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FCC IN APRIL!



After Easter, our Mission of the Month is to collect donations
for the Interfaith Shelter that resides in our building. Needed
items include:
First aid supplies, over-the-counter pain killers and other
common medications, hygiene supplies, cleaning and bathroom
supplies, coffee, creamer and sweetener, cocoa, cup-a-soup and cereal Items may be
left in the office during the week, or a box will be put out in Koinonia Hall.

STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN BEGINS! (page 6)
SABBATICAL NEWS! (page 4)



REGIONAL ASSEMBLY!
(page 5)



WORK PARTIES! (page 7)
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Open Minds
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

REFLECTIONS ON THE JOURNEY...
Sandy Messick, Regional Minister

Greetings!
April is here! We have celebrated Easter day! Our pilgrimage through the wilderness has led us into that upper room on Jesus final night where he shared the
gifts of bread and cup with his closest friends, his Disciples, the same men who would betray,
deny, and abandon him the very next morning. Our journey took us beyond the garden and
straight to the foot of the cross where we watched, with the women, helplessly as Jesus
suffers and dies. And just as we feel we cannot bear the darkness any longer we move from
the cross to the empty tomb. We marvel at the news, and we are left to rejoice, to shake in
terror, to run away in silence, to contemplate how on earth one shares such news....
Now we find ourselves baffled by what to do next. The temptation will be strong. Gather up
all the decorations, store the palms, put away the baskets, the cards, the eggs until next year.
Just like Christmas. One grand day and then it is all over. However.....Easter isn't over. Resurrection isn't a one day event. Resurrection isn't even really for Jesus. He lives. He was never
going to really die. He has told us all along. Resurrection is for us. The question is are we willing to live? What will we do with this knowledge?
Fear is funny business. A little healthy fear prevents us from putting our hand in fire. But too
much fear is paralyzing, even death making. It creates paranoia, it whispers to us that we
should hold on tight to what is ours, save ourselves, decide who counts and who doesn't - as if
we were God.
What is the most unhealthy fear for church? fear of numbers. It breeds a culture of scarcity
when we should be living in a theology of abundance. God has shown us time and time again
that we may trust in the abundance, and yet we fear not having enough. Not enough money,
not enough people, not enough young people....not enough numbers......When we allow fear
to lead us we become about the business of self preservation rather than sharing the Good
news with everyone.
At the table Jesus showed us the way. Breaking the bread, and pouring out the cup - sharing
every crumb and every last drop. This is the abundance, this is the good news and this is the
way to life.
What is your fear? Do you fear a dying church? Lay those fears aside and live! Without death
there is no resurrection.
In Joy
Amy
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I read an article recently by Susan Nienaber from the Congregational Consulting
Group titled “A Recipe for Vitality.” http://www.congregationalconsulting.org/arecipe-for-vitality/
In it she talked about the Graham United Methodist Church in rural Minnesota.
She writes, “GPS won’t exactly get you there, but when you arrive you won’t want to leave,
for this is a vital congregation.” Graham UMC has a ¼ time minister in a rural community. This
is not exactly your typical recipe for success and yet this church is thriving, particularly in its
ministry to and with children and young families. How are they doing this? The author
identified a few key concepts:
 They have a heart for children. When they finished the year with a financial surplus,
they dedicated the money to sending children to camp and funding the youth group.
 They empower younger/newer members to lead and longer time members serve as
mentors and encouragers rather than gatekeepers
 There is openness to change.
The church is strongly lay-led. This seems obvious considering a ¼ time pastor, and yet
many congregations when moving to part-time ministerial leadership struggle to reevaluate the expectations of what the pastor will be responsible for and what will be led
and directed by the lay people.
 The church is reaching out beyond itself. It is planning its first adult mission trip to
allow all people opportunities to learn and serve
 Hospitality is a genuine value and strength and is lived out both within and beyond the
congregation
The church deals well with conflict. This is key. Many churches can imagine and even try
new ways of being but back off when conflict inevitably arises. A congregation that can
deal well with, even embrace conflict is one that can move through the stormy times into
the fruitful ministry that waits beyond.
This article reminded me of a church I served in rural Pennsylvania when John was just a
baby. It was a Sunday only church meaning I pretty much only pastored on Sundays and
special occasions. Yet the church had a thriving ministry, particularly to children. And if for
some reason I wasn’t able to make it on a particular Sunday or to a particular meeting, I
knew that ministry would continue. The church indeed was not the pastor, or even pastor
dependent. How does that song go? We are the church together.
Walking this journey with you, Sandy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, April 26 th at
noon. We’re reading
“The Aviator’s Wife”
by Melanie Benjamin.
So, Join us in the
church library at
noon for a great
discussion!
For more information
about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

