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MISSION OF THE MONTH—MARCH
2018 Easter Offering
Like good stewards of the multi-colored grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you
has received. 1 Peter 4:10
The grace of God is overflowing in the gift we have in Jesus the Christ. God walked among us in the person
of Jesus and God continues to give us treasures unbounded through the Holy Spirit.
Our response to this great generosity of God is overflowing compassion, joy, faith, gratitude and love.
#DMFOverflowing

Open Minds
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

FCC IN MARCH!


LENT SPECIAL SERVICES
(SEE PAGE 6)



WORK PARTY! (see page 5)



REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
(see page 4)



EASTER BREAKFAST
SIGN-UP! (see page 11)

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org
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Full list of Special Services
on page 6

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

Every year when November arrives friends and colleagues begin to post daily
gratitudes on facebook. They use the entire month of November to name at least
one thing they are grateful for everyday. It's a beautiful practice. Gratitude is an
important practice. November is a perfect month for this practice. But, if the practice is
left at December's doorstep and we don't pick it up again for another year...are we really
practicing gratitude?
I want to invite you into a Spirit of gratitude. Join me in giving thanks for the many, many good
things happening in our lives, in our congregation and in our community. It is easy to focus on
all that is wrong. Fear drives us to point out the things that need changing, but we are too
afraid to change. How about as we enter into the halfway point of Lent we look for all that is
good?

The Disciples Women’s Ministries
group will join the Lenten
Luncheon group on
Wednesday, March 7 TH at
11:30. Dessert will be
provided by our hostesses.
Jan Carlson will lead the study afterwards in Sacred Space. The DWM will
also have a meeting at this time.
All women of the church are invited to the
DWM meetings and All are welcome!

Lent sends us slowly and contemplatively to the cross. To that dark, dark day that we call Good
Friday. It invites us to walk with Jesus in his final days on earth. It invites us to consider what
must die within us in order to have new life: what needs to be let go of, what needs to be added. Lent can be taxing. But it also is an invitation to see all the beauty, the abundance, the
goodness in life as well. It is an invitation to experience abundance even in the wilderness.
I am grateful for a congregation that is willing time and time again to say yes when everyone
else is saying no. I am grateful for a congregation that is warm and welcoming to all people. I
am grateful that when we say there is a place at the table for everyone, we mean it. I'm grateful for the love, the mission, the ministry of First Christian Church. I am grateful for the larger
community that is willing to seek out ways to continue to be inclusive, that is not afraid of
wrestling with the hard questions, such as; how do we care for those who are most vulnerable
in our community. I give thanks for the beauty of the mountains, and the Sound, I am grateful
for a group of clergy here in Olympia that I get to call friends, as well as, colleagues. I give
thanks for their willingness to show up every time. I am grateful for friends and family who
love me unconditionally, and who support me always...I am so thankful that at the end of everyday, no matter how difficult, exhilarating, challenging, exhausting, or fun it may have been I
get to come home to a beautiful home with a comfortable bed, excited dogs, and a family who
is happy to see me, and who I am happy to be at home with.

Thanks for supporting
Tenino Band! Be sure
and use my name!

What are you grateful for?
Journey well...
Amy
2
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, Mar. 22ND at noon.
We’re sharing what
each of us has been
reading!
So, grab your favorite
recent read and get
ready for some great
new recommendations! Join us in the
church library at noon
for a great discussion!

7-Mar Ruth Boschker
16-Mar Barb Reynolds
17-Mar John Wilson
30-Mar Ellen Cholski

Have you ever lost something dear to you? Sometimes I find myself not appreciating
something until it is gone. If I am lucky enough to find it or get it back somehow, it
seems even more dear to me. It is just like Easter! Can you imagine the grief the
disciples went through watching as Jesus was crucified? Then......can you imagine
the joy when he returned? I believe in joy. Joy and Easter are synonymous for
me. What a gift......redemption......salvation.......whatever you call it. It is joy for
me!!!!! Just a thought.

For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287
—Debbie

COFFEE, ANYONE?
Are you concerned you missed your chance to
sign-up for coffee hour? Not to worry! Although
we’re covered through April 8th, there’s still plenty
of room on the sign-up sheet!
This is a really great opportunity to serve—either
with an old friend, or—you can sign-up and ask
someone you don’t know well to do it with you!
What better way to get to know someone than in
the kitchen! As a bonus—you get to use that
shiny, new, and beautiful coffee maker the wonderful Lizbeth Martin-Mahar got for the kitchen!
It’s really easy to use! See Kim & Kimberly or just
sign-up!
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Do you have something to celebrate?
Recent new addition to your household
(2-legged, or 4-legged)? Did you accomplish something or have a recent move?
We’d love to celebrate with you! Just
give Mary in the office a quick call or
email, and we’ll add it to the next newsletter!

3

Prayers of the People

SAVE THE DATE!

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:


Worship Preparation

“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories”
Join us at First Christian Church, Sumner, WA in May for our bi-annual Regional Assembly.
“Courageous Engagement: Hearing Each Other’s Stories” will be our
theme. Come for a time of listening, sharing, and learning. Our
keynote speaker will be Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister
and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Plans for
interactive workshops and opportunities to tell our stories are being
developed. The team is deep into lodging option arrangements and
logistics as well. Keep watching for details to be settled and shared in
the weeks ahead! To register online, click here.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY
Sunday, March 25th, there will be an Elder
available to pray with you privately, directly
after church. We will meet by the music
room in the narthex. This is a time of
sacred sharing. It is an opportunity to
briefly come together in prayer and to
provide confidential support.

