SE

As most of you know, Amy LaCroix will receive her
Doctor of Ministry the last part of May. We are
planning a celebration on Sunday, May 26th right
after worship (about 12:00 noon). A short program
will be included as well as refreshments! This is not
a surprise…Amy knows about the party.

PO Box 2850

There are lots of ways you may wish to be involved:
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Let’s Celebrate Amy!

Contact Dean and Judy for ideas. 360-491-6453

WHO IS COMING TO FCC-OLY IN MAY?

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

I've been using Richard Rohr's book JUST THIS as my morning meditation. This
week one of the meditations was entitled undergoing god. I found it intriguing
and timely in this season of Eastertide. Rohr says, "Your life is not about you;
you are about Life. You are an instance of a universal, and even eternal pattern. The One
Life that many of us call "God" is living itself in you, and through you, and as you!" he goes
on to say, "you have never been separate from God except in your mind."

May will be a really busy month at FCC-OLY! In addition to the many groups who meet
here weekly or monthly, we have some new community groups who will be meeting here!
There will be a group working on a new community garden space, The Commons at Fertile
Ground; another group working to help those recently released from incarceration, Civil
Survival; a new meeting of Marijuana Anonymous, Olympians for People-Oriented
Places, will be here to see and discuss the architecture of our building and history;
and the Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace & Justice will be back for an event! Finally,
Hip Hop for the Homeless will have their annual event here again!

If Rohr is correct (and I believe wholeheartedly he is!) then resurrection is the act of
awakening ourselves to the God already alive and present in our lives, within ourselves,
within others, in the whole of creation.
During this season of Easter I pray that you each spend some time undergoing god - allow your mind to recognize God's presence within your life. Let God awaken within you
that you might fully appreciate the oneness of all creation.
Journey well.....
May Travels..
I will be traveling to Moscow, Idaho Friday, May 11 to Sunday May 13 for my niece Ana's
graduation from the University of Idaho. It will be a great celebration made even more
special by the fact that my parent's will be coming as well. I look forward to celebrating
Ana's graduation, and spending mother's day with my mother (something I have not been
able to do for 9 years).
On Sunday May 19th Mia, Ashleigh and I will be flying to Claremont, California for my
graduation from the Doctoral program at Claremont School of Theology. Graduation is on
Tuesday May 21st, but there is a full day of activities on Monday, May 20th - including a
required rehearsal. I am excited to be able to walk in graduation with my peer's and
friends in the doctoral program. I am so grateful to First Christian Church for your love,
support, patience and prayers while I have worked for the past 3 years on my degree. We
will be returning to Olympia on Wed. May 22. (Home in time to attend Ashleigh's senior
night band concert. We are looking forward to celebrating Ashleigh's graduation from
Tenino High School on June 7th)

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY

OFFICE CLOSED

The Book Club is meeting @
noon in the church library on
Thurs., May 23RD
We will be reading “Saving
Cee Cee Honeycutt”, by Beth
Hoffman.

Amy
2
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Monday, May
27th in honor of
Memorial Day.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
May 13 @ 6:30PM—”Justice in Crisis”
Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation presents “Justice in Crisis,” a collection of Brave
New Films shorts, explores some of the problems with the U. S. criminal justice system. Prison
System by the Numbers exposes the racial disparities in America’s prison system in a compelling dissection of drug-related incarceration rates. The Power of Fear explores the scope and
sources of incarceration and how societal fears exacerbate the system. The third film, Over
Criminalized, looks at three promising and less expensive interventions to roll back mass criminalization and reform the criminal justice system. To Prison for Poverty explores modern-day
debtor’s prisons affecting low-income communities who struggle to pay traffic fines. The final
film, Time to Come Home: 20 Years is Enough, examines the impact of life sentences on incarcerated people and their families. Co-sponsored by Justice Not Jails and the Thurston-Mason
chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). 2315 Division St. NW Olympia, WA.

