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Welcoming ALL People

ANNUAL MEETING—PG. 5


SUMMER CAMP COMING! PG. 4

SUMMER CAMP—2017!
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Compassionate Hearts

FCC IN MAY

MISSION OF THE MONTH—MAY
ASSISTANCE FUND
This fund is used to meet special and
emergency needs. All requests are kept
confidential. Through these funds, First
Christian is able to help our neighbors
with emergency help for utilities and
other expenses.

Open Minds

Capital Christian

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

It’s time to plan for summer camp for your favorite
campers! Information on camps at Gwinwood and Koinonia—see page 4!

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
We made it! After a long journey through Lent we find resurrection and the whole of
creation seems to know it. Trees in budding and in bloom, tulips and lilies even our
Christmas cactus is blooming. And to top it off as I sit writing the sun has come out,
the sky is blue and a hummingbird just arrived at the feeder. We made it!
As we enter into the month of May I want to give you some updates and some news.
Hopefully, by now you have noticed the change to the cross in the sanctuary. The image
of North America has been removed and replace with an image of the earth. We hope
that this sill honors the original design for the cross while recognizing that for many people
North America at the center of the cross is problematic. There is still work being done on
creating a cross out of wood from Methuselah at Gwinwood, but that is a process that
will take several years.
Speaking of Gwinwood! Did you know that our own Kate Ayers has been hired as the
new Interim transitional Executive Director? She began in January and has already
done amazing things. She has assembled a fantastic staff. Together they have made
tremendous progress on updating and cleaning up the camp. If you have an opportunity
to go by and take a look I highly recommend it.
Speaking of opportunities and Gwinwood ....June 11th is our annual meeting. This year
we want our annual meeting to be something special (after all we turned 125 years old
this year). On June 11th we will have our worship service at Gwinwood along with
our annual meeting. A meal will be served, activities and entertainment planned so mark
your calendars for an absolutely wonderful day at our camp and conference grounds as
we celebrate the ministry, mission, and work of FCC and those who have served, will
serve and do serve.
I pray that you are journeying well in this time of resurrection.

Walk. Give. Change the world.
Did you know FCC-OLY is participating in Crop Walk again this year? We are getting our
team together! We need walkers, folks to cheer us on, and of course, people to make
donations! We’ll have a sign-up sheet beginning Sunday, April 2ND. We can also use help
getting the word out. So, put it on your Facebook page, send out emails!
37th annual Thurston County CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, May 7.
This fund-raiser is held to raise money for local, national and global hunger relief. The
best part is that one quarter of the money stays right here in Thurston County and is distributed to various groups active in hunger relief in our community.
We are looking for walkers, donators, and a head recruiter for the First Christian Church
team. Are you excited to join in? Please contact Rachel Crum if you are interested in
volunteering as a recruiter.
We have registered our team and have our own url to share with folks who want to walk
or donate: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/olympiawa/fccoly
You can learn more about the CROP Hunger Walk and share this video here.

Peace,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting
will be Thursday, May 25TH at
noon. We will be discussing
the book, A Man Called Ove, by
Fredrik Backman.
For more information about
the book club, please contact
Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

There will be a Pre-Budget
board meeting at 6:00 pm on

Hello friends!
1-May
3-May
4-May
4-May
6-May
16-May
16-May
18-May
19-May
22-May
30-May
31-May

Jessi Downing
Brianna Kramer
Brenda Hatcher
Cheryl Moore
George Wallace
Zachary Mahar
Si Sarton
Henry Heddin
Doug Dornhecker
Jenny Heddin
Edrie Harrington
Val Karjala

Wednesday, May 3RD in the Library.

If you have any questions, please contact
13-May Jane & John Hooper

recrum57@gmail.com

The idea for a walk wasn't just to enjoy a pleasant
meander through town to raise a bit of money. The walk is to show solidarity with all
the women and (mainly girl) children who have to walk many miles every day to find water for the family's daily needs.
The money is split 75% to the world's needs, while 25% stays in the county where it was
raised. Interfaith Works distributes the funds in Thurston County. It is shared among
several organizations that work to relieve hunger. Past recipients have included GRUB,
the Food Bank and various groups that provide meals for people who need help.
It isn't too late to support the First Christian CropWalkers. You can still contribute until
the end of May. Last year, Thurston County was 55th out of 500 organizations in fund
raising. Or you can come out for a pleasant afternoon meander around the city! With
your help, we can do great things!

