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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

FCC IN FEBRUARY!


LENT SPECIAL SERVICES
(SEE PAGE 6)

“THEY ARE, WITH YOUR HELP, PLANTING SEEDS
THAT WILL BEAR FAR MORE THAN WE CAN IMAGINE.”

“YOUR GIFT TO WEEK OF COMPASSION, DOES MORE
THAN YOU KNOW; MORE THAN WE CAN ASK—OR
EVEN IMAGINE.



WORK PARTY! (see page 11)



LENT DEVOTIONALS (page5)



ART IN OUR MIDST! (page 5)
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Full list of Special Services
on page 6

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

The Disciples Women’s Ministries group will share a
brown bag lunch on Wednesday, February 7 TH at 11:30.

Friends,

Dessert will be provided by our hostesses, Peggy Frazier .
Edrie Harrington will lead the study

Next week is the beginning of Lent. Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine's Day
this year. Easter falls on April Fool's Day. In Clergy circles we have been giggling with one
another about these facts. It's kind of funny. It feels paradoxical to me. After all Ash
Wednesday is the beginning of the "heavy season." That's what Lent feels like sometimes Heavy. Contrasted with Advent where we are joyfully preparing and expectantly awaiting the
arrival of the Christ child to be born once more into our lives...our world. Lent we move into a
wilderness. We contemplate the unthinkable, the unimaginable...that same beautiful new
life we just recently celebrated coming to an end.

All women of the church are invited to the DWM meetings and
All are welcome!
The March Disciples Women’s Ministries luncheon will be
TH

Wednesday, March 7 ! Please bring your lunch, and plan to join us for either or both!

We begin with ashes. A reminder of our own mortality. Remembering that we are from Dust
and Dust we shall return. We spend the next 6 weeks moving ever closer to the cross. That
dark and heavy Good Friday where we are invited to contemplate our humanity. Our own
ability to cause harm. We weep, we hope that this year the story will end differently. We cry
out at the final breath. We hold vigil. We pray. Then morning comes and we find ourselves
immersed in Easter activity: coloring eggs, Easter egg hunts, putting together bright baskets.
We've made it through the darkest hours. Befuddled perhaps. Will life go on as usual? Is everything for nothing? And just when it feels like it's just another day. Another cycle in our lives.
Easter arrives. The tomb is empty. Resurrection! "The darkness did not overtake them." April
fools? A hoax? Some will spend their days trying to prove it all wrong. But for those of us who
really dare to take the journey. We know...this is no joke. Love wins. Life conquers death.
May you enter into this Lenten journey filled with Love, it seems appropriate that Ash
Wednesday is also Valentine's. Let your heart be filled. May you allow yourself to go deeper
into the wilderness knowing that you are not alone. God is there. There is much to be learned
in the wilderness. Trust that you will emerge with new life.

You’ve waited and waited! Your wait is OVER! The new directories are here! Have you
picked yours up yet? PDF versions were emailed out—so if you didn’t get yours, please
let Mary know and she can send it again! You like it ‘Old School’ and looking for a paper
copy? No problem! We’ve got those too!
As always, there are pictures for most people so if you get stuck and think, “Oh my gosh!
I’m just blanking on their name right now!” —We can help! There’s still a handy list of
birthdays and anniversaries along with many of the pets we have in our community because our love isn’t limited to just the our 2-legged friends! (Note: technically, Brenda’s
chickens qualify as 2-legged friends!)

Journey Well.....
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday, Feb. 22ND at noon.
We’re sharing what
each of us has been
reading!
So, grab your favorite
recent read and get
ready for some great
new recommendations! Join us in the
church library at noon
for a great discussion!
For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed Monday, Feb. 19TH
in honor of President’s Day
Office we re-open at 9am, Tuesday, Feb. 20H
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Hey, Everybody,
2-Feb

