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FCC IN OCTOBER!
MISSION OF THE MONTH—NOVEMBER
This month, our special offering is
for Disciples Higher Education! You
can learn more from this video,
from Chris Dorsey, President of
Higher Education & Leadership
Ministries (HELM). Learn more
about the work they are doing to
“develop and nurture leaders who
will transform church, society, and
world.”

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY (PG. 9)
VESPERS (P . 6)
G

FAITH ACTION NETWORK
COMES TO FCC! (PG. 8)
SACRED DAY SPA! (PG. 7)
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Open Minds

Capital Christian
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

YWCA Womxn of Achievement 2018 Honorees

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
The final weeks of October were difficult. The senseless massacre at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh left me, and most in our community, with feelings of despair, hopelessness, anger, grief, and bewilderment. It feels as if violence and hatred have taken over our
world.
We only need look down Franklin Street to witness the violence of gentrification on the poor
in our own backyard. More than 250 tents are set up in downtown, and that number grows
everyday as the weather gets colder and the rain settles in. Ironically there are more apartments available than ever before downtown. More apartments and condos are being built
as I write. Unfortunately they are marketed to the upper middle class and wealthy making
them unaffordable to most. It is only a matter of time before the powers that be find a way
to remove all of the people living in tents and on the streets. No one wants to spend a lot of
money to live downtown and have to see poverty out their window.
A society fashioned on violence and hate will find it easy to follow this logic. My prayer is
that people living in tents, and on the sidewalks and in the woods not simply be swept away,
but be helped into more suitable and sustainable housing. There are good hearted, well
meaning, caring people in positions of power in our city and county who are working hard to
find a way. I ask you to join me in holding them in our prayers.
A society that values money over people will suffer violence, hatred, divisiveness in order to
chase wealth. And will have no issue with the "othering" of people who do not act, believe,
look, and think the way it does. And will have no problem electing officials who will carry out
the evils required to further build such a society. I urge you to vote.

Saturday, Nov. 10th, from 5:30-9PM at South Puget Sound Community College, Student
Union Building, the Olympia YWCA will be honoring: Sharonda Amamilo, Lead senior
attorney for the Family Justice
Division of Thurston Co. Pub.
Def. Office; Rosalinda Noriega,
Ex. Dir. Of Pizza Klatch; Shambricia Spencer, Planned
Parenthood Votes NW Capacity Building Mgr.; and Gabi
M.S. Trautmann, owner & operator, Gabi’s Olympic Cards &
Comics.

OLYMPIA FAMILY THEATER

ARE YOU SOMEONE WHO LOVES
TO SHARE JOY?! GREAT!

TALES TOLD IN TEN
Olympia Family
Theater is hosting
their second annual 10-minute play
festival! Each performance will feature six 10-minute
plays, created for
an all-ages audience. Only three
(3) chances to see
them! Saturday, Nov. 3rd @ 7pm, Sunday, Nov.
4th @ 2pm, Sunday Nov. 4th @ 5pm.You may
recognize a couple of the names of our the participating playwrights and directors!

Martin Niemoller's speech (that was later recorded as a poem) in the 1940's during Hitler's
reign in Nazi, Germany seems as relevant today as it was then:
Cont. page 3
2
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We are looking for
a few people to
help out with: video recording sermons, help with
updating our messaging: website, Facebook, Twitter,
flyers, and community calendars!
There are sometimes just more exciting things happening than we have
time to get the word out about—like
right now! We need help! We’re hoping to get a group together who can
join tasks and brainstorm ideas! It’ll
be a fun group! We’ll meet for coffee
sometimes & via email too!!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

"First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a socialist.

Monday, Nov. 5th @ 4pm—Lacey branch of Timberland
Regional Library: Humans have evolved and maintained our
integrity as a species because of our ability to collectively create
and tell stories. But what happens when those stories divide, segregate, and even encourage violence among us? In this talk, professor Jessica Maucione discusses texts that celebrate and explore
white characters, in contrast to and at the expense of black and
brown characters whose dehumanization is sometimes blatant,
but often incredibly subtle. She talks about ways we can seek out narratives that counter
this white-centered approach, with the goal of making us more responsible consumers of
dominant narratives, better role models, and more connected human beings. Jessica
Maucione is associate professor of English and women's and gender studies and has a PhD
from Washington State University. She currently teaches at Gonzaga University where she
also co-directs the Underrepresented Minority Post-doctoral Fellowship program .

