First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Open & Affirming Congregation

Postage

Vol. 69 No. 1
January 5, 2018

FCC IN JANUARY!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—JANUARY
The Gwinwood campground on Hicks Lake in Lacey, Washington is jointly owned and supported by the churches of
the Northwest Region Christian Church. Many generations
of children and youth have enjoyed their time at the summer church camp and regional
youth retreats. Hundreds of adults have enjoyed the beautiful grounds during church
events and retreats. Your contributions fund the
maintenance of the grounds and pay for onsite
groundskeepers.
We’ve had some really great events at Gwinwood
recently: from our Annual Meeting to our 1st Christmas Party! It’s so wonderful to see the camp ‘come
to life’ and bloom under the leadership of our very
own, Kate Ayers!
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Open Minds
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MEET JOE MURROW!



PREVIEW OF LENT
EVENTS!



WORK PARTIES!



THEME:

PILGRIMAGE
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

Greetings!
Most people I encounter are searching for something - Perhaps a better word is seeking
- Spiritual clarity, theological answers or validation. They carry with them big questions;
"where is God in all the suffering? Why does God allow it? What is my part in the whole? What is my calling or my purpose? What is the meaning of my life?" I meet people in different stages of journey. Some
who are very comfortable with the mystery that is God, some who are confounded, some who are angry,
some who are deeply sad, some who have allowed the pain of their lives to turn them into people who
inflict pain rather than mercy, People who forgive easily and those who cling to other people's mistakes
and use them as weapons. Some who will follow, and a few who will neither lead or be led. No matter
what stage a person may be it is all part of a journey.

Everything is a journey. Our whole life is lived in journey - spiritually and physically. Think about
your life. What roads have you traveled? What experiences have you had? What hardships have
you endured? What losses, what loves? What joys, what triumphs?

THANK YOU!
Our "Fridays at the First" concerts were a great gift to the community again in Dec.
2017. We are fortunate to have superb musicians in our community who look
forward to sharing their music with us. But it takes many folks behind the scenes
to bring it all together.
Thank you to those who performed the numerous tasks and saw to the minutest
details to ensure our welcoming presence. Special thanks to those who participated in providing publicity in all it forms, transformed our library into a
warm and welcoming reception room, contributed to our wonderful hospitality by
making coffee and cookies, helped with set up and clean up, printed and folded
programs, greeted guests, provided administrative and facilities services, and to
all who supported the programs by attendance and donations.
—Leah Wilson

What might happen - imagine how powerful it could be - if instead of simply going through the daily
motions of our lives we actually became very intentional about our journey. What if we were mindful
about the stage we are in. Can you imagine the possibilities if we focused fully on a path of love, hope,
peace and joy. Might we find our lives revealed in whole new ways. Might we experience personal
growth and renewal? I wonder.
It's a new year. As we begin this year I invite you into the journey. I begin this year thinking, planning
and preparing for my sabbatical. (a 3 month period that clergy take every seven years for rest, study and
renewal) The theme of my sabbatical is Pilgrimage. Richard Niebuhr - a renowned theological ethicist describes pilgrimage in this way:
"Pilgrims are persons in motion – passing through territories not their own – seeking something we
might call contemplation, or perhaps the word clarity will do as well, a goal to which only the spirit’s
compass points the way."
I think of pilgrimage as a journey that is intentional. My pilgrimage will take me to Spain, Italy and England to walk in the way of ancient pilgrims. It will lead me to quiet places here at home - connecting and
reconnecting with loved ones. I look forward to discovering nuggets of wisdom, insight, and feeling refreshed and renewed.
You are invited to become a pilgrim as well. As we begin this new year, and as we prepare for pilgrimage, dedicate yourselves to prayer, positive thinking and joyful living as together we listen for God's clarion call. How might God use us - use you?
Journey well.....
Amy
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You’ve waited and waited! You even looked in your Christmas stocking and under your
tree—but nothing! Your wait is OVER! The new directories are here! That’s right—
beginning this Sunday, Jan. 7TH you can pick up a new directory! You just need to slide the
binder off the old one, and you can slide the new one right into it!
Please, take a moment to check out your listing. If you find there is an error, let Mary
know right away, so we can get a correction out!
Also, pdf versions will be emailed out, with hyperlinks for both phone numbers and
emails. So, if it’s on your smart critter (phone, iPad, tablet), you can email or call by pushing a button! How cool is that?!?
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 25TH at noon.
We’re reading The
Glass Castle, by Jeanette Walls.
Join us in the church
library at noon for a
great discussion!
For more information
about the book club,
please contact Jan

