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MISSION OF THE MONTH—OCTOBER
INTERFAITH WORKS
Interfaith Works promotes interfaith understanding, and serves the community through
charitable, social and educational endeavors. It has a long-standing history of bringing
the human and financial resources of our faith communities together with business
and government agencies for the benefit of those in need.
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

FCC IN OCTOBER!






EXCITING NEWS! (PG. 2 & 3)
GUEST SPEAKER! (PG. 5)
PET BLESSING!
TURNER LECTURE
DWM EVENT (PG. 5)

BLESSING OF PETS
WE KNOW HOW IMPORTANT THE ANIMALS
WE LOVE AND CARE FOR ARE!
PASTOR AMY WILL OFFER TWO
OPPORTUNITIES FOR A BLESSING OF PETS
ON WEDNESDAY, OCT. 4TH

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

2pm ON THE FRONT STEPS ON 7TH AVE.

701 Franklin St. SE

6pm AT GWINWOOD CAMP—6013 30TH AVE.

PO Box 2850

SE LACEY

Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org
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Open Minds

Capital Christian

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

PLEASE BRING YOUR FURRY FRIEND AND
JOIN US FOR A BLESSING OF THE PETS!

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings Friends,
"Sabbatical or a sabbatical (from Latin: sabbaticus,
from Greek: sabbatikos (σαββατικός), from Hebrew: Shabbat (( )שבת
i.e., Sabbath), literally a "ceasing") is a rest from work, or a break, often lasting from two
months to a year. The concept of sabbatical has a source in shmita, described in several places in
the Bible. For example, in Leviticus 25, there is a commandment to desist from working the
fields during the seventh year. Strictly speaking, this means a sabbatical would last one
year." (wikipedia.com)
In Genesis we read that God created the world and then rested on the seventh day. This is foundational to our understanding of Sabbath. We rest on the seventh day of the week. In Deuteronomy
and Exodus it is reiterated in the command to "remember the Sabbath and keep it holy" even the
beasts of burden are to receive rest. It is written in these books that every 7 years all debts shall be
forgiven, slaves set free, and even the land is to be allowed to rest.
It is customary within the Church that ministers are given sabbatical every seven years ( seminaries now teach that sabbaticals should be every 5 years). My contract with First Christian Church
allows for me to take a paid sabbatical every 5 years, however I have chosen to wait until 7.
Friends I have now served First Christian for 7 years and it is time for me to take a sabbatical. I
have begun making plans to be gone from the end of May through the end of August of 2018.
I am very excited to share with you that I have received the Lilly Foundation Clergy Renewal
Grant that will enable me to do extensive traveling while on sabbatical. It also provides $15,000
for the congregation to use in order to help off set costs. I am attaching the press release about
the grant so you have opportunity to see it. The grant is highly sought after and is a honor to receive. I am incredibly grateful.
I have assembled a team who will be working with me, the board and staff to help put together a fantastic plan of FCC while I am gone. I look forward to sharing details with you as we begin to formulate a plan.
I can tell you that a significant part of my sabbatical will involve walking the Camino De Santiago in
Spain. Also known as the way of St. James. An ancient pilgrimage route that begins in France and ends
at the cathedral of Santiago Spain where it is believed that St. James remains are interred.
I am excited to go on pilgrimage. I am looking forward to the time of rest and renewal, but
what excites me even more is being able to return and share it all with you.
Peace,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting will be Thursday,
Oct. 26TH at noon. We’re sharing what we’ve
each been reading!
Join us in the church library at noon for a great
discussion!
For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

4-Oct
5-Oct
5-Oct
8-Oct
13-Oct
13-Oct
19-Oct
20-Oct
22-Oct

Lylburn Layer
Elaine McDonald
Melissa Wallace
Judy Gregorius
Peggy Frazier
Sharon Lindley
Elsie Kunze
Gayle Wilson
Nell Carlson

Disciples Women’s Ministries (DWM)
The Disciples Women’s
Ministries group will share a

1-Oct Jessi & Rayanna Downing

brown bag lunch on
Wednesday, Oct. 4 TH at
11:30. Dessert will be provided
by our hostesses, Deb Dick and Peggy Frazier.

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE?