COFFEE, ANYONE?
Are you concerned you missed your chance to
sign-up for coffee hour? Not to worry! Although
we’re covered through April 8th, there’s still plenty
of room on the sign-up sheet!
This is a really great opportunity to serve—either
with an old friend, or—you can sign-up and ask
someone you don’t know well to do it with you!
What better way to get to know someone than in
the kitchen! As a bonus—you get to use that
shiny, new, and beautiful coffee maker the wonderful Lizbeth Martin-Mahar got for the kitchen!
It’s really easy to use! See Kim & Kimberly or just
sign-up!
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7-Apr

Kathleen Alviar

10-Apr Sophie Alviar
11-Apr Larry Fisher
29-Apr Karen Ferguson
Do you have something to celebrate?
Recent new addition to your household
(2-legged, or 4-legged)? Did you accomplish something or have a recent move?

It’s Easter! The long, dark days have passed. The tulips and daffodils are blooming. All
the pastel-colored candy is egg, chick, and bunny shaped. So, it must be Easter. Of
course, Easter or Eastertide will go on for a while, long after you’ve eaten the entire bag
of peanut butter eggs and marshmallow chicks. What will Eastertide bring to our journey together? It’s hard to say. But, Jesus will be appearing to his disciples over and
over.
Then, suddenly (because we are reading Mark), it will be Pentecost. The disciples will
finally get the message, become apostles, and go out into the world. What message do
you think we are supposed to get from God this Eastertide? We better pay attention
and listen closely. God is speaking.
Happy Eastertide!

We’d love to celebrate with you! Just
give Mary in the office a quick call or
email, and we’ll add it to the next newsletter!
EASTER BREAKFAST ABUNDANCE!
Kim and Kimberly did an amazing job coordinating and cooking for our Easter breakfast! There was an abundance of food, and
lots of laughter as we enjoyed each others’
company! What a wonderful, joyous time!
Thank you, Kim & Kimberly and all who
helped!
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Prayers of the People

SABBATICAL NEWS!
It’s spring! And Easter! Woohoo! Our Lenten journey
is complete and we are preparing for the next. There
is a small team working out what our sabbatical journey will be, while Amy is on her three-month sabbatical. Here are some dates you should mark down in
your calendars.
We have scheduled an all day, all-church retreat with Kara Markell at Gwinwood for
June 22 & 23. At the retreat will be discovering what we carry inside ourselves and what
we carry together as a congregation. It will inform our journey for the rest of the summer. This will be a free event, courtesy of the Lilly Foundation, which is funding Amy’s
sabbatical. You will see the sign-up form soon. So, save those dates!
We will be having a bon voyage party for Amy and Mia on May 20 at 3 pm. So, save that
date also! It will be a catered affair with hearty appetizers, courtesy of the Lilly Foundation. Then, to get the date reserved, there will be the happy return party for Amy and
Mia on September 9 after church. It will a full meal catered affair, also courtesy of the
Lilly Foundation.
The plans are going fine. Those three months that Amy and Mia are gone will fly by for
us. We have some exciting things to do around First Christian. Hopefully, the days will fly
slower for Amy and she can get plenty of rest and be renewed and energized when she
returns to us in September.
You are probably wondering how we will keep an eye on Amy while she is gone. Well,
we will be following Amy on her weeklong pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago via a
video blog. Mindy is working on displays to keep us up-to-date on Amy’s adventures.
You will be hearing about “ways” to send messages to Amy. (But, don’t tell her about it.
It is a secret!) We will keep ourselves engaged with Amy and with each other during our
joint sabbatical. We will have a great summer here at First Christian. Have a lovely Eastertide. Our sabbatical starts right after Pentecost!