5-Jan

Mary Wolfskill Ybarra

8-Jan

Jeb Thornton

10-Jan

Debbie Arney

13-Jan

Frank Goodwin

16-Jan

Billie Briggs

20-Jan

Serena Wallace

23-Jan

Marilyn Gilman

Carlson, 253-301-4287

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
I have never been big on New Year's resolutions. Maybe that is because I never
stick to them! I DO believe in New Beginnings however. I believe our faith gives us new
beginnings every day. We have a chance to wake every morning with a fresh start on
our lives because we are loved and forgiven every day. Now THAT is a reason to celebrate!! Soooooo......Happy New Year and Happy New Beginnings! Just a
thought, Debbie

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Monday, Jan. 15TH
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Office we re-open at 9am, Tuesday, Jan. 16TH
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1-Jan Kim Losey and Kimberly
Victorino’s Anniversary
Todd Bellamy & Valerie
2-Jan Inforzato’s Anniversary
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Prayers of the People

CHURCH

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 That Kim and Kimberly are back home.

SHAMPOO, PEWS, AND YOU!
Let’s start the new year with some clean up at FCC! For the next three
months on the second Sunday of each month lets get together and work
after our coffee hour. Please wear (or bring) your work clothes.
The dates are 1/14, 2/11, and 3/11. We start after the coffee hours and
work for 2 to 4 hours depending on the project.
What are we going to do?
At our first meeting we will shampoo all the soft chairs in Koinonia Hall and shampoo the
office area. (If you have time and energy we can spend some time on the red carpet.
We need 4 to 6 people
We will also work on the Pews. Have you found a nail in the seat yet? I have. Let’s knock
down the nails and wash the wood of the pews with Murphy’s wood soap.
We need 3 or 4 people, one who is good with hammer (or ready to learn).
We just need you, we will pull together the tools and materials.
Warm regards,
JEB

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:
We’re looking for folks who’d like to help coordinate some upcoming events! All it takes is
a willingness to help, some ability to call and or email folks, and make some lists. Specifically, we’d like someone (or a couple of people) who are willing to coordinate coffee hour
volunteers. We can easily show you where things are, so you know how to start the
coffee. It can be store bought or homemade. This is a great way to work with someone
you don’t know very well yet, and get to know them a little better!
We also want to know if someone wants to coordinate or host a pancake supper before
Ash Wednesday service: Either Shrove Tuesday (the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday) or
earlier in the same evening. If either appeals to you, please contact Mary in the church
office! churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org 360-943-8025.
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Worship Preparation

Sunday, January 7:
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Sunday, January 14:
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Sunday, January 21:
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Sunday, January 28:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28



For greetings from Karen Nye



Celebration for Selena’s birthday



That Ruth’s son is finished with cancer
treatment and is doing well.



That Edrie is home



That Helena was able to come to church
safely

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time and place?


That this coming year is a year of peace



For survival of the eternal



Hold the world in our prayers



Wisdom for leaders.



That peace and justice, not violence, be in
the hearts of all.



For those who are struggling to live without
enough.



For those living on the streets without shelter.



For Elsa Franco who is suffering from excruciating back pain. Relief from her pain.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

JANUARY

Elders
January 7 — Judy Gregorius
January 14— Nell Carlson
January 21—
January 28—

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
January 7 — Ken Hall
January 14— Jenny Heddin
January 21— Mindy Chambers
January 28—

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

January 7 : Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
January 14: Mindy Chambers

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

January 21: Helena Wilson
January 28: Helena Wilson

Coffee Hour:
January 7 —

Team 4—
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

January 14—
January 21—
January 28—

LENT DEVOTIONALS COMING SOON!
Lent begins early this year—Feb. 14TH is Ash Wednesday. So, your worship team is hard at
work getting resources together and making plans for special services, music, and events.
This year, we will have two (2) different
devotionals to choose from. One is a
weekly devotional, based on the poetry of
Mary Oliver. There is a reading for each
Sunday in Lent. The second is a daily
devotional, titled Following the Way, by
The Ecumenical and Disciple Bethany
Fellows.
Both devotionals will be here before Lent
begins Feb. 14th. Feel free to pick one or
both up by Sunday, February 11TH.

HAVE YOU SEEN…

Our wonderful Selena Kilmoyer created some amazing art, inspired by her immersing
herself in Searching for Sunday—the book many of us have been reading and discussing
together.
Selena graciously shared the abundance of her creative heart and soul, and put them up
on the 3-part divider in Koinonia Hall for us all to enjoy! Whether or not you have been
reading the book as part of a small group discussion, the art is moving and truly beautiful!
It’s also a reminder that we have so many wonderfully talented, gifted, and generous
souls in our midst! How truly blessed we are!
If you haven’t taken the time—or—like many of us—the busyness of the season got the
better of you: Please, take some time to enjoy the labor of love in our very own Koinonia
Hall.

