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INTERFAITH WORKS
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Interfaith Works promotes interfaith understanding, and serves the community through
charitable, social and educational endeavors. It has a long-standing history of bringing the
human and financial resources of our faith communities together with business and
government agencies for the benefit of those in need.
First Christian Church is honored to be a member faith community of Interfaith Works!
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Wed., Oct. 3RD @ 6pm! We will
gather in Koinonia Hall for
music, puppets, coloring
pages, and a screening of
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
This is a completely FREE event for—you guessed it—
our whole neighborhood! So, invite your friends, family, co-workers, and of course, your neighbors! We’ll
even have popcorn! Everyone is welcome—so please,
invite folks to join us!

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

It's Fall! The color of the leaves are stunning. I love fall colors. Arguably my
favorite season of the year. There is something powerful watching the leaves change. In
truth I love every stage of their transformation.
Spring is new life. The leaves are small, tender and unfurl with a light and yellowish green. As
summer arrives the green deepens, the leaves broaden spanning out to create shade,
shelter and beauty. Fall enters gently with at first a subtle change. One leaf turns from deep
green to a golden brown, another transforms from green to red, days may go by before
more join in. Then one morning we awake to a total transfiguration. Surrounded by vibrant
colors of rust, yellow, blazing red, and greens. This breathtaking view feels as if it happened
over night, but in fact has been in process for much longer than we could know. Eventually,
the leaves fall leaving the branches bare. Winter appears barren and bleak, but with a
promise that life still exists and new growth will return. Every season is necessary. Every
season holds its own beauty. But I'm especially fond of Fall.
Fall invites us to reap the harvest - and the harvest is bountiful. Fall reminds us that life is
beautiful, and exciting, and abundant - give thanks and enjoy. It is also a time to prepare for
the winter that is before us.
It is easy to be distracted by all of the difficulties in our world - local, nationally, globally - For
today I pray you simply bask in the beauty of this magnificent season and remember that
everything has a season.
Peace,
Amy
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TURNS OUT—IT’S EASIER TO BE GREEN THAN WE THOUGHT!
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
has a ministry called Green Chalice in
partnership with Blessed Tomorrow,
they are helping congregations just
like ours discover new ways to be
good stewards. We are also working
with the City of Olympia to work on reducing our footprint! What does that mean? Well,
we’re so glad you asked! In the coming days and weeks, you will see more opportunities
to reduce, reuse, and recycle. In addition to cutting costs, we hope to reduce how much
waste we generate! Want to learn more? Great, check out this link: https://
vimeo.com/132855570
Want to be part of our Green Team?—Great! Let us know! Who knew it IS so easy to
be green!
Have you noticed
there are faces
you aren’t sure if
you know? Or,
you know the
face—and can’t
quite remember
the name? We
already have
several updates
to our directory with new people! So, this is a
great opportunity to share a cup of coffee — or
do lunch—with someone you haven’t had the
chance to get to know yet! We’ll be printing an
updated directory within the week! In the
meantime—celebrate growth and share some
time with a new face! As they say: Make new
friends but keep the old! One is silver and the
other gold!
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ARE YOU
SOMEONE WHO
LOVES TO
SHARE JOY?!

GREAT!
We are looking for a few people to
help out with: video recording sermons, help with updating our messaging: website, Facebook, Twitter, flyers,
and community calendars! There are
sometimes just more exciting things
happening than we have time to get
the word out about—like right now!
We need help! We’re hoping to get a
group together who can join tasks and
brainstorm ideas! It’ll be a fun group!
We’ll meet for coffee sometimes & via
email too!!

CHAPLAINS ON THE HARBOR EVENT
“Why are we Poor?” Rev. Liz Theoharis and Willie Baptist will
be in Aberdeen on Friday, Oct. 12th at 6pm. The event is hosted by Chaplains on the Harbor. You can find out more about
the event and the work Chaplains on the Harbor is doing at:
https://chaplainsontheharbor.org/ or the Facebook event
page: https://www.facebook.com/events/326407831450894/
Rev. Liz Theoharis is the director of the Kairos Center for Religions,
Rights, and social justice, and the national co-chair, along with Rev.
Dr. William J. Barber II, of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival.