We will be starting a new study on Freedom,

Do you have something besides a
birthday or anniversary to celebrate?
If there’s something you’d like to celebrate with your FCC-OLY family,
please let Mary in the office know!
We’ll get it in the next newsletter so
can share in your celebration!

beginning with the story of
Moses. This month, it will be
led by Edrie Harrington.
All women of the church are
invited to the DWM meetings
and All are welcome!
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Happy Autumn, everyone! The summer has flown by…again…and autumn is here! Your
FCC board had a great meeting in September. LOFT has a lot of irons in the fire for
outreach and mission possibilities. Worship is planning our next Gwinwood worship
experience for October 29th. They are also looking ahead to Advent already. The Elders
are planning a retreat together. JEB has been looking around our property and is hard at
work noticing little things that can be fixed or improved quickly. Yes, there was that one
problem in the shelter pipes that needed to be jetted out. JEB will be looking for ways to
prevent those problems also. We had a very enthusiastic discussion about our building
and what we could do to improve it, make it more flexible for different events, and
update the look and feel of the various spaces. A team from the Board will be doing a
walk-about to really see, with fresh eyes, what we have and to envision what we could
do. JEB is willing and able to seek out grants that we can apply for to help us in our mission and work in the community. As you heard, Don is coming back to work for us. He
will be moving his house back the first week of October. Be sure to welcome him!
The most exciting news is the Lilly Foundation grant that we and Amy received so that
she can have her sabbatical next summer. There will be a planning team working out
what we will be doing while Amy is gone. This grant is for the congregation as well as
Amy. We will be working on ourselves, while Amy goes on her pilgrimage and rests from
her daily labors taking care of this congregation. We will keep up with her progress,
while we grow ourselves spiritually. Then there is a party when she gets back! Fun!!
I am looking forward to an exciting year with the new FCC board and all of you! Be on
the lookout for your opportunity to join in the work of the church. There will be plenty
of them!

—Rachel
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Prayers of the People

OUR BUILDING—A NOTE FROM YOUR PROPERTY CHAIR
My first thought is the one of gratitude for all of effort and time that Lizbeth (and those
ahead of her) have invested in this role before me. I also wanted to share my gratitude
for the work of Pat and Don. It is great having these guys working to take care of the
building. Even with all of their work, there is more that we need to do for our building.
Here is how we are going to get started. There is a small group getting together to
complete a walk through assessment of the building. This s group with develop a list of
items to address and prioritize that list. Next, I will ask for some of your time and energy
through a number of work parties. There are some projects that are bigger than our work
parties can handle. For some of the bigger projects I will reach out to the broader community by utilizing grants and other programs.
Well, that is the plan. Do you have items you would like to add to the
list? If so, please send me an email and I will add it to the list. Get ready,
I will be asking for your help soon. All the best JEB (jebstir@hotmail.com)

OUR HEARTS ARE DEEPLY STIRRED ACROSS THE MILES
ST

October 1 Sunday afternoon, 1p.m. at Percival Landing’s Kissing
Statue we will gather to remember Ally Lee Steinfeld. The
Olympian reported the Cabool, Missouri, brutal murder of the
17-year-old transgender teen, “whose gender identity played
a role” in the savage killing.
In loving solidarity and silence we will process from Percival Landing
up the 4th Avenue Bridge walkway to the Canoe Paddle Park joining
in sacred circle.

Worship Preparation
Sunday, October 1:
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 Thanks that Marion is out of the hospital
and is better
 Thanks that Ginny Lou was here to visit with
Helena.
We pray for these new prayer concerns:





Sunday, October 8:
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46



Sunday, October 15:
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14



Sunday, October 22:
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:1-14
Sunday, October 29:
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46














Healing for Selena
Joanne and Frank Goodwin
Barry as he struggles in an area of great poverty.
For our Minister and President, Terry Hord
Owens, for strength and endurance.
The Regional Church as it plans for the next
Regional Assembly
For healing for Wayne and Debra
For Teresa and her son who were verbally
attacked by President Trump.
For peace without fighting. An understanding beyond our understanding.
Traveling mercies for Judy who visited here on
Sunday.
For Kathleen and James and their family
on loss of Kathleen’s mother.
Truth about war comes out.
Those devastated in Puerto Rico who will be
without power for many months.
Those in Mexico affected by earthquakes
Our brothers and sisters all over the world.
Remembering that where there is suffering
we also suffer.
Poverty and other issues of justice.
For the North Korea situation

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
4
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Called to Serve in...

