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FCC IN NOVEMBER!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—NOVEMBER


Each November the Disciples Mission Fund reminds us of the ongoing and deep commitment we
have always had to education and learning! We ask for donations towards our institutions of higher learning as a way of supporting our extended family within the church that are doing great
things on campuses (physical and virtual) across the county!
You can read more about our mission of the month on page 10. You can also watch a video here.
Here’s a partial list of the institutions we support: Barton College, Bethany College, Chapman University, Columbia College, Culver-Stockton Collee, Hiram College, Jarvis Christian College, Lynchburg College, Midway University, Texas Christian University, Transylvania University, William
Woods University, Brite Divinity School, Christian Theological Seminary, Disciples Divinity House at
the University of Chicago, Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt Divinity School, Disciples Seminary
Foundation Lexington Theological Seminary, Phillips Theological Seminary.





ALL SOUL’S SUNDAY
SMALL GROUP
HANGING OF GREENS
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
HERE

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org

16

Open Minds

Capital Christian

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Greetings!
What are you thankful for? I'm thankful for family and friends. I'm grateful for the love this
congregation continues to share with each other and with the community. I'm thankful for
your courage. I'm filled with gratitude for Mary's dedication and great care for First Christian
Church. I cannot imagine managing without her; for Kate's gift of music within the worship
setting, her creativity and her ability to understand the overall picture, as well as her
incredible voice; for David's beautiful gift of improve and filling our sanctuary with sounds

DOWNTOWN FOR THE HOLIDAYS
THE SINGING, RINGING CHIME CHOIR!
It’s a tradition! On Sunday, November 26, Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble and the singing, ringing, chime choir will provide a festive program of carols and songs sure to
warm hearts and lift spirits. Last year we performed in Batdorf and Bronson’s cozy
Capitol Way coffee shop. Our venue has yet to be determined this year, but we know
we’ll bring out the smiles wherever we are. You are invited to join in this fun and family friendly activity during the "Downtown for the Holidays" event. We sing familiar
seasonal songs while ringing our own accompaniment on chimes and handbells. No
experience is needed. No rehearsals are required. We use a simple sing/ring method
easily learned in a few minutes. We assemble in our performance spot at 1:00 PM and
perform until about 2:45 PM. Refreshments are available during our mid-program
break. Questions? Gimme a ring. Or text. Or email. Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or
email LWilson372@aol.com

of joy each Sunday; for Don and Pat's love and care for our building, their dedication to our
mission and understanding of how the building is as much a part of our ministry as anything
else we do. I'm overflowing with gratitude. How about you?

What are you grateful for? Have you shared your gratitude lately?

2017 FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
Our noontime concert series continues with top-notch musicians providing music
for respite and restoration during the hurried and harried days before Christmas.
Dec. 1: The Derrick Nelson Quintet
Dec. 8: Our own Brianna Kramer, Mezzo Soprano
Dec. 15: Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble and Friends
Dec. 22: Choro Tomorrow, Brazilian Jazz
Dec. 29: Je Tu (Jamie and Susan) with Dr. David Deacon-Joyner

Peace,
Amy

The concerts are free; however, we do encourage contributions for the musicians. We
begin with refreshments in the library at 11:30. Concerts begin at noon and last about
an hour. If you would like to be a greeter or provide cookies for one or more concerts,
please call or text Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol to sign up.
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday,
Dec. 7th at noon. We’re
reading The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks,
by Rebecca Skloot.
Join us in the church
library at noon for a
great discussion!
For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

Disciples Women’s Ministries (DWM)
The Disciples Women’s
Ministries group will share a
brown bag lunch on
Wednesday, Nov. 1 ST at
11:30. Dessert will be provided
by our hostess, Jan Carlson

6-Nov
8-Nov
10-Nov
12-Nov
12-Nov
13-Nov
13-Nov
13-Nov
15-Nov
15-Nov
16-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
18-Nov
20-Nov
21-Nov
24-Nov
25-Nov
28-Nov
29-Nov

Rachel Crum
David Johnson
Sherrie Fisher
Don Hutchings
David Lindley
Vern Lacewell
Shirley Reeves
Jack Reynolds
Sue Nord Conte
Valerie Inforzato
Alan Wallace
Bernie Ammons
Zach Shepard
Visnu Ray-Monarche
Will Ulry
Hannah Shepard
Leah Wilson
Karen Nye
Grayson Shepard
Mia LaCroix
Jane Hooper

Since football season is in full swing, I decided to quote a famous football
coach. Vince Lombardi once said: " The measure of who we are is what we do with
what we have." Now it does not matter if you are a football fan, or a Lombardi
fan.....that seems to be pretty good advice. My mother had a saying....probably not as
all encompassing, but easier to remember, " Bloom where you are planted, and share
what you have !" Make the most of what you have been given. We are a privileged
society. Remember your blessings and share them. Just a thought !