Saturday, Oct. 6th First Christian Church will be hosting the WA State organizing committee of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. This will be an
event to plan the next phase in the movement to address the core issues the movement is
addressing: Systemic Racism, Poverty and Inequality, Ecological Devastation, War Economy
and Militarism, and the need to Change our Distorted National Morality. The Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) has been honored to be part of this movement. If you’d like to
read more, DOC-PPC. If you’d like to learn more about the movement: https://
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/ or the WA State Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/WashingtonPPC/

I was sitting and eating my lunch today and thinking about the column I hadn’t written
yet. I had only come up with clichés, even though I hoped for better. But, I have run out
of time now, so you get the cliché. Sorry.
Autumn has come upon us. The Harvest moon has shown above us. Change is in the air.
Some of the changes at First Christian will be gradual or in the near future (like during
Lent). There are plans afoot to freshen up the sanctuary and other parts of the building.
Pastor Amy has come back and is fired up to help us discern how First Christian will fit
into the changing Olympia downtown. Olympia is working toward a new building for the
Interfaith Works shelter, which means they would move out of our basement. That is a
slightly more distant change that is coming. It will give us time to think about our basement space and what it could be re-purposed to do. There are Bible studies starting up
and fun movies on Wednesdays to see. We have been welcoming new people to our
Sunday worship, both big people and cute little people.
Change is coming from many quarters. Are you ready to embrace the changes and help
First Christian become the church of our shared future? Change can be challenging
sometimes, and scary sometimes, and amazing sometimes. But, it is always better on
the other side, when we look back on the journey with pride that we made it through
together. Only and always together.
Change is coming! See you on the journey!

—Rachel

TINY HOUSE WORKSHOP! Saturday, Oct. 27th 10am-3pm at Evergreen Christian:
1000 Black Lake Blvd. SW Olympia, WA “What are Tiny Houses and
How can these work for Faith Communities?” Speakers: Erik
DeBuhr, Community-Supported Shelter (Eugene, OR and Walla
Walla, WA) Steve Olson, Pastor, Low Income Housing Institute of
Seattle, Jill Severn of Panza/Quixote Village on governance. Olympia City Council member on the City’s plans for tiny houses. Contact Peter Cook to RSVP: pcook99@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Hello Church Community!
A lot has quietly been going
on in the background. The
first thing is we received free
consolation from a local designer, Kathy Gilliam, to help
develop a complete pallet of
colors (inside and out). Kathy
worked with what we had and took it a step
forward. You may be seeing some of those
colors popping up. Probably the most important thing was the electrical work we have
had completed. We have had four dangerous
electrical panel boxes replaced. Two were in
the shelter, and the city may help pay for the
safety upgrade. We also had a flood in the
shelter caused by the sprinkler system. A
Number of volunteers helped clean it up
(thanks Mindy, Paul, and Don). We brought
in some dehydrating equipment, and we
received a good deal of sunshine during the
following weeks.
We have copied and recopied a number of
keys in the past. Frankly, we were not sure of
everyone that had them. It was time to rekey
the doors, which has now been completed.
We have a limited number of keys, and there
is now a sign out process. If you need a key,
please see Mary. Finally, I am hoping to get a
couple things done before winter, and I may
ask for your help. All the best ~ JEB
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A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
SE P T E M BE R:
Siobhan Jackson
Judy Bushell

Javoen Byrd, also known as Ayanwumi, in Oyo, Nigeria, will be
hosting a drum demonstration on how Yoruba drums are used to
speak the language and spread messages across townships. Javoen
Byrd divides his time between Washington, where he is currently
pursuing his MA/PhD in Ethnomusicology at the UW, and Ile Ife,
Nigeria, where he travels to study Yoruba language, traditional
Yoruba religion, and drum. This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Olympia Timberland Library and will occur after
regular library hours. Thurs., Oct. 4th @ 7:30pm

Ellen Cholski
Val Karjala
Danita Ross

Peter Ali, a talented, self-taught Native American musician
who draws much of his flute virtuosity from his rich cultural
heritage, will perform and share stories of Native and Meso
American flutes for about an hour and he will then offer a
30 minute class. Space is limited and registration required.
Call or come into the library to sign up starting September
15. This program is sponsored by the Friends of the Olympia
Timberland Library. Sat., Oct. 6th 2pm

Schedule for Fellowship
in October
Brenda Hatcher
Dean Gregorius
Vern Lacewell

Scholar Sarah Eltantawi reveals the past religious and political conditions that led to the current state of the world's second largest religion.
This program is sponsored by Humanities Washington and will occur after
regular library hours. Thurs., Oct. 11th @ 7:30—8:45pm

Helena Wilson
Debbie Arney

Alan Nasser, emeritus in Philosophy and Political
Economy at The Evergreen State College, will discuss Overripe Economy and answer audience questions. Nasser has taught at Indiana
University, the State University of New York and the University of
Washington. Copies of the book will be available for purchase. This
event will occur after regular library hours and no other library services
will be available. Wed. Oct. 24th @ 7:30pm
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VESPERS BEGINS — NEW BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR AMY

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, Oct. 25TH. We will
be reading Love and
Other Consolation Prizes,
by Jamie Ford.