There will also be a Board Meeting Wednesday,
May 10TH, at 6pm in the Library.
Rachel Crum, 360-459-2601 or email:

As you have heard, CropWalk will be held on the
first Sunday of May all over the country. Perhaps
you didn't know that CropWalk was invented 37
years ago and was the first "walk" for charity of any
kind.

Here’s the link to our walk page: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/olympiawa/Donate

24-May Trish & Wade Shepard

H AVE

SOMETHING TO

CELEBRATE THAT’S NOT A BIRTHDAY

—Rachel

OR ANNIVERSARY?

There will be an elder’s meeting after service on
Sunday, May 21ST. If you have any questions,
please contact Si Sarton, 360-259-5463 or email:
sssarton@aol.com
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PLEASE LET MARY KNOW, AND
WE ’ LL ADD IT IN THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER !
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Prayers of the People
We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:

July 24 - 27

Worship Preparation



Good news that Judy received about second
concern and new date for surgery (May 2)

Sunday, May 7:
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10



Celebration for the science marchers.



Thanks that Kathy Gallaher is out of hospital



For Stephanie Claire who had surgery on
her hand

Sunday, May 14:
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14



Sergio



David and Charles



Alejandro Ricarcio who has health issues



For my granddaughter



Family of Terry Turner who died.

Sunday, May 21:
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21



Kathleen Alviar who’s mother’s cancer has
returned. Prayers as they move her to a
new home.



Tony Santana



Gloria Cox who had surgery recently.

Sunday, May 28:
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:

July 24 - 29

www.disciplesnw.org
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Called to Serve in...

May 7 —
May 14 —
May 21 —
May 28 —

PICNIC & ANNUAL MEETING —

MAY

Elders
Robert Smith
Helena Wilson
Val Karjala
Brenda Hatcher

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

This year our annual meeting will be combined
with our church picnic! We’ll meet at Gwinwood
after church on Sunday, June 11TH.

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
May 7 — Ken Hall
May 14 — Jenny Heddin
May 21 — Mindy Chambers
May 28 — Lylburn Layer

We’ll have more details soon! In the meantime,
please mark your calendars, add it to your reminders! It will be a fun event and a great time
to connect, see folks you’ve known for years—
and get to know folks you don’t know as well!

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
May 7: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
May 14: Mindy Chambers
May 21: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
May 28: Helena Wilson

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar
Coffee Hour:
May 7 — Leah Wilson
May 14 — Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
May 21 — Brenda Hatcher
May 28 — Si Sarton
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Soon, you’ll be receiving your annual letter,
including the budget and ballot.
So, don’t forget to mark your calendar! See
you there!

OFFICE CLOSED
TH

Monday, May 29 , the church
office will be closed in honor of
Memorial Day.

WE ARE SADDENED TO SAY TERRY TURNER,
who some of you will remember, passed away recently. His family has asked to have his service here. The
service will be Saturday, May 13TH at 2pm.

The office will re-open Tuesday, Terry’s wife, Susan passed away in December, 2010
and their son, Jeff, passed away in August of 2012.
May 30TH at 8:00 am.
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Look Who is in the News!
Northwest Pacific Ballet—Sleeping Beauty
From the United Way of Thurston County:
“Congratulations to our RSVP volunteer,
Jack Reynolds, who was featured in The
Olympian for his amazing community contributions. Jack has served as a pillar of
Centennial Elementary School in Olympia,
volunteering an average of 20 hours or
more per week for the past 25 years! His
commitment and dedication to mentoring youth is truly inspirational. Jack has taken it upon
himself to be a constant presence in the classroom, assisting with homework, reading, and
an abundance of other tasks that come his way. He has also proven to be an essential
member of United Way of Thurston County’s Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. Jack
understands the value of recording his service hours, so that they may be reported on
both the state and federal levels, and continues to pursue opportunities to network with
other local volunteers. He is a shining example of a volunteer who is willing to share his
lifetime of experience, in order to make a difference in our community.” Of course,
around FCC-Olympia, we know Jack is awesome! He’s part of one of our favorite teams—
Barb & Jack Reynolds

Our very own Ashley Adams will be performing in
Northwest Pacific’s production of Sleeping Beauty!
You can see the performances May 12—14. You can
get more information and tickets here:
https://balletnorthwest.org/1017-2/

Come and see Ashley as one of Princess Aurora’s friends!

