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Week of Compassion—Through “One Great Hour of Sharing” help is
given to missions of needy persons overseas in the Middle East,
Africa, Latin America, and emergency needs in the United States.

Jan. 25, 2019

DAY SPA UPDATE(PG. 6)
NEW CLASS (PG. 5)
FAN ADVOCACY DAY (PG. 7)
SIDEWALK & PIZZA
KLATCH EVENTS (PGS. 7 &11)

Special Offerings:
Feb. 17 & 24, 2019
First Christian Church

See page 10 for additional
Week of Compassion resources. You will also find
some videos on our website.
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FCC IN FEBRUARY!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—FEBRUARY

Open Minds

Capital Christian

Welcoming ALL People

Expect to have hope rekindled.
Expect your prayers to be answered
in wondrous ways. The dry seasons
in life do not last. The spring rains will
come again.
—Sarah Ban Breathnach

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings,
Stephen R. Covey, writes in his book 7 Habits for Highly Effective People: “Most
people do not listen with the intent to understand; they listen with the intent to reply.” Our
society has become so divided it feels insurmountable at times. Covey's quote resonates
with me. Are we listening to understand or are we listening to respond? It feels like no
one is really listening. It feels as if most people are just waiting to speak their mind regardless
of what another is saying. No one is willing to compromise, to understand, to hear....to listen.

IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE!
It’s time to celebrate the Interfaith Works
Shelter! The Annual Dinner and Fundraiser
will be Friday, January 25th from 5-8pm at
St. Michael’s Catholic Parish—1208 11th
Ave. SE.
https://www.iwshelter.org/
events.html#2019tickets

From within the heart of winter, while the skies are grey and the rain dominates, where
we retreat to the warmth of our homes, the comfort of a favorite quilt or throw, and the
safety of our own space I would like to invite us to experiment with listening. Try listening
to the voice of a person who is unfamiliar. Listen to someone whose point of view is
drastically different. Listen without response. Don't search for something to say. Don't try
to convince... just listen. See if you can't hear through their words - hear down to the
heart of what they are saying. Hear their feelings. Are they afraid? Fearful for their own
wellbeing or the wellbeing of those they love? Are they worried that no one sees them in
their aging? Or nobody respects them because they are young? Are they in anguish because they have nothing to eat, no warm home to call their own? Are they confused and
frightened because the world has changed faster than they can keep up with and they
aren't sure where they belong? Has their world been turned upside down? Are they joy
filled? What are they truly saying? Listen. Set aside your need, your desire to be right, to
be heard, to teach, to convince, to fix, to scorn, to judge, to whatever it is you are feeling
the need to respond. Just listen. What do you hear?
Practicing listening......When you lay aside your own agenda and truly listen......I promise
you will hear the voice of God. When you truly hear you are ready to respond. You will be
surprised by your response. You will be surprised by the compassion you are capable of
experiencing when you set aside your own intent to reply and listen for the heart of God,
listen for the Spirit, listen, truly listen.....The Spirit will move you in ways you cannot imagine
on your own.
If you want to hear God you must listen.
Peace,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
The Book Club is meeting @
noon in the church library on
Thurs., Feb. 28TH
FEBRUARY:

We will be reading Bridge
of Clay, by Markus Zusak.

WEEK OF COMPASSION RESOURCES:
The Kite Runner
A Thousand Splendid Suns
A Bed of Red Flowers
The Bookseller of Kabul
The Storyteller’s Daughter
The Places Between
Acts of Faith
When a Crocodile Eats the Sun: A Memoir of Africa
The Shackled Continent
Do They Hear You When You Cry
Dead Aid
A Bend in the River
AIDS in Africa: How the Poor are Dying
Why Bosnia: Writings on the Balkan War