5-Oct

Melissa Wallace

8-Oct

Judy Gregorius

13-Oct

Peggy Frazier

For more information
about the book club,

13-Oct

Sharon Lindley

please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-301-4287

14-Oct

Kim Losey

17-Oct

Kimberly Victorino

19-Oct

Elsie Kunze

19-Oct

Kennedy Mae Henze

20-Oct

Gayle Wilson

22-Oct

Nell Carlson

29-Oct

Tegan Gibson

We’ll be meeting in
the church library!

ALREADY?? YES!!
We have ordered our Advent devotionals! That may
seem premature—until you
realize Advent begins in less
than 9 weeks! The Worship
committee has selected a
study by Carol Howard Merritt, I Am Mary. We will join
“young Mary as she experiences the surprise, confusion, fear, anticipation,
and blessing that follows her brave response to
God’s call: “Here I am, Lord.” Listen carefully, and
you may hear that call in your own life. Devotionals
will be available before Dec. 2nd!
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1-Oct

Rayanna & Jessi

Pastor Amy is offering two options for her new Bible
study! She will continue to offer her once a month
study at 1pm on the second Wednesday of the month.
So, for October that will be Wed., Oct. 10th. Then, beginning Thurs., Oct. 11th, we’ll also be a weekly study of
the same material, And Still We Rise. This will be a
weekly Vespers Service at 6pm, and include a potluck
supper.
There’s no book to purchase and you don’t need to do
anything more than show up! If you’d like to bring
something to share—great! Either way, there will be
good food for your stomach, and great food for your
soul! No book to get. Everyone is welcome!
SPIRIT DAY 2018! We have the opportunity to join an amazing group who are working
to stand against bullying of LGBTQIA folks. Oct. 18TH is Spirit Day! What does that mean?
Well, it’s a day in which we come together and where PURPLE as a signal we are here for
you. We see you. You are beautiful just as God created you!. So, join us on Thurs., Oct.
18th and wear purple! You can learn
more about GLAAD’s work here:
https://www.interfaithpride.org/

We will have a meeting Sunday, Oct. 7th after
service. Please meet in the library.
Please bring your calendars so we can update our
schedule. If you have any questions, please contact
Brenda Hatcher or Val Karjala.
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This month’s board meeting will be
Wednesday, October 10th at 6pm in
the church library.

Prayers of the People
We give thanks:
Pssst….Did you
know?!?

HAVE

YOU

HEARD? DID

YOU KNOW?!?

NO WAY! Are you
sure?!? That’s the
most exciting thing
I’ve heard this year!




Worship Preparation
Sunday, Oct. 7:
Job 1:1, 2:1-10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16








That’s right! For those who didn’t know—or even if you knew, but
it’s slipped your mind—you can find Pastor Amy’s messages right on our
website! If you go to www.firstchristianolympia.org at the right-hand, top of the
page, you can click on “sermons” and either watch a message right there, or download it to watch later! You can also watch them through our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/firstchristianolympia/. What is really amazing about this is not
only can you catch up on messages you may have missed, it’s also an easy way of
sharing with friends and family who may not be ready to join us on Sunday, but are
interested in finding out more about what Pastor Amy’s messages are like! Also, if
you “like us” on Facebook and follow us on Twitter® https://twitter.com/FCCOlympia
you can get updates on activities and when a new video is uploaded! Another easy
way to stay in touch and keep connected!
SPEAKING

OF GREAT TECHNOLOGY !

