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FCC IN DECEMBER!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—DECEMBER

SACRED DAY SPA! (PG. 6)
LONGEST NIGHT (PG. 5)
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
12-NIGHT PARTY! (PG. 7)

Your gifts to the Northwest Regional Christian Church will allow us to expand our ministry of planting and restarting new and existing congregations; and effectively work
with potential church planters and congregations wanting to restart their ministry
throughout our region. Special offering dates Dec. 9th & 16th.

STOCKING STUFFERS!
First Christian Church
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701 Franklin St. SE
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Open Minds

Capital Christian

Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings,
Slowly the lights appear. A few before Thanksgiving day. There were those who complained it was too early. A few more on Thanksgiving day. A few more grumbled that people
weren't even waiting until December 1st. Everyday following Thanksgiving has brought a few
more to the party with fewer and fewer complaints. We are anxious for the Christmas season. Perhaps more anxious than ever before.
The world feels unsettled. We do not need to look far to see the brokenness and the pain
that have become the hallmarks of our society. Tent cities, mass shootings, earthquakes,
hurricanes, wildfires, border walls, refugees, and tear gas. Life feels particularly difficult. Our
losses feel unbearable at times. We need a little Christmas. It makes perfect sense that
people are longing for it to arrive now - right now. Don't make us wait. Oh Come Oh
come Emmanuel.
But Christmas requires a bit of preparation. It is more than the tinsel, trees, gifts and
lights. Christmas is something that takes place within us when we allow ourselves to receive
the gift of life - when we allow the Christ child to be born within us. This requires
preparation - Advent. It requires that we prepare space within ourselves for the
light to enter.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, Dec. 19th @ 1pm — Lacey branch of Timberland Library: Revive your faith
in the U.S. legal system by joining us for a free showing of "RBG," a highly-acclaimed feature documentary film about the life and career of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States and cultural icon Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Lacey Timberland Library.
Dec. 5—9

The Gingerbread Man

Dec. 6—9, 14-16 & 21 Tiny Tim’s Christmas Carol
Dec. 19-21
Dec. 19-21

Snowy Day
Jack Frost and Friends:
Winter Myths and Legends

Dec. 26-28

Plenty of Penguins

Dec. 26 –28

Mother Goose’s Pajama Party

So we prepare. We put up our lights and our trees, we set up our advent wreathes, we
participate in our Christmas rituals as a way of preparing, of reminding, of evoking the Spirit.
Come Oh Come Emmanuel. Bring your cleansing light into this dark and difficult world. Fill us
with your Peace, instill within us your hope, infuse us with your love, and claim us with your
hope. Oh Come Oh come Emmanuel. We cannot wait any longer and so we will wait with
expectation and anticipation. Oh Come!
Blessings on the Journey!
Plan now to attend! This will be a two-day event in Seattle as a “sister event” to the Women’s March in D.C. There will be a rally, March, and Activism 101 workshops. On Saturday,
the 19th. On Sunday, the 20th, there will be a Day of Action with more work-shops, and
panels. Right now, all scheduled at or near Cal Anderson Park.
https://www.womensmarch.com/
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
The Book Club is meeting
Dec. 6th @ noon in the
church library.
We will be reading A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn, by
Betty Smith.
We’ll be meeting in the
church library!

SECRET SANTA!

2-Dec
14-Dec
15-Dec
27-Dec
30-Dec
31-Dec
31-Dec

Do you long to fill stockings? We’re looking for
donations of fun and thoughtful gifts for the
stockings for our shelter guests. We’d like to
include things like McDonald’s gift cards; Bath &
Body Works lotions & soaps; special items that
are fun. We have some really neat local shops
(we have some folks who have been in the area
for a long time & all the really cool places to pick
up little treats! We’ll be filling 45 stockings, so
please keep that in mind—but whatever you can
do would be great!
Please bring your donations to the office before
the 21st. We’ll be bringing the filled stockings to
the shelter after the Christmas Eve service.
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Sylvia Harkness
Isaac Wallace
Millie Martel
Dorothy Smith
Ashleigh Adams
Selena Kilmoyer
Tess Nafziger