Worship Preparation
Sunday, April 1:
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 For the millenniums and the youth who are
standing up and speaking out. May there be
a “revolution of the heart”
 Thanks that Helena’s daughter will be visiting
 For advancements in stem cell transplants
We pray for these new prayer concerns:




Sunday, April 8:
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31





Sunday, April 15:
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
Sunday, April 22:
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
Sunday, April 28:
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
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What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?
Jack Reynolds as he recovers from heart
surgery. Comfort for his family.
Kim and family on loss of Kim’s father, and
step-mother
For those who work for and speak out for
the homeless
That the movement of the youth of our nation retain its energy and continue.
For discernment…that gates that are real
and gates of our making might be opened
Friend who is having trouble
For Karen’s friend and for her sister who is
going through breast cancer treatment
For a friend with health issues
For a neighbor who is on hospice
For a person who is threatening suicide
Danita’s sister
Assistance for students who do not have
intellectual capacity to graduate from
high school
Sisters and brothers of all faiths who are
threatened with signs of hate, most recently
the Temple and the Mosque in Olympia.
For the congregations of the Kingdom Halls
in Olympia and Tumwater whose building
were set on fire.
For those who hate and act on that hate

Called to Serve in...

APRIL

Elders
April 1 — Karen Ferguson
April 8 — Debbie Arney
April 15— Nell Carlson
April 22— Brenda Hatcher
April 29 — Mindy Chambers

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
April 1 — Ken Hall
April 8 — Jenny Heddin
April 15 — Mindy Chambers
April 22— Kim Losey& Kimberly
Victorino
April 29 —
GREETERS

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

April 1: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
April 8: Mindy Chambers

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

April 15: Helena Wilson
April 22: Helena Wilson
April 29:

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
April 1— Easter Breakfast
April 8— Val Karjala & Danita Ross
April 15— Judy Bushell & Ruth
Boschker
April 22—
April 29—
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SAVE THE DATE!

“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories”
Join us at First Christian Church, Sumner, WA in May for our bi-annual Regional Assembly.
“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories” will be our
theme. Come for a time of listening, sharing, and learning. Our
keynote speaker will be Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister
and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Plans for
interactive workshops and opportunities to tell our stories are being
developed. The team is deep into lodging option arrangements and
logistics as well. Keep watching for details to be settled and shared in
the weeks ahead! To register online, here.
Early bird registration ends May 1st!

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY
Each Sunday an Elder available to pray with
you privately, directly after church. We will
meet by the music room off the narthex.
This is a time of sacred sharing. It is an
opportunity to briefly come together in
prayer and to provide confidential support.
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STEWARDSHIP 2018 – A JOURNEY TOWARD ABUNDANCE
For the past year or so, we’ve been asking ourselves who First
Christian Church is to be in this time and in this place. And we
will continue that work in the coming year by thinking a lot
about personal and congregational abundance – the gifts and
the grace that God has given us to share with each other and
with our community.
You’ll be hearing more about some very exciting summertime
work later. And it is very exciting.
But for the month of April, beginning Easter Day, we will be focused on stewardship, this
year approaching our annual giving as a covenant with God. So what, exactly, does that
mean? Simply stated, a covenant is a relationship in which two parties choose to make
binding promises to each other (in other words, God give us stuff to do and the wherewithal to do it, and we get to work to keep building the Kingdom).
Approaching stewardship this kind of relationship with God allows us to dig deep into the
spirituality of giving, placing us firmly in covenant with each other and with our community.
First Christian already lives this covenant in so many ways – we answer God’s call to pray
for and care for each other and for those otherwise rejected and marginalized by our
community. We invite everyone to partake in our Holy Communion meal – no matter
what. Our mission statement “As Disciples of Christ, First Christian Church Olympia strives
to welcome all people, promote justice and act with compassion” reflects that we understand covenant.
During the month, we’ll be looking at stewardship as a transformative practice; stewardship as a spiritual practice; stewardship in terms of personal resources; and what
the Gospel says about stewardship.
We will ask you to prayerfully consider all of that, and on April 29, we’ll be collecting your
covenant cards that let us know how we might plan for the coming year
in terms of finances, programs and our building.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH AT 5:30 PM
WHITE PRIVILEGE: THE OTHER SIDE OF RACIAL INEQUALITY
Conversations about racial inequality usually focus on the disadvantages faced by people
of color in American society. But there is another side to this inequality: privilege —
the advantages that white people experience because of their race. Sociology professor
Teresa Ciabattari leads an interactive conversation that explores what white privilege is, discusses a variety of examples of privilege for individuals and institutions,
and provides tools for learning how to address it. Sponsored by Humanities Washington and the Friends of the Lacey Timberland Library.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH AT 7:30 PM
UNLIKELY ALLIANCES—AUTHOR VISIT: ZOLTÁN GROSSMAN
Unlikely alliances have joined Native communities with their rural white neighbors-some of whom had been their adversaries in treaty
rights conflicts--to safeguard their local environment.
They have confronted mines, pipelines, dams, and other
threats to both Native peoples and white ranchers, farmers,
and fishers. Zoltán Grossman is professor of Geography and
Native Studies at The Evergreen State College. This program
will be held after regular library hours and no other services
will be available. Olympia branch.