12

5

SPECIAL SERVICES

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY A SUCCESS!

February 14TH Ash
Wednesday
service at 7pm
Beginning Feb. 21ST
Soup & Bread Lunch—
every Wed. in Lent
through March 28TH

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
D e ce mb e r
Debbie Arney
Ruth Boschker
Judy Bushell

Were you able to join us for our First Annual
Christmas Party? We gathered at Gwinwood
after the service on December 17th for music,
games, a wonderful lunch, shared desserts and
clearly we were all really good—because Santa
even made an appearance! We’ll be having more
events, so if you missed this one, stay tuned for
more info on the next party!

Mia La Croix
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar

March 25TH—
Palm Sunday Service

March 28TH @ 7pm
Maundy Thursday
service

Schedule for Fellowship
in January
LOOKING FOR FOLKS WHO’D
LIKE TO SIGN-UP! SEE
PAGE___!

There will be an Elders’ meeting Sunday, January 7TH in the library. We’ll
meet 15 minutes after the service is
over. So, grab a snack and cup of
coffee and we’ll go over the Baptism
section of Searching for Sunday. As
well as do some scheduling.

FCC welcomes Joseph Murrow as our new accompanist ! Joe, a
familiar face here at First Christian, brings a wealth of diversity in
terms of style and talent to our worship. Not only is he an accomplished accompanist, he is also a soloist, chamber musician,
and piano teacher to all ages and experience levels- plus, he’s an
all around great person!

March 29TH Good Friday

Sunday, April 1ST
Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service @ 7amGwinwood
Easter service @ 10: 30
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Joe, originally from Olympia, is in high demand from many different
organization in our community including the Olympia Youth Chorus, Tumwater High
School, Capital High School, Olympia Dance Center, and for soloists and ensembles for
local competitions and adjudications.
We are honored to have him join our staff, so please introduce yourself if you haven’t
met him yet- you’ll be glad you did!
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GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
NOVEMBER 2017
Fiscal Year
July 2017 - November
2017

November 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)
Mission - Interfaith Works
- Other Outreach

$7,010.00
2,265.91
(18,456.73)
($9,180.82)

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$39,428.00
12,703.61
13,245.42
(78,281.82)
($12,904.79)

$362.00
$100.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $2,643.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a deficit of
$52,899.10.
At the end of November, the deficit is $12,904.79.
Actual expenditures were 40.31% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts were 45.97% of the estimated annual income.
At the end of November, the expected percentage is 41.67%.
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Savings balance
Building Repair Savings

44,867.69
867.42

Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance

35,000.00
(9,916.68)
25,083.32

Lilly Grant - church

15,000.00
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Tuesday, January 9TH 6-7pm: Meeting of the South Sound Faith Network for
Immigration and Refugee Support – consists of representatives from area
faith/spiritual communities. To date, at least ten congregations have come
together to explore how to support immigrants at risk of deportation, including providing physical sanctuary. All faith/spiritual communities are welcome.
Temple Beth Hatfiloh, 201 8th Ave SE — on the corner of Washington and 8th
in downtown Olympia.
Friday, January 12TH 7:30-9pm: Walking Side-by-Side With Our Immigrant
Neighbors – Heartsparkle Players create an evening of stories, community,
hope and compassion – in collaboration with CIELO. Event cost: $7-12 (no
one turned away). Traditions Cafe; 300 5th Avenue SW, Olympia. Information:
Debe Edden, (360) 943-6772, debek@olywa.net. Website:
https://www.heartsparkle.org
Thursday, January 25TH 6am — 11pm: 2018 Thurston County Homeless Census –
The Point in Time (PIT) Count of Homeless People is the annual census to find out who’s
homeless & why. This information guides public funding for shelter, housing and social
services throughout the county. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Sign up on this Survey Monkey
link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HHJ76C5. More information: http://interfaithworks.org/event/2018-thurston-county-homeless-census/

Friday, February 2ND 5pm: Interfaith Works Emergency Overnight Shelter's Third Annual Eye
-2-Eye Celebration – Hear stories, meet our guests, share a meal with us - to support Olympia's year
-round nightly shelter for our most vulnerable neighbors. St. Michael Catholic Parish; 1208 11th Ave.
SE; Olympia, WA 98501. Buy tickets: $65 one ticket, $130 two tickets, $520 table for 8: Tickets:
https://www.iwshelter.org/events.html#tickets
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