James Alviar

5-Feb

Betty Wilson

8-Feb

Bruce Ammons

8-Feb

Lyall Smith

9-Feb

Bruce Powell

10-Feb

Bette Dovel

19-Feb

Debbie Dick

22-Feb

Wade Shepard

23-Feb

Clark Gilman

24-Feb

Dane Henze

27-Feb

Linda Schmidt

Ya know, I knew this year would be busy and fun. I didn’t know it would be so exciting so
soon!
After a few months of work by a couple of people from the overnight shelter, your
board agreed to host the Saturday Warming Center in Koinonia Hall. It started on Jan
24th and went very well. It fills the hole left by the Community Care Center’s closure on
Saturdays. If that wasn’t great enough, Amy was approached by a group of Westside
churches who asked to partner with us to support the Saturday Warming Center. This
was both unexpected and a sign that the Spirit is moving in mysterious ways through
our community. Just ask Amy!
Your planning team for Amy’s summer sabbatical have been hard at work. We have
nailed down the pulpit fill for June and July, got a date and a leader for the all-church
retreat at Gwinwood, we are figuring out how to communicate with Amy while she is
gone, and started planning the kickoff and return parties. We are planning what all of us
will be doing during our share of the sabbatical, also. So, be on the lookout for the news
when it comes. (You might reserve Jun 21 – 23 on your calendar.)
And to top it off, this month we have another work party on Feb 11, we will have Shrove
Tuesday pancakes at Gwinwood on Feb 13, Ash Wednesday starts Lent on Feb 14, there
will be more planning going on, there is one more holiday on Feb 19th and the Winter
Olympics starts next week. Sure, those last two only connect to the Church because of
you and me. But, it sure is action-packed for such a short month! That’s it for now! The
Spirit is moving at FCC.
— Rachel
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Prayers of the People

SERVICE FOR SHIRLEY REEVES
The memorial service for Shirley Reeves will be Saturday, February 24th at 2pm.
Shirley’s daughter, Bethany has made the following request:
“It is my intention to celebrate Mom's life as much or more than
to mourn her passing. In that spirit, if you can come to the service
and happen to have any clothing in her favorite colors - blue, purple and/or green - please
wear it!”

PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group has met for a little over six years. Each Monday morning we meet in
the church library for “intentional prayer”. Intentional prayer, as we practice it, is praying
from a list. Our list comes from spoken prayers during “Prayers of the People” in worship,
from prayers written on prayer cards and from prayer requests given to members of the
prayer group. Some of these prayers remain on the list from week to week as they are
“continuing” concerns.
We begin with an opening scripture, other writings, or hymns (spoken). We take turns
reading from the lists. We have a few minutes of silence or perhaps sharing what we are
thankful for that day. We close with passing of the peace. All this takes about 45
minutes.
Are you interested in becoming part of such a group? Do you feel led to pray in this manner? Please take time to prayerfully consider if you would like to become a part of this
“Praying Group”. You may contact Judy Gregorius or any member of the prayer group if
you have any questions.
Judy Gregorius
360-491-6453
deanandjudy39@gmail.com

4

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:


For the Saturday warming center and all
those who have volunteered to help



For financial support for the warming center



For volunteers who served at the Homeless
Census



That Elsa is well enough to be back in
church.

Worship Preparation

Sunday, February 4:
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
Sunday, February 11:
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
Sunday, February 18:
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
Sunday, February 25:
Genesis 17:1-17, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38 or
Mark 9:-2-9

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time and place?


What is God calling First Christian Church to
do in this time & place.



Grace in my life



For my brother



Kimberly’s cousin, Donovan, who has cancer



Doug Dornhecker who was hit by a car and
is in the hospital



Jim Lee, priest at St. Michaels who has Lou
Gehrig’s disease



For Shirley’s family

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

FEBRUARY

Elders
February 4 — Mindy Chambers
February 11— Kate Ayers
February 18— Rachel Crum
February 25— Judy Gregorius

LENT DEVOTIONALS ARE HERE!!
Lent begins early this year—Feb. 14TH is Ash Wednesday. So, your worship team has been
hard at work getting resources together and making plans for special services, music, and
events.
This year, we will have two (2) different
devotionals to choose from. One is a
weekly devotional, based on the poetry of
Mary Oliver. There is a reading for each
Sunday in Lent. The second is a daily
devotional, titled Following the Way, by
The Ecumenical and Disciple Bethany
Fellows.

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
February 4 — Ken Hall
February 11— Jenny Heddin
February 18— Mindy Chambers
February 25— Kim Losey& Kimberly
Victorino

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

GREETERS
February 4: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
February 11: Mindy Chambers

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

February 18: Helena Wilson
February 25: Helena Wilson

Team 4—
Kim Losey
Kimberly Victorino
Mindy Chambers
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
February 4— Brenda Hatcher
February 11—
February 18—
February 25—

Both devotionals will be out on the tables
in the foyer. Please help yourself!