—Debbie

All women of the church are
invited to the DWM meetings
and All are welcome!
Questions? Contact
Edrie Harrington
360-438-5018
14
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Prayers of the People

ALL SOULS’ SUNDAY
Sunday, November 5TH is All Souls’ Sunday. We will have a
chance to remember those we love that have passed
away. There will be a table for remembrances as well as
an opportunity to light a candle for our loved ones.

You are welcome to bring something for the table should you
wish to do so.

Sunday, November 12:
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
 That Jillian and Dane’s baby girl is born and
all are doing well
 Thanks that Lisa now has permanent
housing
 From Mary…thanks that her aunt was able
to evacuate from the fires in California
 For the work and service of the staff in the
shelter as they recognize their third year
here.
 That our denomination has been flooded
with donations for victims of disasters
 For our ministerial staff: Mary, David, Kate,
Joyce, Don and Pat and for our pastor, Amy.
We pray for these new prayer concerns:
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time and place?

Sunday, November 19:




Worship Preparation

Sunday, November 5:
Joshua 2:7-17
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12

Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS!
Don’t forget to turn your clocks & watches
back one hour! Daylight savings ends
Sunday, Nov. 5th. This is a good time to
change the batteries in smoke detectors
too!

Sunday, November 26:
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46









For the family of Dale Curfman
That Brianna and Brian find a place to live
and for better health
Traveling mercies for Ellen as she returns to
Arizona
Those affected by the fires in California
First responders to the California fires
For our sisters and brothers in Puerto Rico
who are still without water and other basic
needs
Family and friends of Erma Burdorf who
passed away recently
Continued prayers for Kimberly Victorino’s
father

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
4
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Called to Serve in...

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS HERE!

NOVEMBER

Elders
November 5 — Val Karjala
November 12— Nell Carlson
November 19— Rachel Crum
November 26— Brenda Hatcher

I know—we can’t believe it either—but it’s
true! It’s almost time for Advent to begin!
We’re making plans for Hanging of the
Greens, a Christmas Party (see page 11) and
of course, we’ll be sharing the Advent journey
with each other through our devotionals.
We’re using the ‘Still Speaking’ series again.
You’ll be able to pick up your copy any Sunday
in November. Advent begins Sunday, Dec. 3rd.

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
November 5 — Ken Hall
November 12— Jenny Heddin
November 19— Mindy Chambers
November 26— Katherine Ely

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
November 5 : Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
November 12: Mindy Chambers
November 19: Jessi & Rayanna
Downing
November 26: Helena Wilson

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
November 5 — Rachel Crum
November 12— Edrie Harrington
November 19 — Jenny Heddin
November 26— Katherine & Pat Ely

SMALL GROUP BEGINS!
Starting Wednesday, November 1 ST
Pastor Amy will be facilitating a
small group at 2pm to discuss Rachel Held Evans’ Searching for
Sunday. We still have some books
in the office if you’d like one!

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Join us Wednesday, Nov. 29TH at
5pm! We’re gathering for dinner in
Koinonia Hall. The soup will be
hot—so bring bread or dessert to
share if you can. After we eat, we’ll
decorate our church for Christmas!
Christmas carols will be playing; the
soup will be hot and the company
will be festive & fun! What better
way to prepare for the Christmas
season!
Mark your calendars!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

WE’RE CELEBRATING!

ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY!

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS!
TH

Nov. 19 —Community Interfaith Thanksgiving.
Community tradition for 34 years! 2pm at The Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd
TH

Nov. 26 —Bell Choir at Batdorf & Bronson 1-2:45pm
(see page 15)
Nov. 29th—Hanging of the Greens. Join us for supper in
Koinonia Hall at 5pm! The soup will be on—bring bread
or a dessert to share if you can. (see page 5).
ST

Dec. 1 —Friday at the First begins! Every Friday in
December, we’ll invite our neighbors to enjoy wonderful
music as well as coffee and cookies. It’s a great way to
spread some holiday cheer!