We will journey well.
– Mindy Chambers, vice-moderator and stewardship chair.
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PROPERTY WATCH - A MONTH WITH 5 SUNDAYS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

CALLS FOR

DINING OUT — FOR LIFE!
Thursday, April 28TH
Select restaurants in Olympia and Tacoma will be participating in Dining Out For LifeTM . Look for a complete list at:
https://www.diningoutforlife.com/southsound

TUESDAY, APRIL 3RD AT 5:30 pm
THE PINE AND THE CHERRY: JAPANESE AMERICANS IN WASHINGTON
TUMWATER BRANCH OF TIMBERLAND LIBRARY
Join writer and curator Mayumi
Tsutakawa as she discusses how our
Washington’s Japanese Americans
faced the injustice of internment,
and how families who lost everything rebuilt their lives. This
event is sponsored by Humanities
Washington and the Friends of the
Tumwater Timberland Library.
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TWO SECOND SUNDAYS!

Yes, we are having two work parties this month! One inside and another
outside! This Sunday, the 8th we will be doing closet cleaning and a dump
run. (Sounds like fun, doesn’t it!). Have you looked? Yes, we really do
have enough stuff for a dump run. I will bring a truck and trailer. We will
fill the truck with Goodwill items and the trailer with things for the dump.
The following Sunday, the 15th, we will be outside with bark and
flowers dressing up the outside of the church. (Please pray for sun,
although we will work rain or shine). We will have flowers to plant, a
trailer load of bark, and room in the back of the truck for leaves and
such. Please bring your work clothes to both days, (no need to limit
yourself to one day of fun). Gloves and rakes would be helpful.
See you there! JEB
The Disciples Women’s Ministries
group gathered for
their usual brown bag
lunch on Wednesday,
April 4 TH at 11:30.
Dessert was provided
by our hostess, Edrie
Harrington. Jan Carlson led the study.
All women of the church are invited to the
DWM
meetings and All are
welcome each month!
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GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
FEBRUARY 2018
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
The elders will be attending an Elders’ Retreat on Saturday, April 7TH from 10 AM—2PM at Gwinwood.
Please confirm with Brenda Hatcher or Val Karjala if
you will be able to attend.

M ar ch
Mindy Chambers
Peggy Frazier
Edrie Harrington
Jenny Heddin
Mary Wolfskill Ybarra

Fiscal Year
July 2017 February 2018

February 2018
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$6,860.00
2,313.19

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Deficit

(12,097.28)
($2,924.09)

Mission -Week of Compassion $315.10
- Other Outreach
$2,100.00
Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $6,244.10

Schedule for Fellowship
in April
There will no board meeting this month. The
next board meeting will be Wednesday, May 9 TH
at 6pm in the library.

Kimberly Losey and Kim
Victorino
Val Karjala
Danita Ross
Judy Bushell
Ruth Boschker

The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a
deficit of $52,899.10. At the end of February, the deficit is $13,133.09.
Actual expenditures were 63.76%% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts were 57.03% of the annual budget.
At the end of February, the expected percentage is 66.67%.
The deficit due to expenses higher than income is paid from savings.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance
Lilly Grant - church
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44,884.52
1,092.74

35,000.00
(23,047.77)
11,952.23
15,000.00
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$77,263.00
20,754.91
13,245.42
(124,396.42)
($13,133.09)

