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FCC IN DECEMBER!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—DECEMBER
Miracles happen in regional ministry! Regional Ministry knits the church together by equipping
leaders, encouraging congregations, and building relationships.
Miracles happen every day in all our regions as we:



Assist congregations and leaders in claiming their unique mission and ministry, and provide
resources and support.
 Call, commission and ordain new pastors, and support and equip all pastors for their ministries.
 Revitalize existing congregations and plan for new congregations.
 Connect Regional Disciples to give witness to ministries of justice, hope, and compassion.
 Provide camps, conferences, and retreats where children and youth find hope and Christ’s love
and a community of faith that embraces “everyone.”
 Make visible the care for all of God’s family through ministries of reconciliation and antiracism.
Received in most congregations on December 10 and 17, 100% of the Christmas offering given by
Northwest congregations in December returns to support the ministries of the Northwest Regional Christian Church. Thank you for your generous gifts.
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
HERE
CHRISTMAS PARTY!
CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIAL
SERVICE
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Expectant waiting......that's how many define Advent.....Expectant waiting, and
preparation. The question to ask is what needs to be prepared? How to prepare?
We wait with excitement and hope for the birth of the Christ child once again. For Jesus to
quietly and without much fanfare to enter into the darkness, the chaos, the pain, the brokenness of our lives....of our world....and remind us that peace is possible, hope is worth harboring, joy is a moral mandate, and love is foundational.
How to prepare for that? How do you prepare for company? How would you prepare for a
newborn? What changes would you make if you were bringing a new pet into your home? I
might clear out a room for a newborn. Create a nursery. For a houseguest I would clean,
spruce up, get rid of.......in other words, make space. I might begin to fill that space with
things that would have meaning for who was coming....a new comforter, a bed, a beautiful
piece of art....how would you create a space for a new member of your family?
What space needs to be cleared in your heart, mind, soul in order to make room for the
Christ child to be born? What might you need to let go of....perhaps you need to add something? Prayer, meditation, contemplation, bible study, poetry, music, reconnecting with an
old passion or skill? What might it be for you?
How will you get ready for Jesus to live within your soul?
Waiting expectantly.....prepare.....Happy Advent!!
—Amy
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A big ‘Thank you’ to all who helped
Rachel decorate for Christmas! We had a
great time—wonderful food, better company
and got a lot done!
Rachel wanted express her gratitude to:
Brad Logan, Brenda Hatcher, Brianna Kramer
(who made us some wonderful soup), Don
Hutchings, Judy Bushell, Kate Ayers, Kim Losey, Kimberly Victorino, Amy and Mia LaCroix,
Mary Wolfskill Ybarra, Selena Kilmoyer, and Shirley Reeves.
As the saying goes—’Many hands make the light work’—or in this case, many hands made
the lights (and decorations) work!

2017 FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
Our noontime concert series continues with top-notch musicians providing music
for respite and restoration during the hurried and harried days before Christmas.
Dec. 1: The Derek Nelson Quintet
Dec. 8: Our own Brianna Kramer, Mezzo Soprano
Dec. 15: Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble and Friends
Dec. 22: Choro Tomorrow, Brazilian Jazz
Dec. 29: Je Tu (Jamie and Susan) with Dr. David Deacon-Joyner
The concerts are free; however, we do encourage contributions for the musicians. We
begin with refreshments in the library at 11:30. Concerts begin at noon and last about
an hour. If you would like to be a greeter or provide cookies for one or more concerts,
please call or text Leah Wilson at 360-491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol to sign up.
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting will be Thursday,
Dec. 7th at noon. We’re reading The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot.
Join us in the church
brary at noon for a
great discussion!

Hello Everyone,

li-

2-Dec
14-Dec
15-Dec
27-Dec
30-Dec
31-Dec

For more information
about the book club,
please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-3014287

Sylvia Harkness
Isaac Wallace
Millie Martel
Dorothy Smith
Ashley Adams
Selena Kilmoyer

Now, the Christmas decorations are popping up, seasonal performances are
appearing on the local stages and movie theaters, kids are trying to stay off Santa’s
naughty list, the Christmas music station has started up on the radio and Christmas music
is in all the stores. Leah and the Alleluia! Handbell choir have started the December
performance marathon, store sales and end-of-the-year charity appeals are everywhere,
the Fridays at the First concerts have started, Brianna’s students are preparing for their
holiday recital, and we are anticipating a happy birthday celebration for Jesus.

LAST CALL FOR CHANGES!
We’re finally going to push the button to print out
our new directories! So, if you have last-minute
changes, or just want to make sure we are up-todate on your address, email, and phone—please
contact the office!
Mary plans to be printing them early next week, so
folks can have them in their hands for mailing
Christmas cards, etc.
We have lots of additions —2-legged and a few 4legged ones! Plus, a few people have moved! So,
don’t forget to get rid of your old directories when
you pick-up a new one!
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I didn’t know where to go with the column this month. The news has been less
than happy—even scary. Yet, I hear uplifting stories all the time about advances in all
the different sciences, students doing great work, fascinating discoveries in space and
history, snow in Hawaii (really!), a super moon on December 3 rd, big advances in
medicine and gene therapy and that was just today.