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
Oc t o be r:
Rachel Crum
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Jenny Heddin

We have been able to purchase two new
hand held mics as well as a new headset
mic for Pastor Amy to use on Sundays!

This year we’ll be celebrating Christmas together in a special way! They’ll be an allchurch Christmas Party!

If you’re wondering why things sound so
much better and there’s no cutting out or
other technical difficulties—that’s why!

That’s right! We’ll be having a party on
Wednesday, November 13TH at 6pm at
Gwinwood. We’re working on plans—so
stay tune for more information.

More reasons to celebrate!

For now—plan on
attending and
invite your friends
and family!

Dec. 3RD—Advent begins. Advent devotionals available
any time in November. (see page 5).
Dec. 6TH—DWM Annual Christmas Luncheon. Everyone
invited! (see page 11).
TH

Dec. 13 —All Church Christmas Party! We’re going to
gather at 6pm. More info coming soon!
Dec. 24TH—Christmas Eve service. Concert begins at
6:30. Christmas Eve service at 7pm. Great time to invite
friends and neighbors!

Schedule for Fellowship
in November:
NOV. 5: KAREN FERGUSON
NOV. 12: KEN HALL
NOV. 19: ???
NOV. 26: VAL KARJALA &
DANITA ROSS

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23rd
and 24th for Thanksgiving. Office
will re-open Monday, November
27th at 9am.

DWM CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON—SAVE THE DATE!
It’s almost that time again! The Disciples Women’s
Ministry (DWM) invites everyone to join them for
their annual Christmas luncheon! We’re back at the
restaurant in Panorama City this year! We’re ordering
off the menu, which also includes some wonderful
options! Everyone is invited to join them Wednesday,
December 6TH at 11:30. RSVP to Edrie Harrington or
Peggy Frazier!

Happy Thanksgiving!
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GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
SEPTEMBER 2017

Special Offering—November:
From the very beginnings of the movement, Disciples have founded institutions of higher
learning, encouraging students in their intellectual pursuits. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is still committed to higher education. Currently, over 50,000
students attend our fourteen Disciples related colleges and universities or seven
seminaries and divinity houses. And in the past twelve months, over 12,000 students
have graduated from these fine schools.

Fiscal Year
July 2017 - September
2017

September 2017

On November 12 and 19, Disciples churches across the US and Canada will collect the
Thanksgiving offering. Your gift to the Thanksgiving offering helps to support the work of
our institutions of higher learning in many ways: financially supporting Disciples related
schools, providing undergraduate scholarships and support for spiritual life offices,
and providing scholarships and support for those pursuing theological education.

Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

This November, please give generously to this year’s Thanksgiving offering. Your gifts
make a world of difference as Disciples continue our legacy of supporting education and
our institutions of higher learning.

Mission - Reconciliation
- Other Outreach

$7,963.00
2,717.07
(11,403.32)
($723.25)

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$23,458.00
8,034.87
13,245.42
(41,655.24)
$3,083.05

$261.00
$525.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $1,558.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a deficit of
$52,899.10. At the end of September, $3,083.05 of the $13,245.42 annual Foundation
distribution is left. Actual expenditures were 25.30% of the annual
budget.
Cash receipts were 34.54% of the estimated annual income. At the end of September,
the expected percentage is 25%.
Savings balance
59,690.68
Building Repair Savings
817.13
Memorial Fund
50,141.36
$50,000 Lilly Grant money in Memorial Fund
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Thursday, Nov. 2ND
All donations go towards our Quest for
a Permanent Home! Stonewall Youth
is raising money to establish a permanent downtown space for our LGBTQ+
youth center and other social justice
community organizations. The multipurpose building we are purchasing will be a
good investment, allow us to expand our
programming (including more youth and
all-ages workshops, dances, performances,
and other events) provide stability to
LGBTQ+ youth and to the organization,
and give us the opportunity to support
emerging ventures. For more information, click here.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH—2:00 PM

THURSDAY, NOV. 16TH 7:30-8:45PM
Sociology professor Teresa Ciabattari leads an
interactive conversation that explores what
white privilege is, discusses a variety of examples of privilege for individuals and institutions, and provides tools for learning
how to address it. Participants will gain
knowledge and resources to foster inclusion
and racial justice in their own communities.
Olympia branch of Timberland Library
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