2-Feb

James Alviar

5-Feb

Betty Wilson

8-Feb

Bruce Ammons

9-Feb

Bruce Powell

11-Feb

Clark Gilman

19-Feb

Debbie Dick

22-Feb

Leland Brungardt

22-Feb

Wade Shepard

24-Feb

Dane Henze

27-Feb

Linda Schmidt

Today’s subject is gratitude. I have found myself giving thanks for the
day as I get into bed at night. I am not very specific most of the time. I
presume God was noticing and it is a lot of trouble to remember everything. (Excuses, excuses!) I will try to be specific now.
I am grateful for you, the congregation. It is always a pleasure to see
your shining faces, and for a small group, you give of your time and treasure well above
the average. I am grateful for all the ways you contribute to our church life. I am
grateful for Selena and her Day Spa idea. She has kept this service to our shelter
guests going and prospering since November. I am grateful to the 45 communitywide individuals, foundations and other churches who have and are donating to
support the Day Spa ($8,230 and counting). The community is also donating food,
clothing, time and all those other necessary items needed to run the Day Spa. I am
very grateful to everyone inside and outside our walls who contribute.
I am grateful to the City of Olympia who reimbursed us to replace four ancient electrical
panels and made our shelter guests and the church safer. I am very grateful to Mary
who has been working super hard to whip the financials into shape, all while being the
welcoming and compassionate face of our congregation by working in the office. I am
grateful for Don and Pat who work hard to keep the church clean. I am grateful for Kate
who does such a splendid job choosing music, creating plays and leading in worship. I
am grateful for the Board who manage the operational part of our church life. I am
grateful for the Elders and Deacons, who keep our spiritual life alive and the worship
services running smoothly. I am grateful for all the musicians who contribute their
talents to worship and special events. I am grateful for those of you who organize
such nice coffee hours in the library. Most especially I am grateful for Pastor Amy
who has so many talents and such a caring and compassionate soul, who stirs us up
on a Sunday and helps us face the week ahead, and who has a steady hand and
heart to lead us into new and challenging directions. Thanks be to God for every
person and every day.

You can find more resources here:
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/woc-recommended/
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Prayers of the People
We give thanks:
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
December:

...and that means projects will be coming
soon! Look for more information soon from
JEB!

Mia LaCroix
Cheryl Moore

Worship Preparation
Sunday, FEB. 3:
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Jenny Heddin

President’s Day, Feb. 18 the church office
will be closed for President’s Day. The office
will re-open on Tuesday, Feb. 19TH at 9am.

That Kim is working in search & rescue



That Brenda traveled to see her dad in
Vancouver safely. That her dad is doing
fine

We pray for these new prayer concerns:

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-111
Luke 5:1-11



For Kimberley’s step father who has cancer



Continuing prayers for Barb & Jack Reynolds



For those effected by partial government
shut-down

Sunday, FEB. 17:
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26



That the Homeless count will help in providing help for those who are homeless



For Brenda’s son, Ian, who has extreme
hives.



For Michael’s grandmother who fell & broke
her back.

Kim Victorinio

Debbie Arney

TH



What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?

Sunday, FEB. 10:

Tiahna Virgilla
Office Closure:

Kimberly’s grandchildren; and that one is
with her today



Kimberly Losey

Schedule for Fellowship in
February:



Sunday, FEB. 24
Genesis 45:3-22
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as
confidential and are not included on this list
but will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.
The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com

4

9

Called to Serve in...

JANUARY

Elders
FEB. 3 — Leah Wilson
FEB. 10 — Rachel Crum
FEB. 17 —Mary Wolfskill
FEB. 24— Debbie Arney

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
FEB. 3 — Ken Hall
FEB. 10 — Jenny Heddin
FEB. 17— Mindy Chambers
FEB. 24— Kimberly Losey & Kim
Victorino

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
Feb. 3— Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Feb. 10— Mindy Chambers
Feb. 17—Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Feb. 24— Helena Wilson & Vern
Lacewell