CIELO Celebration! — Saturday, Nov. 3RD 5:30—11:00pm
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Olympia
Help raise funds for
CIELO, promoting
community, selfsufficiency, and leadership! There will be
a Day of the Dead
dinner, dance, and
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 3rd from
5:30-11pm.
You can learn more
about them here:
https://www.cieloprograms.org/.
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Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me."
No matter how frightening the world may seem, no matter how dark, no matter how
bleak we must speak out. We must, as followers of Jesus risk everything for justice. We
must keep hope alive. It is who we are and what we are called to do. We know that light
will always overtake the dark. There is no darkness too dark for light. Love will prevail. We
must not lose hope.
I urge you to vote. I urge you to pray. I urge you to speak up every opportunity you have
to challenge hate rhetoric, acts of violence and destructive behaviors. I urge you to pay
attention. I urge you to love, accept and affirm people of differing faiths, sexuality, gender,
color, ethnicity, status. The beauty of diversity is the face of God. Being a congregation of
radical hospitality is critical. I urge you to be a light in the dark. To love, to be joy-filled, to
be peaceful, and to share hope.
In times such as these there is a natural desire to turn inward. To protect and serve only
ourselves. We must fight this desire. This is not the time to turn away from the world, it is
not the time to only think about ourselves. We must press on....we must become more
open, more accepting, more loving, more giving, more caring, more vulnerable. This is the
way of Jesus....the way of God....the way through darkness.....the path to resurrection.
"Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness." Desmond Tutu
In love, with great hope
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY

I have a confession to make. I am addicted to fabric and quilting. I
love fabric. I guess you could call me a fabricholic if there is such a
word. I love the colors and textures. Sometimes I hate to cut into a
piece of fabric, because then my path is determined. You see....while
the fabric is whole there are a myriad of creative things you can do with it. My imagination goes wild with all of the possibilities. But once it is cut you have chosen your
road. However, sometimes in quilting the pieces come together in a wonderful pattern
that is more beautiful and useful than the original fabrics. Maybe that can be a life lesson for us. Sometimes when we feel our lives are in pieces, they eventually come together in a much fuller more beautiful life than we started with. I guess you just have to
keep basting until you get it right! Or to paraphrase....as you sew...so you will
reap.......or something like that. Just a thought.
—Debbie
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Since book club is on
the 4th Thurs., we’ll be
skipping November,
which is also Thanksgiving, and meeting Dec.
6th @ noon in the
church library.
We will be reading A
Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith.
We’ll be meeting in
the church library!
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
We have ordered our Advent devotionals! The
Worship committee has selected a study by Carol
Howard Merritt, I Am Mary.
We will join “young Mary as
she experiences the surprise, confusion, fear, anticipation, and blessing that follows her brave response to
God’s call: “Here I am, Lord.”
Listen carefully, and you may
hear that call in your own life. Devotionals will be
available the last week of November.
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6-Nov
10-Nov
12-Nov
12-Nov

Rachel Crum
Sherrie Fisher
Don Hutchings
David Lindley

13-Nov
13-Nov
15-Nov
15-Nov
16-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov

Vern Lacewell
Jack Reynolds
Sue Nord Conte
Valerie Inforzato
Alan Wallace
Bernie Ammons
Zach Shepard
Visnu Ray-Monarche

18-Nov
20-Nov
20-Nov
21-Nov

Will Ulry
Luna Jess
Hannah Shepard
Leah Wilson

24-Nov
25-Nov

Karen Nye
Grayson Shepard

28-Nov
29-Nov

Mia LaCroix
Jane Hooper

Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, Nov. 4:
Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

We give thanks:
 For Brenda’s joyful experience in the south
with loving people
 For Clark’s meeting with South Sound Communities about helping the homeless
 Joy for the woman Deborah met in McDonald’s.
 Amy’s joy that Sergio is in church today
 Jenny’s joy with 7 children painting pumpkins
 Marilyn’s grateful that her students have parents supporting them in school
We pray for these new prayer concerns:

Sunday, Nov. 11:
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Sunday, Nov. 18:
1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Sunday, Nov. 25:
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18)
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37



What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?
 For victims and families of the shooting in
Pittsburg Jewish Temple.
 Prayers for the homeless during the rain
 For the Georgia hurricane victims and the
damage done to the fields and crops
 Danita’s sister, Kim
 The Reynolds, Jack for healing and Barb who
has moved to a care facility
 Karen who will have surgery this Wednesday
 For those fueled by hate
 For Dorothy’s sister-in-law who has bladder
cancer. Surgery is this Friday.
 Kimberly for continued healing
Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as
confidential and are not included on this list
but will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.

