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Our Mission of the Month is to collect donations for the Interfaith
Shelter that resides in our building. Needed items include:
Warm socks, blankets, first aid supplies, over-the-counter pain killers
and other common medications, hygiene supplies, cleaning and bathroom supplies,
coffee, creamer and sweetener, cocoa, cup-a-soup and cereal Items may be left in the
office during the week.
You can learn more about specific needs, and find
other ways to support the shelter here: https://
www.iwshelter.org/

Feb. 26, 2019

LENT SPECIAL SERVICES (PG 7)
LENT DEVOTIONALS (PG 6)
FORGIVENESS CLASS (PG. 5)
PROPERTY UPDATE! (PG 4)
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FCC IN MARCH!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—MARCH

Open Minds

Capital Christian

Welcoming ALL People

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

It's March Madness!
Already!
How did that happen? Just a few weeks ago I was sure the snow and the cold would never
end. Today is cold, but the sun is shining and I saw a crocus peeking up out of the cold
ground and a red winged black bird was singing from the top of a bare tree in my front
yard. A spring song. Such hope. But that is the story of resurrection. Your story, our story.
Just when it feels as if there is not one bit of chance for change, no end to the dark, the
cold, the dreary. When hope is allusive...out pops the crocus and the red-winged black
bird sings its spring song. And just like that the world is changed. Smiles reappear, laughter heard, joy, hope, light. In the blink of an eye we are resurrected and all is well.
Tomorrow may bring rain, or snow who knows. Thanks to the hope of Spring, the promise
of resurrection I am ready for what tomorrow brings. How about you?
Wednesday March 6th begins our lenten journey. I invite you to join me at our Ash
Wednesday service beginning at 6:00p.m. If you are not able to make it for the evening
service, but would like to receive the imposition of ashes I will be at the church from
10:00a.m until 2:00p.m on Wednesday and you are welcome to stop in and receive ashes.

It’s here! Once again, our wonderful neighbors at
Temple Beth Hatfiloh will delight all our needs for
books, bagels, and those amazing blintzes!

Are you ready for the journey?

Sunday, March 31st from 10am—2pm. There will
be an incredible selection of used books, amazing
food, and great company! All proceeds go to our
community! Rule: always support your neighbor—
especially when they provide such great food! This
year’s contest is coffee cake!

Peace
Amy
2
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
THE WAY WE STAY: A MEMOIR OF RECOVERY
Friday, March 1st at 7pm Cere Demuth, a practicing psychotherapist specializing in trauma, addiction, and attachment, will be here to discuss her
book "The Way We Stay." In the midst of a painful, high-risk adolescence,
Cere invites the reader into her internal world as a teenage mother in
1985, an adoptive mom in 2000, and a psychotherapist of twenty-five
years desperately trying to heal her family and herself from the suffering of
her only son's opiate addiction for twelve years. This program is sponsored by the Friends of
the Lacey Timberland Library. This presentation is part of the Lacey Timberland Library's yearlong "The Place We're In" program series.

CULTURAL CELEBRATION
Saturday, March 2nd from 10am—6pm in the Marcus Pavilion
at Saint Martin’s University free family event! Music! Dance!
Art! Crafts! There will be incredible food available for purchase.
You can see the complete line-up here:
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/living-in-lacey/thecommunity/arts-and-events/ethnic-celebration/

After being isolated for a few days because of snow, I truly realize
how important community is to me. I don't mean just my neighbors, I mean the WHOLE community. I drive around the city and I
see the damage done to trees and bushes and because I have
experienced that I feel for the owners. It hurts me to see a
lovely tree devastated by the storm. It hurts me to see a lovely
person devastated by drugs or addiction, or even disease. It
HURTS! I worked with people dealing with various forms of devastation in my profession. It was hard to administer drugs to patients by court orders. It was hard to dispense those chemo drugs knowing those patients were going to feel awful after what I
had given them. On the other hand, I also had the ability to see the community respond
to these people. There were a myriad of volunteers willing to drive patients to appointments, encourage alcoholics and drug addicts to continue on with their drug therapy
and their sobriety. We are the body of Christ. It takes many forms. But for the Grace of
God, there go I!
— Just a thought, Debbie

CENSUS LOOKING FOR HELP!
Every 10 years the U.S. Census works hard to get an accurate
count of the people in our community. They are looking for
folks who want part-time, flexible work. You can learn more
at: 1-855-568-2020 or 2020census.gov/jobs

DID YOU KNOW?...
Our local blood supply is critically low. The recent weather, combined with health issues, and increased need has resulted in a shortage of blood at our local blood bank. For most of us, giving blood is a
quick and easy way to help our neighbors at a time when they need
it the most! Have questions or want to learn more? You can see
more here: https://www.bloodworksnw.org/donate
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Prayers of the People

PROPERTY UPDATE!

We give thanks:

Big things are
afoot…

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

Hello group, we
have a big Lenten
project coming up
and will be closing
the sanctuary for
a portion of the
Lenten season to
remove the carpet and other upcoming
projects. I will be emailing out additional
emails, as well as a request for your time
and energy. This summer we will also be
working on the ramp and hoping to paint.
Chat with you soon. —-JEB

February:

Tiahna Virgilla
Debbie Arney

Schedule for Fellowship in
March:
Megan Goodwin
Dean & Judy Gregorius
Jessi Downing
Tess Nafziger



Kimberly’s grandchildren; and that one is
with her today



That Kim is working in search & rescue

Sunday, MAR. 3:
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)



That Brenda traveled to see her dad in
Vancouver safely. That her dad is doing
fine

Sunday, MAR. 10:



What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?