Sunday, March 4:
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22







Sunday, March 11:
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-9, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
Sunday, March 18:
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:-20-33
Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday:
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Mark 11:1-11 or
John 12:12-16
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For Amy and her courage in doing justice
For Joe who is moving on
For opportunity for Jenny’s family to be
exposed to those in need and gain a new
understanding
For strength of response to school shooting
and for strong voices from students
That Amy’s niece Anna and Wayne are
visiting.
Joy for Ember’s second birthday
For all the help that Don and Pat do to help
the warming center

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
 What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & this place?


Continued prayers for Kim’s father and his
family



For Danita who has health issues

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

MARCH

Elders
March 4 — Mindy Chambers
March 11— Kate Ayers
March 18— Rachel Crum
March25— Judy Gregorius

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
March 4 — Ken Hall
March11— Jenny Heddin
March 18— Mindy Chambers
March 25— Kim Losey& Kimberly
Victorino
GREETERS
March 4: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
March 11: Mindy Chambers
March 18: Helena Wilson
March 25: Helena Wilson

March 11— Mindy Chambers
March 18— Jenny Heddin

A catch up on the building for you. Let me start by sending out a big
thank you to all of your work on the building. We worked on walls, base
boards, and competed an inventory of the kitchen. Thank you! EXCITING
STUFF is happening at our next second Sunday (March 11th). Mindy will
be organizing a major closet clean out of all the closets on Koinonia
Hall. Have you ever wondered what is back there? It will surprise you.
Spring is right around the corner and we have LOTS of work to do planting flowers,
cleaning and barking! I confess, I have a black thumb. I cannot keep something green
even with green paint. So, we need folks find folks who want to take care of the planters
around the church? We will have some potted plants and we need some green thumbs. I
will send a separate email asking for people to sign up.

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Thank you for pitching in!

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Selena Kilmoyer, has added more art for Lent! Selena transformed the bulletin board
outside the church office—reminding us all of the transformational power of LOVE!
She is using much of the bulletin board area for Easter’s Prophetic Call. You will see
some amazing art and information about the various special services we will be having this season. On the tri-fold divider, our guests from the Saturday Warming Center will be sharing some of their art, as a way of thanking FCC-OLY for using the space
and helping to make Koinonia Hall a warm, and beautiful space!

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
March 4— Edrie Harrington & Peg
Frazier

Hi Group,

JEB

HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED THE TRANSFORMATION YET?

You’ll still find information about events in our community as well as our mission of
the month and thank you cards we receive. Now, we’ll also have this beautiful art
surrounding us we gather together in fellowship!
Thank you, Selena!

March 25— Mary Wolfskill
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SPECIAL SERVICES

OPENINGS TO SERVE!

Ongoing:
Soup & Bread Lunch—
every Wed. @ 11:30 in
Lent through March 28TH

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
Fe b ru ar y
Mindy Chambers

March 25TH—
Palm Sunday Service
@ 10:30 am

Brenda Hatcher
Kimberly Losey
Kim Victorino
Dean & Dean Gregorius
Val Karjala
Danita Ross

March 29TH @ 7pm
Maundy Thursday
service

Kim Losey and
Kimberly Victorino
are going to be
coordinating our
annual Easter
Breakfast! As
some know, and for others, this is their first
time, FCC-OLY celebrates Easter with a lovely
breakfast! Folks sign-up to bring everything
from juice, fruit, to an egg casserole, or something sweet! Looking for ideas? Need a recipe
for an egg casserole, frittata, or overnight
French Toast? Contact Kim & Kimberly!

There will be an Elders’ meeting Sunday, March 4TH in the library. We’ll
meet 15 minutes after the service is
over. So, grab a snack and cup of
coffee and we’ll begin the meeting!
We’ll continue to discuss prayer,
in-home communion, and an elders’
retreat, which will now be in April.

Schedule for Fellowship
in March
Mindy Chambers

March 30TH Good Friday
5:15pm Prayer Walk

Peg Frazier

There will a board meeting at 6pm
on Wednesday, March 14 TH in the
library.

Edrie Harrington
Jenny Heddin
Mary Wolfskill

Sunday, April 1ST
Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service @ 7amGwinwood
Easter service @ 10:30
6
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GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
JANUARY 2018
January
2018
Fiscal Year
July 2017 January 2018

January 2018
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)
Mission - Gwinwood
- Other Outreach

$7,980.00
3,741.44

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Deficit

(21,394.61)
($9,673.17)
$430.00
$410.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $3,828.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a
deficit of $52,899.10. At the end of January, the deficit is $8,411.09
Actual expenditures were 56.62%% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts were 52.31% of the annual budget.
At the end of January, the expected percentage is 58.33%.
The deficit due to expenses higher than income is paid from savings.

Mary, in the office
has FREE tickets!
Email or give her a
call!

Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
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44,879.28
1,067.74

Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance

35,000.00
(14,309.27)
20,690.73

Lilly Grant - church

15,000.00
7

$70,403.00
18,402.69
13,245.42
(110,462.20)
($8,411.09)

COMMUNITY EVENTS

OLYMPIA PEACE SINGERS—MARCH 17TH @ 2PM
The Tumwater branch of the Timberland Regional Library
presents: The Olympia Peace Singers—2pm, Saturday,
March 17th. “The Olympia Peace Singers is an auditioned a
cappella ensemble of The Olympia Peace Choir. They share
the Peace Choir's message of peace, global awareness, and
environmental stewardship to smaller venues in the South
Puget Sound.” Tumwater branch: 7023 New Market St. SW
Tumwater.
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