GUEST SPEAKER

OCTOBER

Elders
October 1 — Val Karjala
October 8— Judy Gregorius
October 15— Brenda Hatcher
October 22— Judy Gregorius
October 29 — Robert Smith

Sunday, October 8TH we’ll have a guest speaker! Pastor
Elizabeth Ullery Swenson, who many of us know and
some will have the opportunity for the first time
Sunday, the 8th!

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
October 1 — Ken Hall
October 8 — Jenny Heddin
October 15 — Mindy Chambers
October 22 — Katherine Ely
October 29 —

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
October 1: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
October 8: Mindy Chambers
October 15: Jessi & Rayanna
Downing
October 22: Helena Wilson
October 29:

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
October 1 — Rachel Crum
October 8 — Edrie Harrington
October 15— Jenny Heddin
October 22 — Katherine & Pat Ely
October 29 —Shirley Reeves and
Helena Wilson
12

Either way, we’ll all be fortunate to hear from Liz!
Join us at 10:30—and invite your friends!

DWM INVITES YOU…

ARE YOU CRAFTY?

The FCC-OLY Disciples Women’s Ministry invites
you to a special event on Saturday, Oct. 28TH from
1-3pm right here in Koinonia Hall.

Are you crafty—or maybe just enjoy
the company of those who are? Sew
Crafty invites you to join them any
Laura Vaillancourt, who is a LMHC, and specializes Tuesday at 11:30 am—1pm.
in Geriatric Mental Health, will be sharing about
We do handwork and vent when we
working with folks struggling with memory loss
have things to deal with—like bad
and other health care issues.
hair days and what is the future of
Ms. Vaillancourt is the owner of Eldercare
Counseling, and has extensive experience
helping families and
loved ones.
Please feel free to join
us and invite your
friends and family!
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Sew Crafty?
Bring a bag lunch—the coffee will be
on!
You’ll find us every Tuesday at 11:30
am in Koinonia Hall!

NEW DIRECTORIES!
It’s time! We’ll be updating our church directory!! What’s
that? You don’t have one? Not sure where yours is? Not
to worry!
Your FCC-OLY Directory is the easy way to keep track
of everything from a handy list of board members, to
contact info for members of our community, handy
with pictures and even hyperlinks? What’s that?!? Has
Mary lost her Vulcan mind? Nope! Hyperlinks are a
embedded in the pdf versions that are emailed out.
So, you can literally push a button a quickly email or
call the person with one touch! Of course, it still works
to just call or email them too! You’ll also know when
it’s someone’s birthday or anniversary!
What we need from each of you is your current address,
phone number and email. If you’re not sure if you’re
listed in the old directory, please contact Mary to make
sure we get your picture! Also, don’t forget we have a
“Pet Section” in the back! Make sure we have all the
members of your family!
Contact Mary in the office with info: 360-943-8025 or
churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
Se pt e m be r:
Judy Gregorius
Brenda Hatcher
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
Helena Wilson

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH—2:00 PM

Schedule for Fellowship
in October:
OCT. 1: RACHEL CRUM
OCT. 8: EDRIE HARRINGTON
OCT. 15: JENNY HEDDIN
OCT. 22: KATHERINE & PAT
ELY
OCT. 29: SHIRLEY REEVES &
HELENA WILSON
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AUTHOR TALK: REYNA GRANDE @ WASHINGTON CENTER FOR THE

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
AUGUST 2017

PERFORMING ARTS — THUR., OCT. 26TH 7-9PM
Crossing Borders: Reyna Grande on Immigration and the
American Dream.
Using her first-hand experience, Reyna discusses the complexities of immigration and the way it affects not only immigrants
themselves but also the families they leave behind.