Team 4—
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Mindy Chambers

Coffee Hour:
Feb. 3 —
Feb. 10— Tiahna Virgilla
Feb. 17—
Feb. 24— Debbie Arney

NEW CLASS ‘EMBRACING FORGIVENESS’ BEGINS!
I have a lot of stories in my life about forgiveness. It’s something I have actively worked on for many years. Let me explain.
I’ve worked on it because I am so very good at its opposite:
holding on to my pain, hurt, and harm. I was 13 the first time I
had the dream. In the dream I was an old woman, bent almost
in half with pain; a heavy-leaden bag over my shoulder and
causing me to stoop even more. I remember the pain in my
back so clearly. I tried to walk and it was excruciating. Suddenly,
Christ was there. I don’t know how I knew it was He; but I did.
He clearly told me, “Mary, put it down.” I told him I couldn’t. I had to carry it. I tried to
take another step and faltered. “Mary, put it down.” I was crying now; trying to explain I
couldn’t just let it drop. I must carry it. The voice was not unkind; but it was so clear. It
wasn’t a suggestion. It was a matter of survival. “Mary, put it down.” My hands were
sweating and shaking. I let the bag slip through my fingers and land with a thud. The pain
in my back released. I could stand upright. My eyes met His. Still there were tears. I woke
up still crying and knowing what was in the bag. What’s in yours?
Beginning Sunday, February 3RD Mary will facilitate new class after service. Many of us
have experienced some pretty toxic messages around forgiveness. We will spend 5
weeks going through Barbara Crafton’s Embracing Forgiveness — learning what Biblical
forgiveness is and what it isn’t.
We’ll meet in the Music Room after service—so get yourself a cup of coffee and a snack,
and join us! If you’d like to get an idea of Rev. Crafton’s communication style, here’s a
clip: https://youtu.be/14V6pXBO4Z0.

We will have a meeting Sunday, Jan. 13 TH after
service. Please meet in the library.
If you have any questions, please contact Brenda
Hatcher or Val Karjala.
8
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There will be a board meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 13TH at 6pm in the
church library.

DAY SPA UPDATE
The First Christian Day Spa rolls lovingly into its third month. I continue to be enormously
grateful for the many who are resoundingly supporting our ‘ministry’ in myriad ways from financial donations to herbal teas and all in-between.
Fiscal donations held true to the determined $ 99 per day for FCC incurred expenses
November and December, with a wee excess as we meander into January. [ Whew!]
The Meal Train, under the leadership of Kathy Gilliam, an Interfaith Works Board
Member, holds a steady course extending into February. It is quite wonderful to
experience the diverse groups of folks involved in our FCC Kitchen at lunchtime.
Breakfast foods are now a priority, as are bananas & citric fruits and juice .
Breakfast protein is a special commodity for both Sunday (with Chef Mindy) and Thursday
morning as we are open only until 11 a.m. and a hearty meal before exiting is greatly
appreciated.

www.pizzaklatch.org

FAITH ACTION NETWORK

Miracles occur on a regular basis among our guests. I love the way God is gentling us;
bringing us into deeper consideration of each other; practice being patient with each
other; helping us to find small bits & pieces of humor in the bickering and badgering;
and the enfolding sense of new T - R -U -S-T-I-N-G.

Interfaith Advocacy Days will be held in
Olympia at United Churches and the
Capitol Campus on February 14th from
9am—3pm. You can learn more about
FAN’s 2019 Legislative Agenda Here:
http://fanwa.org/legislative-agenda/
including:
 Advocating a Budget that Protects
Poor & Vulnerable
 Restoring Justice to Criminal Justice
System
 Funding Housing for All
 Caring for Creation
 Protecting immigrant Families & Civil
Rights
 Ensuring Healthcare & Mental Health
for All

My heart is full. Thank you FCC Board for daring to risk our new ministry...
Please continue to share about the Day Spa as you are able through email, Facebook, or
word of mouth. We so appreciate all the ongoing support of everyone here at FCC-OLY!
Thank you and all for your generous support in the days and weeks ahead. Please share:
https://www.firstchristiandayspa.org/

—Selena, Joyful Crone --- and Day Spa loving ‘lead’
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