First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

Postage

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

MISSION OF THE MONTH—JULY
YAKAMA MISSION
Today YCM works to: have Christians better listen to and create more accountability to the
voice of American Indians and First Nations people, provide better care and accountability
to the Yakama people, dismantle institutional structure that holds Native people outside
and as other, partner ecumenically and interfaith to educate and deepen public awareness
of the NAI injustices, and develop and provide
a platform for people to discuss and organize
for NAI justice. Yakama Mission recently
hosted Standing Rock Camp: Where Learning
Another Story can Change the World.
This one example of their work to increase
compassion and understanding as they dismantle systemic racism.
16

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

Open Minds

Capital Christian
Vol. 69 No. 7
June 29, 2018

FCC IN JULY!
SABBATICAL NEWS! (page 2)
JULY GUEST SPEAKER (page 4)
RETREAT REFLECTIONS (pg. 6 & 7)

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org

Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

SABBATICAL UPDATE!

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, Ju 28TH. We’re
reading “The Whistling
Season” by Ivan Doig.

Beginning June 17, Pastor Amy, Mia, Ashleigh, and Amy’s
niece, Aña have been in London! They’ve been enjoying
historic sights, like Buckingham Palace as well as some
more modern treats, like a production of Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child. They’ll be in London until June 30th.
They’ve been able to take in so many sights along the way!

So, Join us in the
church library at noon
for a great discussion!
For more information
about the book club,
please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-301-4287

YOU’VE GOTTA HAVE HEART…
Ride on the London Eye!

Ticket to ride! Hit play Tickets!
They took a riverboat ride down the River Thames,
and had a tour of Buckingham Palace and had a
great view from the London Eye of Parliament
Building!

and coffee! We could use a few more willing
hands to help with coffee hour after church! This
is a fun way to get to know people and to work
with a friend of many years, or make a new one!
Ask someone to co-host with you and sign-up
today! Kimberly Losey and Kim Victorino can
answer any questions you may have!

1-Jul

Jim Dick

8-Jul

Gene Dolan

13-Jul

Kate Ayers

13-Jul

Pat Gallaher

15-Jul

Rhian Mathis

16-Jul

Dean Gregorius

22-Jul

Tris Worden

24-Jul

Joyce Smith

27-Jul

Rayanna Downing

31-Jul

Amy La Croix

8-Jul David & Sharon Lindley
22-Jul Mindy Chambers & Paul Peck
27-Jul Val Karjala & Danita Ross
31-Jul Robert & Dorothy Smith
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Prayers of the People
We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 For Selena’s successful surgery
Worship Preparation
Sunday, July 1:
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43
Sunday, July 8:
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13
Sunday, July 15:
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
Sunday, July 22:
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34. 53-56
Sunday, July 29:
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21



For the congregational retreat this week



For the community standing up for justice

We pray for these new prayer concerns:


What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?



Blessing on Amy, Mia & Ashley as they journey through their sabbatical



That we cease drawing boundaries that
keep people out



Thanks for prayers for Ruth’s daughter in
law’s surgery. Continued prayers.



Traveling mercies as Kathleen travels to
Honduras for a spiritual retreat



For Pastor Dowdy’s daughter’s and her family on loss of her father in law.



For inclusion decisions made by the Presbyterian denomination.



For those who jailed in protests in Seattle

Note: Prayer requests received via a prayer
card or attendance card are considered as confidential and are not included on this list but
will be prayed for by the Prayer Team.
The Prayer Team meets each Monday morning
and prays for these and many continuing joys
and concerns
Judy Gregorius: 360-491-6453 or

A DELEGATION FROM CORVALLIS (USA) VISITED UZHHOROD IN SPRING
“American guests from Corvalalis have
traditionally come to Uzhhorod in MayJune. This year a former employee of a
local government body, a couple of doctors, a pharmacist, an employee of a dryfrozen food business company, and a business related to real estate arrived. The
Delegation Honorable citizen of our city
Peter Bober.
The visit was full of events and began with
the meeting of members of the Association of Twin Cities Uzhhorod-Korvalis,
where they discussed the main activities of the organization and re-elected its head.
The delegation from the sister city—the American Corvallis met in Uzhgorod city council
with the deputies of the may Vasyl Gomonai and Alexander Bilak. Peter Bober said that
last December, flagstones in the park in the center of Corvallis raised flags of twin cities,
including Uzhhorod, handed a certificate from this event and handed over a newspaper
report.
During the stay, guests were actively interested in the problems of the education system
in Uzhgorod and certain changes in the reform of this industry, asked about inclusive education, wondered that we have significantly more graduates from higher education
than the United States. Particular attention was focused on issues of access to medical
care, visiting physicians at home, as well as on the local level perceived health care reform that began in Ukraine.
The Americans said that they visited many institutions, said that they really like our city,
and who were earlier — noted positive changes in it. Read about other meetings and
their impressions in future publications.” (link to article).
Our own Debbie Arney was on this trip! She is the pharmacist referenced in the first
paragraph!

deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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GUEST SPEAKER IN JULY
Our guest speaker for the entire month of June will be Rev. Eric
Atcheson! Eric was the pastor at Longview First Christian Church
for several years. He also has a new book Oregon Trail Theology:
The Frontier Millennial Christians Face-And How We’re Ready
coming out in September of this year!
Eric’s book is described as “A
(somewhat) ordered account of
one millennial pastor’s quest for
confidence, soundness, and God’s love in the 21st century
church.”
Eric’s theme for this month will be: The Passion Asks, and
Christ Answers: Jesus at the Temple.
We’re looking forward to hearing from Eric and sharing time
with him in July.

