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MISSION OF THE MONTH—MAY
PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING
Planting churches can help change the world
“Planting a church can make a huge and lasting impression in the community it serves,” says Terrell L.
McTyer, minister of New Church Strategies and church
planter. “By empowering the oppressed, praying for the
disenfranchised, caring for the poor and promoting
hope in a fragmented world, the church can literally
help change the world,” he adds.
Each year, half of the Pentecost Offering is designated to the local Christian Disciples
Region/Area in an effort to start and sustain new churches. The other half is used by
Hope Partnership to support the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new
church leaders at events like Leadership Academy. Disciples are on course to starting
1,000 new churches by 2020. For additional information visit www.hopepmt.org.
For more information, here Click here
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Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

Friends,
As I sit to write this I am struck by the realization that this will be my last
newsletter article until October. After months and months of anticipation and planning
May has finally arrived. The time of my sabbatical is here.
May 20th - Pentecost Sunday- will be my last Sunday with you until September 9th. I'm looking forward to gathering for worship that day and gathering in fellowship that afternoon at
the send off party. The Sabbatical Planning team has done an incredible job planning, preparing, organizing and dreaming possibilities for the congregation in my absence. They have put
together a plan for worship, for fellowship and fun, and for stewardship and growth. You will
have opportunity to explore spiritual gifts, play and worship.
As I undertake my pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago in Spain and beyond, you will be on
pilgrimage too! I am excited to discover what God reveals to all of us in the next three months.
In Spain the pilgrims part each morning with the expression, "Buen, Camino!" They greet
each other throughout the day in the same way, "Buen, Camino!" It literally means, "Good,
Camino" but spiritually it means much, much more. It speaks beyond words. It really means
something like, "may you find what you seek, may more be revealed to you than what you
think you seek"
So as I prepare for my departure for Spain, and as you prepare for your pilgrimage exploring
spiritual gifts, the depths of joy, God in everyone.....
Buen, Camino!!!

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, May 24TH. We’re
reading “Last Bus to
Wisdom” by Ivan Doig.

1-May

Jessi Downing

So, Join us in the
church library at
noon for a great discussion!

3-May

Brianna Kramer

4-May

Brenda Hatcher

4-May

Cheryl Moore

For more information
about the book club,
please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-301-4287

6-May

George Wallace

16-May Zachary Mahar
16-May Si Sarton
18-May Henry Heddin
22-May Jenny Heddin

Have you noticed there are faces you aren’t sure
if you know? Or, you know the face—and can’t
quite remember the name? We already have
several updates to our directory with new people!
So, this is a great opportunity to share a cup of
coffee — or do lunch—with someone you haven’t
had the chance to get to know yet! We’ll be
printing an updated directory this summer. In the
meantime—celebrate growth!

30-May Edrie Harrington
31-May Val Karjala

13-May Jane & John Hooper
24-May Trish & Wade Shepard

Amy
Here is a link to a documentary on the Camino de Santiago if you would like to know more.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0W1_eVtsJgk
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Prayers of the People

Worship Preparation
Sunday, May 6:
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
Sunday, May 13:
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
Sunday, May 20:
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Sunday, May 27:
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 Joy for the change in the weather
 That we remember our earth with Earth Day
today.
 That Amy’s sister and niece are visiting today.
 Thanks that Mindy’s niece visited last week
We pray for these new prayer concerns:


What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?



For the planning for the Regional Assembly
to be held in May.



For Shannon Gordon’s mother who had a
medical emergency.