15-Dec Dane & Jillian Henze
20-Dec Larry & Sherrie Fisher
Lylburn & Melissa
26-Dec Layer

I believe that the opposite of fear is hope. I prefer to choose hope to live my life
each day. How will you choose to face your life this Advent season and the New
Year to come? Will you join with me and choose to face the future with hope? We
are Resurrection people and hope in the midst of darkness is the good news that Jesus
will be born, once again, to proclaim.

—Rachel
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Prayers of the People

Hello group,

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:

I am just getting to know our building. We have done some preliminary assessment (we
have more to do), and identified some projects. There is one I would like to do right off
the bat, and I would like your help. I want to put together a Building Book, with a section
covering each of the major systems within the building. The book would contain all the
specifics a person may need to know about our beautiful building. For example, do you
know where and how many water shut off valves we have? Or, where the shut off key
is? Do you know where the breaker and junction boxes are (there are about 10 of them).
A book like is would be helpful in maintenance, or if the fire department wanted to do an
inspection. We could also include a storage map to help centralize where we store things.
Did you know we store candles in 8 different spots. So, there are a number of projects we
have outlined, and we will start setting up work parties in January. Hope to see you there!
—JEB

SPECIAL SERVICE
Dec. 21ST at 6pm
We’ll be joining together in
the sanctuary for a Longest
Night service.



Worship Preparation

Sunday, December 3:
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37





Sunday, December 17:



Sunday, December 24:
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:46b-55 or
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

For those who are unfamiliar
with this tradition, we
spend some time together
on the longest night of the
year. We acknowledge that
there can be loss and grief
during this time.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
What is God calling First Christian Church to do
in this time and place?

Sunday, December 10:
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28












Sunday, December 31:
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
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For this amazing world we live in especially the
interstellar asteroid that has been seen by earth
for the first time.

Continued prayers for what God is calling First
Christian Church to do in this time and place.
For the people affected by the shooting in the
Mosque in Egypt
For the people affected by the shooting in the
Mosque in Nigeria
For a world that is broken
What can our community do to look for solutions to helping the homeless…we are not
doing enough
Continuing prayers for Edrie and her son as he
moves into nursing care.
Families of the sailors lost in the Pacific
The families of those who were lost in the sinking of the Argentina sub.
Safe travels for Kimberly and Kim who will be
spending a month in Alabama with family.
Those affected by the shooting in the elementary school in Texas.
Prayers for Deb Dick who broke a bone and is in
a leg cast and for Jim Dick who is now home
from gall bladder surgery. Prayers for healing.
For Leah Wilson’s daughter, Devon, who fell and
broke bones in her foot and ankle. Prayers for
her and her family.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

DECEMBER

Elders
December 3 — Robert Smith
December 10— Karen Ferguson
December 17— Karen Ferguson
December 24— Nell Carlson
December 31— Brenda Hatcher

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
December 3 — Ken Hall
December 10— Jenny Heddin
December 17— Mindy Chambers
December 24— Katherine Ely
December 31—

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS HERE!
It’s not too late! Advent is upon us! Many of
you have picked up your devotions—but
there are plenty if you haven’t had a chance.
We’ll be sharing the Advent journey with each
other through our devotionals. We’re using
the ‘Still Speaking’ series again. You’ll be able
to pick up your copy any Sunday. Or, you can
stop by the office and get one!

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
December 3: Elsie Kunze & Judy
Bushell
December 10: Mindy Chambers
December 17: Jessi & Rayanna
Downing
December 24: Helena Wilson
December 31: Helena Wilson

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
December 3— Debbie Arney

Larry and Sherrie Fisher will be moving
in early December! They’ll be able to
be in Texas, nearer their daughter,
Robin. It’s going to be quite an
adventure! Their new address will be:

December 10— Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
December 17— Party @ Gwinwood

5550 Harvest Hill Rd.

December 24—

E-329

December 31—Judy B. & Mia LaCroix

Dallas, TX 75230-1684
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY!

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS!
Dec. 1ST—Friday at the First begins! Every Friday in
December, we’ll invite our neighbors to enjoy wonderful
music as well as coffee and cookies. It’s a great way to
spread some holiday cheer!
Dec. 3RD—Advent begins. Advent devotionals available
any time in November. (see page 5).
Dec. 6TH—DWM Annual Christmas Luncheon. Everyone
invited! (see page 11).
Dec. 17TH —All Church Christmas Party! We’re going to
gather right after service at Gwinwood! (see page 11).
Dec. 21ST—Longest Night Service—6pm (Page 4)
Dec. 24TH—Christmas Eve service. Concert begins at
6:30. Christmas Eve service at 7pm. Great time to invite
friends and neighbors!