Waiting. I have been doing different kinds waiting lately. I have waited with anticipation
for Advent to get started, especially while I was working on Christmas decorations. I
have waited with disappointment caused by setbacks in my plans. I have waited
with some anxiety as practice time for the handbell concert has run out. I have
waited with sadness (or is it envy?) as the time for some co-workers to retire has
gotten closer and others have changed jobs.
My waiting got a little dark, huh. But there are other kinds of waiting. Waiting with
happiness as your family travels for a visit. Waiting with hopefulness as a wedding
approaches. Waiting with joy as a baby is being born. No matter the emotional
connection with waiting, it takes patience to endure it. Mary must have had many emotions
while she waited for Jesus to be born. I look forward to our journey together reading
the Advent devotional book each day and finding out what a modern woman, using her
own pregnancy as a guide, imagines the real Mary went through while she waited.
I wish you a joyful and wonder-filled time of anticipation, while we wait for Jesus to be born
again this Christmas.
—Rachel

15-Dec

Dane & Jillian Henze’s
Anniversary
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Prayers of the People

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

We give thanks:

We will have a Christmas Eve service again
at 7pm, Monday, Dec., 24th. There will be a
concert before the service at 6:30 with
beautiful music. Rachel has specifically
decorated with the theme that Pastor Amy
and Kate have been working on around the
200 year anniversary of Silent Night. The
sanctuary will truly be transformed into a
place where all is calm and all is bright as we
join and sing Silent Night by candlelight at the
end of the service. Please invite your friends
and family! All are welcome!

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
N OV E M BE R:
Peggy frazier
Linda Schmidt
Cheryl Moore
Mindy Chambers
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino

D E CE M BE R:
Kimberly Losey
Office Closures:

Kim Victorino

The church office will be closed half day on
Dec. 4th and the week of Christmas Day
through New Year’s. We will re-open
Wednesday, Jan. 2nd, 2019! Mary then fully
expects the office door to slide open with a
“swoosh”, the computer to no longer require
a keyboard, and the office to greet me upon
my arrival!

Mia LaCroix
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Cheryl Moore
Brenda Hatcher
Jenny Heddin



For the community



For the Sidewalk fundraiser

Worship Preparation



Grateful for 10 day survival of a friend who
was given only 2 days with pancreatitis

Sunday, Dec. 2:
Jeremiah33:14-16
Psalm25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21: 25-36



That the Day Spa has been open 25 days



For a three hour lunch & talk with her son



That Amy’s family was together for
Thanksgiving and her sister surprised her
with a visit

Sunday, Dec. 9:
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

We pray for these new prayer concerns:

Sunday, Dec. 16:
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Sunday, Dec. 23:
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55 or
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)
Sunday, Dec. 30:
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52



What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?



For the firefighters in California



For the Golcher family



For Dorothy’s sister in law Lori who had
surgery for bladder cancer.



For city creating space for the homeless.
For those helping and those in need



Pray for persons to overcome issues



Jack and Barb Reynolds. Barb fell & is home
after trip to ER



Tony who is to be released in 7 months if he
has a place to live.

Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as
confidential and are not included on this list
but will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.
The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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Called to Serve in...

DECEMBER

Elders
DEC. 2 —Selena Kilmoyer
DEC. 9— Nell Carlson
DEC. 16—Debbie Arney
DEC. 23—Jenny Heddin
DEC. 30—Brenda Hatcher

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Dec. 2 — Ken Hall
Dec. 9— Jenny Heddin
Dec. 16— Mindy Chambers
Dec. 23— Kim Losey & Kimberly
Victorino
Dec. 30 —

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
Dec. 2— Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Dec. 9— Mindy Chambers
Dec. 16—Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Dec. 23— Helena Wilson & Vern
Lacewell
Dec. 30

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
Dec. 2 — Kimberly Victorino &
Kim Losey
Dec. 9 — Mia LaCroix
Dec. 16— Cheryl Moore
Dec. 23 —Brenda Hatcher
Dec. 30—Jenny Heddin

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Friday, Dec. 21st
at 6pm we will
gather for a
Longest Night
Service. For
those who are
unfamiliar with
this tradition, we
spend some time
together on the
longest night of the year. We acknowledge that there can be loss and grief during
this time.