For those effected by the Tennessee
shooting



For a neighbor going through treatment for
cancer



For the person who fell last week

14

I have been trying to compile our church activities for the annual report. I am amazed
at all of the activities our congregation and our building are involved in. They say you
should never pat yourself on the back.....you might break your arm, but maybe we can
give each other a "thumbs-up". I am in this congregation because it gives me a chance
to live my faith. Yes, we have a lot more to do, and it is sometimes daunting to think
about. I was thinking how thankful I am to our church ancestors for providing us with a
functional building. Yes, it still needs a lot of physical work, but it provides refuge and
support for many people of our community. I believe in community and I believe in
love. Anthony J. D'Angelo said, "Without a sense of caring, there can be no sense of
community." I am thankful to be a part of such a caring, loving community. Thumbs
up!!!! Just a thought,
—Debbie
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SABBATICAL NEWS!
The sabbatical is just around the corner! We are
starting with a bon voyage party for Amy and Mia on
May 20 at 3 pm. So, save that date! It will be a catered
affair with hearty appetizers, courtesy of the Lilly
Foundation. Then, to get the date reserved, there will
be the happy return party for Amy and Mia on September 9 after church. It will a full meal catered affair, also courtesy of the Lilly Foundation.
In addition to the parties, we have some wonderful opportunities to ‘follow’ Pastor
Amy’s journey along Camino de Santiago via a video blog. Mindy is working on displays
to keep us up-to-date on Amy’s adventures. We will also be doing some of our own pilgrimage and an all day, all-church retreat with Kara Markell at Gwinwood for June 22 &
23. At the retreat we will be discovering what we carry inside ourselves and what we
carry together as a congregation. It will inform our journey for the rest of the summer.
This will be a free event, courtesy of the Lilly Foundation, which is funding Amy’s sabbatical. You will see the sign-up form soon. So, save those dates!
You will be hearing about “ways” to send messages to Amy. (But, don’t tell her about it.
It is a secret!) We will keep ourselves engaged with Amy and with each other during our
joint sabbatical. We will have a great summer here at First Christian. Have a lovely Eastertide. Our sabbatical starts right after Pentecost!

Called to Serve in...
Elders
May 6 — Kate Ayers
May 13— Robert Smith
May 20— Mary Wolfskill Ybarra
May 27— Rachel Crum

May 6: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
May 13: Mindy Chambers

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

May 20: Helena Wilson
May 27: Helena Wilson

Dates to remember: May 20th—Send off party @ 3pm

May 13— Shannon Gordon
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Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

GREETERS

We also have guest speakers lined up for each Sunday, beginning May 27th with our
very own Karen Ferguson.

Sept. 9th—Return Party

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
May 6— Ken Hall
May 13— Jenny Heddin
May 20— Mindy Chambers
May 27— Kim Losey & Kimberly
Victorino

Coffee Hour:
May 6— Helena Wilson & Kimberly
Victorino

June 22-23—Whole church retreat @ Gwinwood

MAY

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

May 20 — Sabbatical Party!
May 27 — Rachel Crum
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Outspoken: An Evening of Outstanding Washington Women Poets — May 7, 2018 7-8:30PM

SAVE THE DATE!

Lacey Timberland Library
Join us for an evening with Washington state's Poet
Laureate Claudia Castro Luna and Olympia poets
Dawn Pichón Barron and Emily Van Kley. Claudia,
Dawn and Emily will read from recent work and
facilitate a conversation on fostering awareness
and appreciation of poetry in our lives.

Faith Over Fear Roadshow—Standing With Our Muslim Neighbors—May 9th @ 6:30pm
Providing an overview of the Islamophobia industry, the threat it poses to our civil liberties,
and what we can do about it together! Due to limited seating, please reserve your spot:
Contact Ann Chaudhry for event RSVP: 360-529-1109.
You can get more information here.

“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories”
Join us at First Christian Church, Sumner, WA in May for our bi-annual Regional Assembly.
“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories” will be our
theme. Come for a time of listening, sharing, and learning. Our
keynote speaker will be Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister
and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Plans for
interactive workshops and opportunities to tell our stories are being
developed. The team is deep into lodging option arrangements and
logistics as well. Keep watching for details to be settled and shared in
the weeks ahead! To register online, here.
Early bird registration ends May 1st!

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY
Each Sunday an Elder available to pray with
you privately, directly after church. We will
meet by the music room off the narthex.
This is a time of sacred sharing. It is an
opportunity to briefly come together in
prayer and to provide confidential support.
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BUSHELL SCHOLARSHIP

COMMUNITY EVENTS
FAITH NETWORK FOR IMMIGRANT & REFUGEE SUPPORT—MAY 1ST @ 6PM

The Rev. George Bushell established the Bushell Scholarship Fund in 1987. George and his
wife Kathryn were long time members of the Olympia First Christian Church. Their dream
was to continue their ministry by helping seminary students achieve their goal of
becoming a minister. The first Bushell scholarship was awarded in the 1993 -1994
school year. Since that time 14 recipients have received scholarships totaling
$125,647.
The current scholarship recipients are Heesook Yoo, who is graduating this year from
Seattle University School of Theology and Ministry and Karen Ferguson, studying at
Claremont School of Theology. Karen will continue to receive the scholarship until
she graduates.
At their February 4th board meeting, the Foundation Board unanimously voted to move
the administration of the Bushell Scholarship Fund to Disciples Seminary Foundation in
Claremont, California. The reason for this decision is to ensure long term management of
the scholarship process. Nine of our fourteen scholarship recipients attended seminaries
associated with Disciples Seminary Foundation.
Rev. Dr. Jon Berquist, president of Disciples Seminary Foundation, expressed gratitude for
our entrusting Disciples Seminary Foundation with the honor of administering the Bushell
Scholarship. The George and Kathryn Bushell legacy is in good hands.
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TEMPLE BETH HATFILOH
The South Sound Faith Network for Immigration and Refugee Support consists of representatives from area faith/spiritual communities. To date, at least ten congregations have
come together to explore how to support immigrants at risk of deportation, including the
possibility of providing physical sanctuary. All faith/spiritual communities are welcome to
join.