CLASS – LEARNING RIGHT RELATIONS –

Fiscal Year
July 2017 - August
2017

August 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$5,500.00
2,419.82

(12,807.51)
($4,887.69)

Annual Giving
Other Income

$15,495.00
5,317.80

Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

13,245.42
(30,251.92)
$3,806.30

INDIANS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Sunday, October 1ST 1-4pm During three 3-hour gatherings (October 1, November 5, December 3) the class will meet
with members of the Nisqually, Puyallup and Squaxin Island
Tribes to come to know the path of right relations and to
nurture the growing interest of non-tribal people in becoming
involved with the Tribes in useful ways. Each gathering includes a break to share food prepared by classmates,
including salmon from one of the local tribes. Please
share your healthy snack.
Robert and Elizabeth Satiacum will share Robert’s 2007 film
– The Canoe Way, The Sacred Journey – that shares a cultural
story of the Tribal way of living through the voices of canoe family members of the tribes of the Salish Sea (Greater Puget Sound).
Robert and Liz will also share their personal experiences as Indians living in our general neighborhood, and their views about the
ways non-Indians assist in building right relations with Tribes.
The Reading: “What Happened to the Steh-Chass People?” by
Pat Rasmussen available by clicking here.

Mission - Food Bank
- Other Outreach

$170.00
$50.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $665.00
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

“Spirit Journey” Jody
Bergsma’s artwork graced
the 1,400 Paddle to
Nisqually blankets donated
by Learning Right Relations. The Nisqually Tribe
used the blankets as giveaways during the 2016
Canoe Journey.

$59,681.06
$792.13
$140.06

DON RETURNS!
Pastor Amy announced last week—but in case you missed it—Don
Hutchings, our custodian for several years, will be returning!
He’s always remained part of our community. But, we are happy
to announce he’ll resume being part of our staff! Beginning Sunday,
Oct. 1ST he’s back! So, when you see him next, you’ll have an extra
reason to celebrate!

First United Methodist Church of Olympia – The Gathering Place
1224 Legion Way SE, Olympia, WA 98501
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

PROMISED LAND SCREENING @ SAINT MARTIN'S UNIVERSITY

FALL ARTS WALK!

FRIDAY, OCT. 6TH @ 6PM

It’s that time again! Downtown Olympia Fall
Arts Walk! Friday, Oct. 6TH and Saturday, Oct.
7TH.
Once again, our own Ellen Cholski will have
her work at Popinjays!
Stop by and say hi while
she’s there!

As a result of collaborative effort and sponsorship by the Saint Martin’s University Office
of Service and Diversity Initiatives, Center for Scholarship and Teaching, O’Grady Library
and the College of Arts and Sciences, the University will host a screening and discussion of
the award-winning social justice documentary Promised Land. he documentary follows
two tribes in the Pacific Northwest, the Duwamish and the Chinook, as they fight for the
restoration of treaty rights they’ve long been denied. Along with the filmmakers, the tribes
will be present to discuss their past and future with the community. The screening is open
to members of the Saint Martin’s community and the public.

The Cat in the Hat
September 29- October 22, 2017
Recommended for all ages!
Join the Cat as he fills the house with the mischievous humor and
madcap style of the classic book come to life before your very
eyes.
The Cat in The Hat interrupts a rainy afternoon with his unexpected visit to Sally and her brother’s cozy home. Their outspoken and outraged pet Fish is
astounded and concerned, but this cat will not be deterred. He will teach us all to make our
own fun with nothing but a little imagination. “It’s fun to have fun, but you have to know
how.” Along with Thing One and Thing Two, the cat will fill our theater with mischievous
humor and madcap style. Young and old alike will delight in this faithful adaptation of a
classic book come to life before our very eyes.
Directed by: Kate Ayers
Based on the book by Dr. Seuss
Adapted and originally directed by Katie Mitchell for the National Theatre of Great Britain.
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CIELO AND IMMIGRANT STORIES OF OLYMPIA
WITH

CHARO GARCIA DE PORTARO

Wednesday, Oct. 18TH 7:30-8:45 pm at the Olympia
branch of Timberland Library—
Charo Garcia de Portaro will share her own story of
immigration to the Olympia community and talk about
her work with CIELO Programs. CIELO, Integral Latino
Educational Center of Olympia, promotes community,
self-sufficiency and leadership of Latin@s and other
underserved people in the South Puget Sound area
with educational and mental health services, and social
and cultural activities. This program is co-sponsored by
the Hispanic Roundtable of South Sound. Spanish
interpretation will be available.
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