HAVE YOU SEEN…

We have once again been blessed! Selena Kilmoyer, has been hard at work creating
an incredible display of art for Lent! Selena is using much of the bulletin board area
for Easter’s Prophetic Call. You will see some amazing art and information about the
various special services we will be having this season. On the tri-fold divider, our
guests from the Saturday Warming Center will be sharing some of their art, as a way
of thanking FCC-OLY for using the space and helping to make Koinonia Hall a warm,
and beautiful space!
You’ll still find information about events in our community as well as our mission of
the month and thank you cards we receive. Now, we’ll also have this
beautiful art surrounding us we gather together in fellowship!
Thank you, Selena!
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SPECIAL SERVICES
February 13TH Shrove
Tues. Pancake Supper
@5:30pm–Gwinwood
February 14TH Ash
Wednesday
service at 6pm

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
Ja nu ar y
Debbie Arney
Judy Gregorius

ST

Beginning Feb. 21
Soup & Bread Lunch—
every Wed. in Lent
through March 28TH

Brenda Hatcher
Kim Losey & Kimberly Victorino
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar

Oh my gosh, Second Sunday is
coming up, and we could you
some help working on the building.
The main project will be the kitchen. Don and Pat do a great job of
keeping things clean, yet how
often do we take the time to do
some deep cleaning? It would also be great to
have an account of the dishes and silverware we
have there. Do you think we have more than five
forks? We need the blue tape brigade to identify
and mark damage in the walls, so others can
come by and then do some repairs. We need
one person to do a bit more pew work. Can we
talk about signage, and other things as well?
Hope to see you there!
—JEB

March 25TH—
Palm Sunday Service
March 29TH @ 7pm
Maundy Thursday
service
TH

March 30 Good Friday
5:15pm Prayer Walk
Sunday, April 1ST
Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service @ 7amGwinwood
Easter service @ 10: 30
6

OPENINGS TO SERVE!
Schedule for Fellowship
in February
Brenda Hatcher
See page 11 for information
on signing up!

There will be an Elders’ meeting Sunday, February 4TH in the library. We’ll
meet 15 minutes after the service is
over. So, grab a snack and cup of
coffee and we’ll begin the meeting!
We’ll continue to discuss Searching for
Sunday—specifically, “Anointing of the
Sick”. We’ll also be discussing specific
plans for Lent and an elders’ retreat.

Kim Losey and Kimberly Victorino are still looking for folks who would like to help with coffee
hour! We have some folks who have signed up
(thank you!) but there’s plenty of room on the
list if you’d like to do it!
This is a great way to have fun with a friend—or
make a new one! The instructions for making
coffee are in the kitchen and there’s always
someone willing to help out!
Sign-up on the clipboard, or contact Kim & Kimberly!
Thank
you!!!
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There will not be a board meeting
in February. The board will meet
on Wednesday, March 14 TH at 6pm
in the library.

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
DECEMBER 2017
December 2017
Fiscal Year
July 2017 - December 2017

December 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)
Mission - Christmas
- Other Outreach

$22,995.00
1,957.64

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Deficit

(12,622.68)
$12,329.96
$225.00
$50.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $2,988.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a
deficit of $52,899.10. At the end of December, the deficit is $574.83
Actual expenditures were 46.71% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts were 65.54% of the estimated annual income.
At the end of December, the expected percentage is 50.00%.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance
Lilly Grant - church
10

44,873.11
892.74

35,000.00
(14,309.27)
20,690.73
15,000.00
7

$62,423.00
14,661.25
13,245.42
(90,904.50)
($574.83)

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Friday, February 2ND 5pm: Interfaith Works Emergency Overnight Shelter's Third Annual Eye
-2-Eye Celebration – Hear stories, meet our guests, share a meal with us - to support Olympia's year
-round nightly shelter for our most vulnerable neighbors. St. Michael Catholic Parish; 1208 11th Ave.
SE; Olympia, WA 98501. Buy tickets: $65 one ticket, $130 two tickets, $520 table for 8: Tickets:
https://www.iwshelter.org/events.html#tickets

Saturday, February 3RD

Thursday, Feb. 15TH—7-9pm:
Screening and discussion: “First Degree” a documentary film highlighting an
education program in Sing Sing. Women are writing and talking about what
someone could have said or done that might have changed their lives and
learning to grow beyond their past. Law enforcement is thinking about bringing this program here. Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
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