I recently spent a Saturday afternoon in Victoria, B.C., attending the One World Concert. It
is a yearly event put on by the students of Pearson College. Named after a popular and
peace oriented former Prime Minister of Canada, Pearson is one of 18 United World Colleges worldwide. There is a World College in New Mexico. They enroll students around
the world whether or not they can pay the tuition. The emphasis is peace. The age of
students is usually equivalent to our senior in high school or freshman in college. They
will earn a two year baccalaureate degree. They live together, study together, do service
projects together, and put on One World as a fund raiser. You will probably find an Israeli
living with an Arab, and yes it works. It is a nice example of what our world could
be. When I visit the college, it always makes me hopeful. These future leaders are
amazing young people! If you would like to see the concert you can visit
YouTube. Pull up Pearson One World Concert. Just a thought.
—Debbie

May 25 @ 9AM—”Hearing our Stories in the Psalms”
The Priory Spirituality Center presents an all day event, from
9am-3pm, “The psalms speak to all parts of the human condition. Together we will sift our own stories with the psalms, using simple creative activities: writing, drawing, and movement.
You will leave with practices that deepen your connection to
these texts and give voice to the psalm singing in your life.” You can get more information on
this event, including cost and registration at: https://www.stplacid.org/programs-rg/667/hearing-ourstories-in-the-psalms
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Prayers of the People

We give thanks:

A note from the Property Chair:
Wow! You did a great job coming
out and working on the floor. We
had more than 20 different people
help out over the three weeks, and
many were our new members. You Rock!
We have a couple of more projects coming up,
including some painting. Sometimes I am messy
when I paint—maybe you are too. We could use a
number of old flat sheets to use as drop cloths.
Do you have any that you could let go of? It is ok
if they are pink, or have ducks and lighthouses on
them. Please not fitted sheets, I tend to get my
toes in them and trip.
There are some folks in the community that
would like to help paint the church. My intention
was to reach out to the community for support
(both people and dollars).
Group, would you stop and think about how
much energy you could invest in the church.
There are some wonderful larger projects we
could do, yet it would really need to be the capital WE.



A special thank you to the following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
APRIL:
Cheryl Moore
Val Karjala
Danita Ross
Mindy Chambers

Schedule for Fellowship in May:
We have openings!!

Worship Preparation
Sunday, May 5:
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

opportunities for folks
to serve —with someone or
on their own!




We pray for these new prayer concerns:
 What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?


Sunday, May 12:
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:917
John 10:22-30

May 5th will be Siobhan Jackson
after that, we have




Sunday, May 19:
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

Thanks for your participation ~ JEB
Sunday, May 26:
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
John 14:23-29 or
John 5:1-9




















4

Kim gives thanks for the congregation who is
there in times of need.
For the art and beauty of the world.
That little Luke has come through 2 surgeries
and is preparing for a third.
That there are many optimistic people in this world.
Thanks for being in worship and for knowing
Kate and Amy.
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Those whose lives were affected by the synagogue
shooting in California and for the Jewish community throughout the world.
For the people of Christchurch affected by the
that shooting
For the people of Sri Lanka affected by that
shooting.
For the people affected by violence and hate in
the world.
Help us to understand the humanity in Holy space
May we seek the peace that passes all understanding
That all adults have the strength and courage to
guide children with love.
People, and their families, who lost their lives in
the crane accident in Seattle.
Brenda’s neighbor, Ned who lost his mother.
For all who are grieving
The climate change that our planet is facing
Dorothy’s sister -n –law, Lori, who is going through
chemo battle, and for her family.
For Mary’s friend Naomi.
For Brianna’s sister who is in the hospital
Rachel Held Evans who is in a medically induced
coma and for her family.
All prayers not spoken out loud
May we trust that God hears our prayers.
Those with health issues.
For the upcoming Stewardship campaign.

Called to Serve in...