Called to Serve in...

JULY

Elders
July 1 — Mary Wolfskill Ybarra
July 8 — Ellen Cholski
July 15 —Brenda Hatcher
July 22 — Jenny Heddin
July 29 — Debbie Arney

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
July 1 — Ken Hall
July 8 — Jenny Heddin
July 15 — Mindy Chambers
July 22— Kim Losey & Kimberly
Victorino
July 29 —

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson
Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

GREETERS
July 1 — Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
July 8 — Mindy Chambers
July 15 — Helena Wilson
July 22— Helena Wilson
July 29 —

Just in time for our annual congregational
meeting we’ll be releasing an updated
directory! So, if your information has
changed, or if you are not yet in our
directory, please see Mary so we can
get you listed.

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
July 1— Siobhan Jackson & Mary
Wolfskill Ybarra
July 8 — Ellen Cholski
July 15 — Ice Cream Social
July 22—
July 29 —
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Charles Boyer (Chuck) Stentz of the Chuck Stentz
quartet recently passed away. Many of us have
enjoyed listening to the beautiful jazz from his
saxophone, and appreciated all the music shared
with the whole community during our Fridays at
the First events in December. There will be a celebration of Chuck’s life at Rhythm & Rye from 37pm on Sunday, July 1st. The family has requested donations be made in memory of Chuck to the
Interfaith Works Emergency Shelter.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—COMING IN AUGUST!
REGIONAL MINISTER, REV. SANDY MESSICK
Will be joining us Sunday, August 5th. Sandy will be our guest speaker for the first Sunday in August while Pastor Amy is on sabbatical.
We’re looking forward to hearing from Sandy and this will be the first
time we will have a chance to ‘Name that Region’, since the vote in
the regional assembly for the Northwest region to join with the Montana region.
Bring your creative thoughts and ideas and join us for a great day
with our regional minister!

TOO
July 10th @ 6pm at Temple Beth Hatfiloh — The South Sound Faith Network for Immigration and Refugee Support consists of representatives from area faith/spiritual communities. To date, at least ten congregations have come together to explore how to support
immigrants at risk of deportation, including the possibility of providing physical sanctuary.
All faith/spiritual communities are welcome to join.

LATE TO

RETREAT? NO WAY!

Two Sundays in August we will be using some of the ways Kara Markell had us think
about our church and what we plan to do with the resources we’ve been blessed
with. So, in August plan on joining us as we spend some time working together to get
more accomplished!
If you’re disappointed you weren’t here for the retreat; or you were able to be here
for one day, but not the other, here’s your opportunity to join in the process!

PRIVACY & PROVISIONS! SATURDAY, JULY 14TH FROM 10AM—1PM Twin
Star Credit Union’s downtown Olympia branch will offer free public shredding of your
confidential documents. Please bring your shred (limit 2 grocery bags) and a food
item to be donated to the Thurston County Food Bank. Be entered in a drawing for
Mariner’s tickets. Bringing awareness to our new Saturday hours to provide our community with the best possible service.
Where:

1-2– 5th Ave. SE Olympia, WA 98501

When:

10am-1pm, Sat., July 14th

Bring:

Food item to be donated to Thurston County Food Bank
12

Please
Come!

Coming soon! We’re planning our annual church picnic!!
I know—how fun is that!?! We don’t have a lot of details
just yet—but we want you to expect to get more information
soon!
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Retreat Reflections:

COMMUNITY EVENTS
BENEFIT FOR YWCA

As someone who is new to our congregation, Siobhan Jackson didn’t
expect to find the portion of the retreat putting our church’s history on
a timeline to be very engaging. Instead, she said it felt “like the history
of my people—at least the history of the people on this journey that
I’m walking right now.”

Saturday, June 30th at 8pm there
will be a benefit for the Olympia
YWCA. Our neighbors at the YWCA

What a lovely way to put it! We’re on this journey together and finding
ways to make room for others to join us and walk this journey with us!

I went to the retreat with the hopes of having a low stress, contemplative
experience and was not disappointed. The first morning was spent looking
inward to what each of us has to share with our church. The area were taken from scripture and were different from Myers Briggs. I never considered
mercy as a talent, but as it turns out it’s my number one.
Our afternoon was spent reviewing our church’s past and reflecting on
what patterns become evident and what common patterns for churches
were not there. Service to community, not surprising to most, was a common thread,
while turmoil was quite uncommon.
The next morning was spent getting better acquainted with each other and sharing our
personal visions for FCC, first in groups of 2 or 3, then briefly telling the whole group
about each other. I did this with Judy G. and Helena was able to share their stories later
with the whole group. It was a great way to get to know people of our community better
and to share dreams. In the afternoon we did an exercise where we identified the assets
of our church, broken down into things, people, and connections to community resources. We were all surprised how many we have. In summary, we had great food, great
company, great leadership and an overall wonderful experience.
--Brenda Hatcher
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have been doing amazing work eliminating racism and
empowering women in our community! Come out and
show your support! The event will be at Rhythm &
Rye—311 Capitol Way N. Olympia.