For Kimberley’s step father who has cancer



Continuing prayers for Barb & Jack Reynolds



For those effected by partial government
shut-down



That the Homeless count will help in
providing help for those who are homeless



For Brenda’s son, Ian, who has extreme
hives.



For Michael’s grandmother who fell & broke
her back.

Worship Preparation

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
Sunday, MAR. 17:
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 13:31-35 or
Luke 9 :28-36, (37-43a)
Sunday, MAR. 24:
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Sunday, March 10TH at 2am (or, Saturday
night before you go to bed) don’t forget to
set all your clocks, watches, and time-pieces
ahead one hour! Also, this is a good time to
change the batteries in smoke detectors.

Sunday, MAR. 31:
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
4

We pray for these new prayer concerns:

Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as
confidential and are not included on this list
but will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.
The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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Called to Serve in...

MARCH

Elders
Mar. 3 — Robert Smith
Mar. 10 — Rachel Crum
Mar. 17 —Mary Wolfskill
Mar. 24— Judy Gregorius
Mar. 31 —

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Mar. 3 — Ken Hall
Mar. 10 — Jenny Heddin
Mar. 17— Mindy Chambers
Mar. 24— Kimberly Losey & Kim
Victorino
Mar. 31—

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
Mar. 3— Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Mar. 10— Mindy Chambers
Mar. 17—Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Mar. 24— Helena Wilson & Vern
Lacewell
Mar. 31—

CLASS ‘EMBRACING FORGIVENESS’ CONTINUES!
I have a lot of stories in my life about forgiveness. It’s something I have actively worked on for many years. Let me explain.
I’ve worked on it because I am so very good at its opposite:
holding on to my pain, hurt, and harm. I was 13 the first time I
had the dream. In the dream I was an old woman, bent almost
in half with pain; a heavy-leaden bag over my shoulder and
causing me to stoop even more. I remember the pain in my
back so clearly. I tried to walk and it was excruciating. Suddenly,
Christ was there. I don’t know how I knew it was He; but I did.
He clearly told me, “Mary, put it down.” I told him I couldn’t. I had to carry it. I tried to
take another step and faltered. “Mary, put it down.” I was crying now; trying to explain I
couldn’t just let it drop. I must carry it. The voice was not unkind; but it was so clear. It
wasn’t a suggestion. It was a matter of survival. “Mary, put it down.” My hands were
sweating and shaking. I let the bag slip through my fingers and land with a thud. The pain
in my back released. I could stand upright. My eyes met His. Still there were tears. I woke
up still crying and knowing what was in the bag. What’s in yours?
Mary is facilitating class after service. Many of us have experienced some pretty toxic
messages around forgiveness. We will spend 5 weeks going through Barbara Crafton’s
Embracing Forgiveness — learning what Biblical forgiveness is and what it isn’t.
We’ll meet in the Music Room after service—so get yourself a cup of
coffee and a snack, and join us! If you’d like to get an idea of Rev. Crafton’s
communication style, here’s a clip: https://youtu.be/14V6pXBO4Z0.

Team 4—
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

Coffee Hour:
Mar. 3 — Megan Goodwin
Mar. 10— Dean & Judy Gregorius
Mar. . 17—Jessi Downing
Mar. 24— Tess Nafziger
Mar. 31—

We will have a meeting Sunday, Mar. 17 TH after
service. Please meet in the library.
If you have any questions, please contact Brenda
Hatcher or Val Karjala.
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There will be a board meeting
Wednesday, Mar. 13TH at 6pm in the
church library.

LENT DEVOTIONALS

LENT SPECIAL SERVICES

Take Nothing With You Lent
Devotionals from the StillSpeaking
writers series will be available beginning Ash Wednesday, March 6 TH .
Jesus gave remarkable advice about
what to take on a physical or spiritual
journey. “Take nothing on the journey
with you.” What does an unencumbered journey look like? Can we dare
to reflect on suffering without our baggage, without our frameworks? Does it
mean that all we think we need, but
really don’t, is burdening us? Do we
dare look at our journeys anew for
these few days of Lent, without
suitcases? Let’s find out together.

“Take nothing with you for your journey:
no staff, no bag, no bread or money, no
even an extra tunic.” (Luke 9:3)

March 6TH—
Ash Wednesday Service
@ 6:00 pm

April 14TH—
Palm Sunday Service
@ 10:30 am

April 18TH @ 6pm
Maundy Thursday

EASTER LILIES

service

April 19TH Good Friday
MARCH

We will have Easter Lilies in the sanctuary
on Easter Sunday, April 21st. If you would
like to have an Easter Lily in remembrance of
a loved one, please contact Mary, in the
church office: 360-943-8025 or email:

16-Mar Barb Reynolds

churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org

30-Mar Ellen Cholski

5:15pm Prayer Walk

7-Mar Ruth Boschker
Sunday, April 21ST

17-Mar John Wilson

Easter Sunday

22-Mar Kris Lindsey

Sunrise Service @ 7amGwinwood

Each lily will have it’s own card, and you can
bring it home after service.
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Easter service @ 10:30
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