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
N ove mb e r:
Karen Ferguson
Dean Gregorius
Ken Hall
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
Kim Losey
Kim Victorino
Val Karjala
Danita Ross

This year we’ll be
celebrating Christmas together in a
special way! We’re
having an all-church
Christmas Party!
That’s right! We’ll
be having a party on
Sunday, November 17TH —right after the service
at Gwinwood. We’ll be carpooling, so folks who
need rides can get them easily!
Lunch will be provided—if you’d like to bring a
dessert to share—please do! Either way—plan to
attend!

There will be an Elders’ meeting Sunday, December 3RD in the library. We’ll
meet 15 minutes after the service is
over. So, grab a snack and cup of
coffee and we’ll go over the Baptism
section of Searching for Sunday. As
well as do some scheduling and hear
from Pastor Amy.

Schedule for Fellowship
in December:

OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Monday, Dec. 25th and
Monday, January 1st for Christmas and New Years.
The January 2018 Newsletter will be released the week
of January 2nd-5th, after the office is open.

DEC. 3: DEBBIE ARNEY
DEC. 10: LIZBETH MARTINMAHAR
DEC. 17: PARTY @ GWINWOOD!
DEC. 24:
DEC. 31: JUDY B. & MIA LACROIX
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DWM CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
The Disciples Women’s Ministry (DWM) invites everyone to join them for their annual Christmas luncheon!
We’re back at the restaurant in Panorama City this
year! We’re ordering off the menu, which also includes some wonderful options! Everyone is invited
to join them Wednesday, December 6TH at 11:30.
RSVP to Edrie Harrington or Peggy Frazier!
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Community Events

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
OCTOBER 2017

Olympia Fellowship of Reconciliation 42nd Annual Holiday Peace Vigil
What better way to welcome the Prince of Peace than with our friends and neighbors
working for peace. The vigil is Saturday, December 16th noon-1pm along West 4th Avenue (south side of Percival Landing and North of Heritage Foundation).

Fiscal Year
July 2017 - October
2017

October 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

Race in Film Series—Continues

Mission - Interfaith Works
- Other Outreach

$8,960.00
2,402.83
(17,030.40)
($5,667.57)

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$32,418.00
10,482.70
13,245.42
(59,745.71)
($3,599.59)

$482.00
$141.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $2,181.00
The approved budget for the July 2017 - June 2018 fiscal year contained a deficit of
$52,899.10.
At the end of October, the deficit is $3,599.59.
Actual expenditures were 30.66% of the annual budget.
Cash receipts were 39.45% of the estimated annual income.
At the end of October, the expected percentage is 33%.

Did you know the Black Alliance of Thurston County has been presenting movies and
discussions each month? These events are co-sponsored by our friends at the Olympia
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, and The United Churches of Olympia. Thursday,
December 21st from 6:30-9pm they will be screening Hidden Figures. Even if you’ve
already seen it, it’s worth another viewing! And, there will be a discussion after the movie.
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Savings balance
Building Repair Savings

50,360.54
842.42

Memorial Fund
Lilly Grant - minister
expenses
Balance

35,000.00
(9,891.06)
25,108.94

Lilly Grant - church

15,000.00
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WRAPPING UP THE HOLIDAYS—

COMMUNITY EVENTS

TOY & FUND DRIVE

LACEY LIGHTS
Lacey Christmas tree lighting and parade
will take place Monday, December 4th.
The parade begins at 6pm, and will end at
Huntamer Park for the Christmas tree
lighting.
Miss the tree lighting in Olympia? Just want
more? Here you go!

Our neighbors at MIXX96 are sponsoring their toy and fund drive again this year! Here’s
the list of what they are asking for:











Battle Against the Winter Fundraiser—
The Society

Children's toys and games, preferably new and unwrapped.
Art supplies, including crayons, pencils, play-doh, & drawing pads.
Infant clothing, new or gently used. Warm baby clothing for the winter is especially
needed.
Disposable diapers are a great donation, as are gift certificates.
Books and music of all types, maybe a movie pass! Teens particularly often are ignored
when families are in severe need. Many teens from low-income families are working,
not for "mall money," but to help buy food and pay rent for their families!
Bicycles, in almost any condition. Many of the agencies involved have volunteers who
can do repairs, and just about every kid dreams of finding a bike under the tree!
Coats & jackets, gloves, hats, and scarves, in new or excellent used condition. All sizes
are needed from infant to adult. (Many older kids wear adult sizes & moms & dads
need warm things too!)
Gift certificates for grocery items. Most stores will let you specify food items only, if
you wish.

Please donate to our "Wrapping up the Holidays "Cash & Toy Drive Friday, December
22, 2017. We will broadcast live 6am-6pm from the corner of State and Washington in
downtown Olympia collecting your donations of cash and toys!

December 7th @ 8pm!
111 Washington St. NE
A benefit to raise money to help keep the
homeless warm during the winter. Donated
items needed to help keep them warm such
as; old winter coat, unused sleeping bag, wool
socks, hand warmers, etc. $10 suggested donation. There will be music, dancing, and lots of
fun with friends and neighbors!
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http://www.mixx96.com/index.php/calendar-by-day/wrapping-up-the-holidays
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