MAY 2, 2018 7:30 –8:45 PM
OLYMPIA — TIMBERLAND LIBRARY

Ortiz will read from and sign copies of his book that
covers US history from 1776 to present, demonstrating that the nations of the "Global South"
birthed democratic traditions in America. Paul Ortiz
is director of the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program and associate professor of history at the University of Florida
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PROPERTY WATCH -

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
MARCH 2018
Fiscal Year
July 2017 March 2018

March 2018
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

(14,961.31)
($2,642.54)

Mission -Easter
- Other Outreach

$370.00
$370.00

Thanks gang for all of your hard work! The flowers and bark look
great. A big thank you to those folks shoveling, planting, untwisting hoses
and paying for the materials. Since April had five (!) Sundays, we also
had another great work party where we really cleaned out the upstairs
and down stairs boiler room. You got the boiler room cleaned out days
before the insurance inspection. Nice work (and we passed with flying
colors!)

$9,075.00
3,243.77

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Deficit

$86,338.00
24,045.00
13,245.42
(139,182.15)
($15,553.73)

Second Sunday falls on Mother's Day, so I would
like to have our work party on the Saturday the
12th before Mother's Day. We will have some
interesting projects for sure, so bring your work
clothes and let's start at 10:00 a.m.
Warm regards
JEB

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $6,984.10
Spring cleaning—April 2018!
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a
deficit of $52,899.10. At the end of March, the deficit is $15,553.73.
Actual expenditures are 71.34%% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts are 63.48% of the annual budget.
At the end of February, the expected percentage is 75.00%.
The deficit due to expenses higher than income is paid from savings.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings

35,000.00
(26,379.46)
8,620.54

Lilly Grant - church

15,000.00

group will gather for their usual brown bag lunch on Wednesday, May 2ND at 11:30.
Dessert will be provided by our hostesses, Peggy Frazier and Helena Wilson. Jan Carlson Will lead the study.
All women of the church are invited to the DWM meetings and All are
welcome each month!

44,390.13
1,118.14

Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance

THE DISCIPLES WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
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Italian is Fun!
with Elsa Franco
Buon giorno! Beginning Thursday, April 26TH, a group of eight students began Italian lessons with Elsa Franco!
We have an abundance of gifts, talents, and energy in our community! One of our more recent additions, Elsa, has graciously offered to
teach us the basics of Italian language and grammar—as well as
some fun information about Italian
culture—from the north where the
Alps are to the tip of the “boot”!
We’ve already been working together
to practice dialogues. In between the laughter and fun, Elsa
encourages us and makes sure we’re all enjoying ourselves!
If you didn’t remember the class was starting, and you’re
wondering if you can still come—YES! We’ll have five (5)
more weeks of lessons! Please let Mary in the office know
you’d like to come, and we’ll get you Lezione #1 (lesson #1),
so you can get caught up! It’s a fun, relaxed atmosphere.
Speaking of gifts, talents, and energy: Have you taken the time to
check out the incredible art Selena Kilmoyer has enlivened Koinonia
Hall with? Below is just a glimpse—there’s more! Each piece brings
light, reflection, and love—just as Selena herself does! As we celebrate our community’s spring Arts Walk it’s good to be reminded we
have artists in our midst — every single day! How blessed we are!

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
TH

There will be an elders’ meeting on Sunday, May 6
after the service. So, get a cup of coffee and a snack and
meet in the library. If you have any questions, please
contact Val Karjala or Brenda Hatcher.

A P R IL:
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Val Karjala
Danita Ross
Judy Bushell
Ruth Boschker

Schedule for Fellowship
in May
Our congregational meeting will be Sunday, June 3RD
right after the service. So, please—mark your calendars
and plan to join us!

Rachel Crum
Shannon Gordon
Kimberly Victorino
Helena Wilson

This month’s board meeting will be Wednesday,
May 9 TH at 6pm in the library.
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