Hi Gang,
We had hoped to get a few
more things accomplished
before winter, yet we had
plumbing, electrical, flooding, and heating challenges.
These issues are pretty much
resolved now. Over the winter we hope to
get some interior painting and sprucing up
done. We will also be working on the thermostats so we can save some of the thousands
of dollars we spend in heating. In the meantime, please leave the doors closed. Since the
church building is a historical site, we may be
able to access a grant for exterior paint next
year. We would also like to work on the ramp
by the office, signage, and a few exterior
things next spring. We will see how far our
time and money can take us.

OC T O BE R:
Brenda Hatcher
Dean Gregorius
Vern Lacewell
Helena Wilson
Debbie Arney

Schedule for Fellowship in
November:

All the best!
JEB

Mindy Chambers

Office Closures:
The church office will be closed Monday, Nov.
12th in honor of Veteran’s Day. Mary is taking
a vacation day on Wed., Nov. 14th.
In addition, the office will be closed Thurs., &
Fri., Nov. 22nd & 23rd for Thanksgiving.

The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com
12

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
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Peggy Frazier
Linda Schmidt
Cheryl Moore

VESPERS CONTINUES — BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR AMY
Pastor Amy is continuing her Bible study, And Still We
Rise, on Wednesday, Nov. 14th @ 1pm in Sacred Space.
She will continue to offer her once a month study at
1pm on the second Wednesday of the month.
We will also continue our weekly Vespers Service at
6pm, and include a potluck supper, every Thursday @
6pm, through Nov. 15 th . We share a meal, and join in
prayer. We hold each other, and our community in prayer.
There’s no book to purchase and you don’t need to do
anything more than show up! If you’d like to bring
something to share—great! Either way, there will be
good food for your stomach, and great food for your soul! No book to get. Everyone is welcome!

Called to Serve in...

NOVEMBER

Elders
Nov. 4 —Robert Smith
Nov. 11—Nell Carlson
Nov. 18—Jenny Heddin
Nov. 25—Mary Wolfskill

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Nov. 4 — Ken Hall
Nov. 11— Jenny Heddin
Nov. 18— Mindy Chambers
Nov. 25— Kim Losey & Kimberly
Victorino

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings

HANGING OF THE GREENS!
Our head-elf, Rachel, is looking for a few extra hands to help decorate!
We’ll be getting together around 5:30-6pm on Wed., Nov. 28th! There will
be Christmas music, some food...Pizza is Christmassy—right? All the decorations are right here! We’ll just put them where Rachel wants them!

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
Nov. 4— Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Nov. 11—Mindy Chambers
Nov. 18— Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Nov. 25— Helena Wilson & Vern
Lacewell

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
Nov. 4 — peggy Frazier & Linda
Schmidt
Nov. 11 — TBD
Nov. 18 — TBD
Nov. 25 — Mindy Chambers
We will have a meeting Sunday, Nov. 4th after
service. Please meet in the library.
Please bring your calendars so we can update our
schedule. If you have any questions, please contact
Brenda Hatcher or Val Karjala.
6

This month’s board meeting will be
Wednesday, Nov. 14th at 6pm in
the church library.
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PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
DOWNTOWN FOR THE HOLIDAYS
THE SINGING, RINGING CHIME CHOIR!
It’s a tradition! On Sunday, November 25TH, Alleluia!
Handbell Ensemble and the singing, ringing, chime
choir will provide a festive program of carols and
songs sure to warm hearts and lift spirits. We will
perform again this year in Batdorf and Bronson’s
cozy Capitol Way coffee shop. You are invited to
join in this fun and family friendly activity during
the "Downtown for the Holidays" event. We sing familiar seasonal songs while ringing
our own accompaniment on chimes and handbells. No experience is needed. No rehearsals are required. We use a simple sing/ring method easily learned in a few
minutes. We assemble in our performance spot at 1:00 PM and perform until about
2:45 PM. Questions? Call or text Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol for more information.