MAY

Elders
May 5 — Nell Carlson
May 12 — Kate Ayers
May 19 — Mary Wolfskill
May 26— Mindy Chambers

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
May 5 — Ken Hall
May 12 — Jenny Heddin
May 19 — Mindy Chambers
May 26 — Kimberly Losey & Kim
Victorino

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
May 5 — Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
May 12 — Mindy Chambers
May 19 —Rayanna Downing
May 26 —

Team 4—
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

Coffee Hour:
May 5 — Siobhan Jackson
May 12 —
May 19 —
May 26 —

My friends of our beloved First Christian Community,
I offer a most wonderful Eastertide blessing investment.
Borrow from the library or You Tube rent the video Mary Poppins Returns.
A trinity of beautiful nuggets of Mary Poppins Christ Conscious energy:
 we mimic the moon and follow The Light
 we trip the Light fantastic
 look inside the balloon and there's no where to go but up!
He is indeed truly risen --- Alleluia, alleluia --- let's feel the joy and wonder.
Selena, Joyful Crone
New Book Club started!
Each book will be chosen to intentionally to expand our understanding, and encourage dialogues around issues of social justice
and our movement to “build just communities by breaking down
the walls”. We have already begun our first book! Jonathan M.
Metzl’s, Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of Racial Resentment is Killing America’s Heartland. “Life expectancy in America
has gone down three years in a row. You might expect to see
shorter life expectancies in the aftermath of war or famine — to
witness it in an industrialized nation in the middle of an otherwise
prosperous era, however, is unprecedented. It is a distress signal
that something has gone horribly wrong.” We just started, so if
you’d like to join us for our next one, please contact the church office. We’re still figuring
out when our next meeting will be. So, grab a copy and read the first two (2) parts. We’ll
be discussing more soon! We’d love to hear from you!

We will have a meeting Sunday, May 5 TH after
service. Please meet in the library.
If you have any questions, please contact Brenda
Hatcher.
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There will be a board meeting
Wednesday, May 8TH at 6pm in the
church library.

General Assembly Registration!
You can now go online and register for the
General Assembly—which will take place
this year in Iowa! The theme is “Abide in
Me”. As always, there will be much to learn
and great speakers—including Rev. Dr.
William Barber II and WA state’s own
Nancy Gowler, from Puyallup FCC. You
can register here: https://ga.disciples.org/registration/
Financial Update:
We are pleased to report that so far in this fiscal
year, we have received a monthly average of more
than anticipated, and have spent less than budgeted!
In March 2019, we received $11,183.18 in tithes and
offerings. Our monthly budget, or anticipated tithes
and offerings are $7,563.33.
Fiscal year to date we are at a surplus of $9,313.23,
as we have received more than anticipated, and
overall spending has been less than budgeted. In
fact, with the exception of one month, so far every
month this fiscal year we have received more than
the anticipated tithes and offerings!
In addition, we are very excited to see so many new
people contributing—not only through tithes and
offerings, but also through time, talent, and energy
as more and more people are connecting and finding ways to be involved in our beloved community!

What a wonderful, wonderful summary of
the time we have spent together sharing
our joys as part of First Christian Church’s
stewardship time over the past month.
We’ve talked with each other about the
joys we find in serving the community, in
worship and music, and in how we support
each other.
Here’s some other thoughts that were shared:
“We have the spirit of saying yes.”

1-May
3-May
4-May
4-May
6-May
14-May
16-May
16-May
18-May
22-May
26-May
30-May
31-May

Jessi Downing
Brianna Kramer
Brenda Hatcher
Cheryl Moore
George Wallace
Gloria Cox
Zachary Mahar
Si Sarton
Henry Heddin
Jenny Heddin
Cameron Christian
Edrie Harrington
Val Karjala

“We come from a place of abundance that allows us to do things.”
“We feel welcome. We feel the presence of God when we come in – it’s like a warm hug.”
“This is a beautiful, worshiping place.”
“We pray for each other’s health.”
“We make space for cats, dogs and kids. Whoever shows up. With no grumbling.”
“I love the energy on Sunday morning … the music and being creative with it … the
spontaneous stuff.”
“I love the benediction. It carries us out to a whole week of service, rather than just one hour.”
“There is a very generous, authentic, intimate spirit here.”
This is just a snapshot of all the places where we find joy at First Christian. Thanks for
taking time during our service to do this sharing.
And please prayerfully consider how you might use your time, talent and treasure to
support these joys.

Thank you to each and every person who has contributed and continues to contribute to the work we
are doing together!
24-May
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“What I love is that we are a beacon of
love and light in the community.”

Trish & Wade
Shepard’s
Anniversary

Mindy Chambers
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