DID
you ever wished
there was an APP for your phone to make
the all-loving God we worship—the one we
know loves us unconditionally—was more
accessible. Well, not God so much—but
podcasts, videoblogs, and other tools for
our spiritual growth? Pastor Amy found
this great resource: OurBibleApp.com.
YOU ALSO KNOW...Have
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Sunday, Oct. 14:
Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

Sunday, Oct. 21:
Job 38:1-7, (38-41)
Psalm 104:1-9,24, 35c
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

Sunday, Oct. 28:
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52



That Brenda’s sister in law is visiting
That many people helped Joyce remove her
belongings and moved to temporary storage.
That Bentley has begun kindergarten
That Helena’s son is here with her
That Peggy is here after surgery on her wrist
That Ruth’s daughter in law is doing better
For the autumn beauty all around us!
For all you beautiful people
For the birth of Peggy’s new great-great
grandson, Chandler

We pray for these new prayer concerns:


What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?
 That we look for God in others
 For Kim who had surgery
 Comfort and strength for Trish and for her
husband, Bruce who is caregiver.
 Kathleen’s friend, Liz, who had a toe removed
 Family and friends of Rachel’s brother in law
who passed away
 For Nell’s sister, Eileen, who fell
Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as
confidential and are not included on this list
but will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.
The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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Called to Serve in...

OCTOBER

Elders
Oct. 7—Selena Kilmoyer
Oct. 14—Kate Ayers
Oct. 21—Ellen Cholski
Oct. 28—Judy Gregorius

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Oct. 7— Ken Hall
Oct. 14— Jenny Heddin
Oct. 21— Mindy Chambers
Oct. 28— Kim Losey & Kimberly
Victorino

2018 TURNER MEMORIAL LECTURE:
Rewilding the Image of God
October 19-20, Englewood Christian Church, Yakima
Join the Turner Lectures Planning Team for another thought provoking series
of discussions and fellowship. This year's Lecturer, Mary DeJong, is a longtime urban naturalist, practitioner and guide of place-based pilgrimage. She is
the co-founder and chair of the Friends of Cheasty Greenspace at Mountain
View, an award-winning neighborhood organization committed to creating
equitable, safe, and welcoming access to public forests for urban children and
families. She also facilitates retreats and pilgrimages in the Pacific Northwest
and in Iona, Scotland, that strengthen the unique and mystical interconnection of participants, the sacred, and the natural world. Her book, Waymarkers (2011), is heralded by pilgrims globally who long to journey to Iona with intention and purpose. Learn more about our lecturer at her
website, www.waymarkers.net.

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
Oct. 7— Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Oct. 14 — Mindy Chambers
Oct. 21— Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Oct. 28— Helena Wilson & Vern
Lacewell

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
Oct. 7 — Brenda Hatcher
Oct. 14 — Dean Gregorius
Oct. 21 — Vern Lacewell & Helena
Wilson
Oct. 28 — Debbie Arney
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FREE!

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

6 PM

So much fun—it’s scary! Well, okay...not really! We’ll be continuing in October with movie
night and using Halloween as our theme. It’s not too late to vote! You’ll find the October
options on our website, or you can contact the office!
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ALL SAINTS
This year, we will again have two opportunities
to celebrate All Saints Day. First, Interfaith
Works will have a community-wide celebration
and remembrance of those who have died in our
County over the past year, and whose remains
have not been claimed by family or friends. We
come together as community—as neighbors—
and remember those who may have died
alone—but are not forgotten. This community
event will be at 2pm, Sun., Oct. 28th at Mills
and Mills in Tumwater.
Sunday, Nov. 4th we will celebrate All Saints Sunday
here. There will be table for remembrances of those we love and who have passed.
Please feel free to bring photos, or small remembrances. You will also have an opportunity to
light a candle during our time of sharing.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
With Great Joy we celebrate Kedda Keough will
be installed as a
Bishop on Saturday, Oct. 20th at
St. Benedict’s
Episcopal Church
in Lacey! We are
so excited for our
sisters and brothers at Emmaus Catholic Community! Please, take a moment and RSVP to
sbechurch@gmail.com and let them know if you
will be able to be there!

Holy Wisdom Inclusive Catholic
Community & Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd present a
two-day special event: The
Women of Luke. You can call
Nancy @ 360-529-6892 or
email: nlspagat@hotmail.com
for more information! Please
RSVP so they can plan for
attendance!

Thank You on behalf of Cheryl Moore
To my church family, Thank you for all you’ve
done to support me in planning a beautiful and
meaningful memorial service for my mother.
Holding the service in the church meant a lot.
Love, Cheryl Moore

With sadness, we say good-bye to Elaine. As most of you know, Elaine
McDonald passed away recently. There will be graveside service at
11am on Saturday, Oct. 27th at Mills & Mills in Tumwater.
Address for Mills & Mills: 5725 Littlerock Rd. SW Tumwater, WA 98512
Map link.
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