INTERFAITH WORKS
will hold their 2ND annual garden party to celebrate volunteers. This is a wonderful way to
connect with others in our community, who are also committed to working through interfaith works! The event will be the first Saturday in June!
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HAVE YOU HEARD? DID YOU KNOW?

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Our very own music director, Kate Ayers, recently took over
as Executive Director of Gwinwood Camp! In fact, there’s a
whole new team at Gwinwood! Already, guests and visitors
are seeing some great changes. The property is in terrific
hands, with Kate, hospitality manager, Rebecca Rogers, and
maintenance manager, William Prather.

Spring Fun Fair! The Lacey Spring Fun
Fair will be the first weekend in May!
It’s a great family event with food,
games, displays, and music!
The Fun Fair is held each year at Saint
Martin’s University. As usual, it’s sponsored by the City of Lacey and the
Lacey Parks & Recreation Dept. FREE!
Fun for the whole family!

MAY 6TH & 7TH

Want to know more? Here’s the link: http://laceyspringfunfair.com/

We’ll get a chance to see it soon, for our annual meeting and
picnic on June 11th (see page 5, for more information).
In the meantime, look for opportunities to check out how great Gwinwood is looking soon!

WE HAVE A STAR!
Another one of our incredibly talented
and gifted group will be in Godspell at the
Evergreen Playhouse in Centralia! James
Alviar, will be appearing in their production of Godspell from May 5—21ST. You
can get more information on their site:
http://www.evergreenplayhouse.com/

UPDATE ON GARY AND MARY ONLEY-LOYD
“Gary and I just returned a week ago from a volunteer mission trip to Sri Lanka. I taught
English to children, teens and young adults and pastors. Gary helped by evaluating the
repairs needed to the buildings and helped teach. I preached in seven local churches of
our partner church: Church of the American Ceylon Mission. They were our hosts along
with Christian Theological Seminary in Chunnakum, Sri Lanka. We were volunteers
through our Global Ministries Board. We worked with the Tamil people in the far north of
Sri Lanka as they are recovering from a devastating civil war.
After those 10 weeks we toured Sri Lanka some and then also visited Vietnam.
We left Jan 2 and returned a week ago. May 14 we will share pictures and our story at All
Pilgrims Christian Church in Seattle, our home congregation.”
Peace & Joy,
Mary
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Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
MARCH 2017
Fiscal Year
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

The Disciples Women’s Ministries group will share

AP R IL:

a brown bag lunch on Wednesday, May 3 RD at

D e bb ie A rne y

11:30. Dessert will be provided by our hostess, Deb

E lle n C ho l sk i

Dick. Joanne Goodwin will lead us in our continued

R ac he l Cr um

study, “Biblical Hospitality”.

JE B T h or nt on

All women of the church are invited to the DWM
meetings and All are welcome!

& al l wh o h e l pe d
M ak e E a st e r B re a kf a st

March 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Budget Expenses
Over
(Under)

July 2016 - March 2017

$8,205.52
3,315.88

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses

(15,554.08)
($4,032.68)

Mission - Interfaith Shelter
- Other Outreach

Over (Under)

$87,043.82
24,137.80
12,791.59
(138,666.68)
($14,693.47)

$135.00
$418.00

Awe so me !
Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $4.397.49

—Edrie Harrington
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of
360-438-5018

Schedule for Fellowship
in May:
MAY 7: LEAH WILSON
MAY 14: LIZBETH MARTINMAHAR
May 21: BRENDA HATCHER
MAY 28: SI SARTON

$55,151.54. At the end of March 2017 there is a deficit of $14,693.47. Actual
expenses are at 71.15% of the total annual budget or 3.85% under budget. Revenue
is at 88.15% of the estimated annual income. 98.75% needed to cover the current
deficit.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

$91,999.65
$666.87
$7,107.55

$10,000 donation from Out of the Woods dissolution.
$3,466.29 used for new furnace for Sacred Space
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