The First Christian Church ‘Day Spa’
Our downtown community is experiencing an unprecedented number of unsheltered individuals; more than 150 tents and twice as many individuals --- many elderly and physically challenged. The church board has agreed to begin, on a monthly basis, to host our
Day Spa, seven days a week, welcoming the 42 vulnerable adults who are guests in the
downstairs Interfaith Works Overnight Shelter. Our goal is to organically grow a downstairs-upstairs ‘family’.
•
From 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., our guests will be cocooned; free to come
as they will. One of the greatest challenges will be to limit our Day Spa to only IW
Shelter guests, otherwise we will be over-ridden by too many. This is a most difficult policy that MUST be employed so the Day Spa may be! It is the greatest concern of neighbors, FCC Board and IW Shelter leadership. Together volunteer staff
and guests will continually and consistently keep this a priority!
•
In response to neighbors’ concerns, IW shelter staff input, consistent oversight of property perimeter, bathrooms and lower level designated smoking zone
will be a priority of our shift volunteers.
•

2018 FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
Our noontime concert series continues with top-notch musicians providing music
for respite and restoration during the hurried and harried days before Christmas.
Nov. 30:
Dec. 7:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 28:

Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble and Friends
The Chuck Stentz Saxophone Quartette
David Deacon-Joyner, piano and vocals
Scot Cossu, Piano and Heather Reeves, Cello
Vendredi’s Bag, Jazz and Pop Standards

The concerts are free; however, we do encourage contributions for the musicians. We
begin with refreshments in the library at 11:30. Concerts begin at noon and last about
an hour. If you would like to be a greeter or provide cookies for one or more concerts,
please call or text Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol to sign up.

Simple breakfast, lunch and snacks will be provided.

•
It will require $99 PER DAY to cover the expenses incurred by First Christian Church [utilities, garbage removal, cleaning supplies, paper products of bathrooms and other extraneous items ]. We will be blitzing the greater community
with news of the ‘Day Spa’ and appealing their generous loving support.
•
As well, donations of food for meals and healthy snacks, as well as hygiene
and basic health items will be requested. On-line as well as email and of course
the FCC bulletin will keep us current with the specific needs as their arise. ( For
now, fresh fruit esp. oranges, healthy snack bars, breakfast cereals, powdered
milk, coffee/creamer/sugar, herbal teas and juices are priority. Also, cup-of-soups
cheese sticks --- items in quantity for 42 if possible).
•
We will be working creatively with Mary, our Office Admin., to maintain
our existing schedule of groups and organizations using the FCC space, while adding the Day Spa.
We rejoice as we open our doors and hearts in a real and wonderful way. A majority of
the current 42 guests are elderly and physically challenged so for them, the FCC Day Spa
is truly a blessing. Thank you and all for your generous support in the days and weeks
ahead.
—Selena, Joyful Crone --- and Day Spa loving ‘lead’
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ALL SAINTS

Faith Action Network coming to FCC-OLY!
Sunday, Nov. 11TH Paul Benz with the Faith
Action Network will be our guest speaker.
Later, from 2-4pm, the area cluster meeting
will also be held here. That means we’ll
have the opportunity to welcome people
from several faith communities in the area,
such as FUMCO, Olympia Zen Center, St.
Benedict Episcopal Church, The United Churches of Olympia, and Temple Beth Hatfiloh.

Sunday, Nov. 4th we will celebrate All Saints Sunday here. There
will be table for remembrances of those we love and who have
passed. Please feel free to bring photos, or small remembrances of
those who have passed whom you love. You will also have an
opportunity to light a candle during our time of sharing.

The three main foci for meetings are:
1. To build closer relationships between all the faith communities of the specific Cluster
group.
2. To provide a space to hear advocacy updates from Advocating Faith Communities and
FAN.
3. To strategize together on advocacy plans/events for the coming year.
This will be a wonderful opportunity connect with others in faith communities in our
community, as we work together to advocate for our more beautiful and just communities.
As part of visiting missionary Loren McGrail’s plans while in the
Northwest Region, she will be leading two unique events at
University Congregational United Church of Christ, 4515 16th
Ave NE, in Seattle and all are invited to attend.

DON’T FORGET!
“Unexpected Joy” Assemblage Workshop: Saturday, November 17
from 9:30am to noon in the Chapel. A minister, theologian, poet and visual artist Loren
McGrail will be on hand to teach us about the art of assemblage – building a piece of art
from found objects. Open to all ages, you are asked to become a forager, a rummager,
and scavenger from now until November 17th– selecting objects and images that bring
you joy.
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Saturday, Nov. 3rd at midnight we need to set our
clocks & watches back one hour! Your ‘smart phone’
will likely do it for you. Don’t forget the clock in
your car! This is a good time to change the batteries
in smoke & other detectors too! If you forget, you can
help with coffee hour that week!
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