Our Head Elf, Rachel who always manages to transform
the sanctuary each season, wishes to extend her
heartfelt, and deep appreciation to all those who came
out to assist in the transformation of the sanctuary, library, narthex, and even the church office into beautiful,
welcoming spaces! Thank you to: Kim Losey, Kimberly Victorino, Amy & Mia LaCroix, Kate
Ayers, Don Hutchings, and Mary Wolfskill.

We will have a meeting Sunday, Dec. 2 ND after
service. Please meet in the library.
Please bring your calendars so we can update our
schedule. If you have any questions, please contact
Brenda Hatcher or Val Karjala.
8
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There will not be a board meeting in
December.

The First Christian Church ‘Day Spa’
Our downtown community is experiencing an unprecedented number of unsheltered
individuals; more than 150 tents and twice as many individuals --- many elderly and physically
challenged. The church board has agreed to begin, on a monthly basis, to host our Day
Spa, seven days a week, welcoming the 42 vulnerable adults who are guests in the downstairs Interfaith Works Overnight Shelter. Our goal is to organically grow a downstairsupstairs ‘family’.
•
From 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., our guests will be cocooned; free to come
as they will. One of the greatest challenges will be to limit our Day Spa to only IW
Shelter guests, otherwise we will be over-ridden by too many. This is a most difficult policy that MUST be employed so the Day Spa may be! It is the greatest concern of neighbors, FCC Board and IW Shelter leadership. Together volunteer staff
and guests will continually and consistently keep this a priority!
•
In response to neighbors’ concerns, IW shelter staff input, consistent oversight of property perimeter, bathrooms and lower level designated smoking zone
will be a priority of our shift volunteers.
•

2018 FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
Our noontime concert series continues with top-notch musicians providing music
for respite and restoration during the hurried and harried days before Christmas.
Nov. 30:
Dec. 7:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 28:

Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble and Friends
The Chuck Stentz Saxophone Quartette
David Deacon-Joyner, piano and vocals
Scot Cossu, Piano and Heather Reeves, Cello
Vendredi’s Bag, Jazz and Pop Standards

The concerts are free; however, we do encourage contributions for the musicians. We
begin with refreshments in the library at 11:30. Concerts begin at noon and last about
an hour. If you would like to be a greeter or provide cookies for one or more concerts,
please call or text Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol to sign up.

Simple breakfast, lunch and snacks will be provided.

•
It will require $99 PER DAY to cover the expenses incurred by First
Christian Church [utilities, garbage removal, cleaning supplies, paper products of
bathrooms and other extraneous items ]. We will be blitzing the greater community
with news of the ‘Day Spa’ and appealing their generous loving support.
•
As well, donations of food for meals and healthy snacks, as well as hygiene
and basic health items will be requested. On-line as well as email and of course
the FCC bulletin will keep us current with the specific needs as their arise. ( For
now, fresh fruit esp. oranges, healthy snack bars, breakfast cereals, powdered
milk, coffee/creamer/sugar, herbal teas and juices are priority. Also, cup-of-soups
cheese sticks --- items in quantity for 42 if possible).
•
We will be working creatively with Mary, our Office Admin., to maintain our
existing schedule of groups and organizations using the FCC space, while adding the
Day Spa.
We rejoice as we open our doors and hearts in a real and wonderful way. A majority of
the current 42 guests are elderly and physically challenged so for them, the FCC Day Spa
is truly a blessing. Thank you and all for your generous support in the days and weeks
ahead. Please share: https://www.firstchristiandayspa.org/

IT’S TOPSY-TURVY DAY!
That’s right! We’re having a 12-night Christmas Party! In honor of the
tradition of Christmas lasting more than just one day, we’re going to have
our Christmas party on Sunday, January 6th, (Epiphany)! We’ll have time to
enjoy the holidays with our friends and family, and then spend Sunday
afternoon with our FCC family! We’re planning some fun activities so we’re
asking you to save the date!
What we know right now:
When:

Sunday, Jan., 6th

Where:

Gwinwood—Main Lodge

Time:

After Church

What:

Food, Games, Music

Who:

Everyone! Bring your friends!

—Selena, Joyful Crone --- and Day Spa loving ‘lead’
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