FAMILIES BELONG TOGETHER RALLY
Saturday, June 30th at 11am our community
Will be gathering on the steps of the capitol
building to speak out about separating children from their families.
If you’d like to attend and need transportation, please let the office know so we can
coordinate transportation.
This is a non-violent protest and RSVP is encouraged at: https://act.moveon.org/
event/families-belong-together/19873/
signup/?akid=&zip=&source=
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MY REFLECTIONS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
MAY 2018
Fiscal Year
May 2018
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$7,768.25
2,180.42
(15,276.43)
($5,327.76)

Mission -Pentecost
- Other Outreach

$155.00
$75.00

July 2017 - May 2018
Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Deficit

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $7,724.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a
deficit of $52,899.10. At the end of May, the deficit is $25,305.78.
Actual expenditures are 88.02% of the annual budget.
Actual Income is 75.0%% of the annual budget.
At the end of May, the expected percentage is 91.67%%.
The deficit due to expenses higher than income is paid from savings.
Money Market Savings
CD Savings
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
Expenses
Minister Balance
Lilly Grant - church
Expenses

Church Balance
Memorial Donations
Memorial Fund Balance

40,400.82
21,504.31
1,216.53
63,121.66

$103,331.25
29,872.67
13,245.42
(171,755.16)
($25,305.82)

The first thought I had as I reflected on the retreat last weekend was to
be thankful for the opportunity to spend some quiet time with friends at
Gwinwood. But the retreat was much more than that…it was a time to
think more deeply where we, as a church, have been and where we
might be going.
One of the first topics of reflection was to look at the history of the
church. Having been a part of this congregation for 45 years I could easily
make a list of events and movements within the church during that time. But in our
reflection last week, we had the opportunity to think about the church in a different way.
We were asked: When did you feel the most alive, most motivated and excited
about your involvement? My answer to that was NOW! I think that sort of surprised me. But, when I thought of being a part of the Intentional Prayer group for
the last seven years, I realized that praying together with others on a regular basis
has opened up a whole new way of praying. I find myself more aware of the
needs of our congregation, our community and the world.
Another area that opened up some new thoughts was looking at the resources that
this church has, building, people, connections with the community, etc. The list
was endless! We are small but we are blessed with many gifts and resources,
some things that I hadn’t thought of as resources.
The last area that we explored was our hopes for the future of this church. I’m not
one to look ahead very far…often just moving with the flow. But when I had to list
3 hopes I had no problem listing them: 1. Being open to new ways of being
church, 2. Continuing to serve those in need, and 3. Remembering that we are all
children of God.

35,000.00
(27,579.46)
7,420.54

And after thinking through and writing this, I have a fourth hope (maybe even more) for
the church. That hope is that we might continue this discussion.

15,000.00
(870.40)
14,129.60
650.16
22,200.30

—Judy Gregorius

10

7

HARDWORKING PROPERTY CHAIR SEEKS A LITTLE HELP FROM FRIENDS!

DID SOMEONE SAY ICE CREAM?!?

Some of us have an abrasive personality and if that’s you let us

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

put you to use. We need to sand the banisters at the church I
also still need somebody to help me with watering please
contact JEB thanks so much ! 360-918-3911

J UN E :
Rachel Crum

email JEB: jebstir@hotmail.com.

Judy Gregorius
Kimberly Losey

THE DISCIPLES WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
It is with great joy and thanks that Pastor Amy has agreed to lead
a Bible study, starting on September 13 TH , the second Wednesday
of the month at 1-2pm in Sacred Space. The study will continue
once a month September through June, on the 2 ND Wednesday.
Everyone wishing to attend may do so. No need to ‘sign-up’, no
business to conduct, no lunch to eat—just food for the soul. All
women and men are welcome. We hope and pray that this change will be a great
benefit for us all.

This month’s board meeting will be
Wednesday, July 11th at 6pm in the
church library.

There will be not be an elders’ meeting
in July.

Kim Victorino
Val Karala
There are two things that will get me to stop
everything—the Taco truck and ice cream. We
haven’t (yet) figured out how to get the taco
truck here after church —but we will be having
an Ice Cream Social! I know! It’s basically the
best thing ever!
Sunday, July 15th we’ll gather in Koinonia Hall
after service and enjoy ice cream, toppings,
whipped cream...and maybe even cookies or
brownies to go with them! There will be a sign-up
sheet so we don’t have 15 kinds of topping and
no ice cream! Join us & invite your friends!

Our next meeting will be Sunday,
August 5th after service.
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Danita Ross

Schedule for Fellowship
in July:
Ellen Cholski
Siobhan Jackson
Mary Wolfskill Ybarra

