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NEW BOARD MEMBERS
As of July 1st, we have new board members! Do you
know your board? Not sure? Not to worry! We’ve got you
covered! Here’s the board for the 2017-2018 year:

YAKAMA
Christian
Mission

MISSION OF THE MONTH—JULY
YAKAMA CHRISTIAN MISSION

FCC IN JULY





Although the property of both the Mission and the Log Church has been sold, the Mission
continues to work with the people of White Swan and with the wider church to encourage
conversations around anti-racism and justice issues. They also still host summer work
groups and have several groups already scheduled for summer.

MEET THE BOARD!
TAKE FLIGHT w/PASTOR
AMY -pg. 15
DIRECTORY UPDATES!
COMMUNITY EVENTS!

Rachel Crum Mindy Chambers Karen Ferguson

Co-Moderators

Vice Moderator

Word

JEB Thornton

Jenny Heddin

Property

LOFT
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Debbie Arney

Brianna Kramer

Mia LaCroix

Worship Co-Coordinators

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

FRIENDS,
Living the in-between. As I sit here writing to you my packed suit case sits
on the floor in front of me. I've been thinking about and preparing for my trip for months
now. Traveling to Indianapolis to be a part of our General Assembly. Reuniting with
friends, colleagues and family. Anticipating the joy of reunion, the celebration of our
ministries, the deep healing breath of home. Finally the day of departure has arrived
and I'm staring at my suitcase stunned at how suddenly it appeared and how after all this
time waiting I now feel like there are a hundred little last minute things I need to do. How
can so much time come down to so little?
Life is about what we do with the in-between time. All that time between big events. It
is easy to become so focused on the next "thing" - a vacation, a promotion, moving,
visiting family, having family visit, graduation, starting school, a new project, or just
waiting for something to happen - that we forget to live the in-between. We begin living
for that next big thing rather than living in the moment. Enjoying each moment, giving
thanks for each day, relishing the current time. It works in reverse as well. We can
become so focused on the past and all the nostalgia, the loss, the love, the would
have, could have, should haves...that we can miss the time we have now.
So, right now I'm focusing on this moment, this time and this place. I'm taking a deep
healing breath of the present. I'm gonna drink in the abundance of the present. I give
thanks for you, for the church, for the mission and ministry we do together as we walk
our faith out loud. And, I'm inviting each one of you to meet me here in the in-between.
Grateful for the present, looking forward to sharing FCC Oly's story with the whole
Church in Indianapolis! See you when I get back.
Peace,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting
will be Thursday, July 27TH at
noon. We will be discussing
and sharing Into the Beautiful
Woods by Luis Alberto Urrea.

Home Ministry

For more information about the
book club, please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-301-4287

The board will not have a meeting in July.
Instead, the board will have retreat on Saturday,
July 29th at Gwinwood!

1-Jul
8-Jul
13-Jul
13-Jul
15-Jul
16-Jul
19-Jul
24-Jul
27-Jul
31-Jul

Jim Dick
Gene Dolan
Kate Ayers
Pat Gallaher
Rhian Mathis
Dean Gregorius
Patricia Rice
Joyce Smith
Rayanna Downing
Amy La Croix

Do you know how it feels to be homebound or shut in? I had a very
slight taste of it when I had my double knee replacement. Fortunately for me it was
temporary and of a short duration. We have several members of our church family that
are confined for long periods of time or permanently. If you would like to be a part of
First Christian Church Ministry to the Homebound we would love to include you. If you
have questions or are unsure about what that entails we would love to talk with
you. Our goal is to develop several teams to deliver communion and friendship to our
brothers and sisters who are unable to attend worship services. I believe this is an important aspect of our faith. Please think about being a "lifeline" ! Just a
thought......Debbie

Questions? Planning to attend? Please contact
Rachel Crum: 360-515-6483.

DIRECTORY TIME!
Annual Shelter BBQ!
The IW Shelter Annual BBQ will be Saturday, July
29th! The parking lot will be full with celebrations
as people show their appreciation for the safe
space! Donations of food (store bought, or homemade) are welcome! Not sure what they can use?
Contact Meg: meg@iwshelter. org
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8-Jul David & Sharron Lindsey
27-Jul Val Karjala & Danita Ross
31-Jul Robert & Dorothy Smith

It’s that time again! We’ll be publishing our new directory later this month! Do you
have a new address? Phone #? Email? Wish your picture was a little better? Or, are
you not sure you’re listed in the directory at all? —please check with Mary to make
sure we get you listed! New directories are scheduled to be printed and emailed in
June.
Also! Don’t forget—if you got a new pet, we’ll want to update the directory for that,
too!
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Prayers of the People
We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
Worship Preparation
Sunday, July 2:
Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 13
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
Sunday, July 9:
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17 or
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 24 - 27

July 24 - 29

www.disciplesnw.org
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Sunday, July 16:
Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Sunday, July 23:
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Sunday, July 30:
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13-31-33, 44-52



Congregational participation in Pride
observance



For Ellen’s former student being selected as
Pride queen.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:









Ruth for healing from fall
For Brianna, who will have tests on her
heart
Sergio, for well-being and safety
Sailors and families of the USS Fitzgerald
Peace in our world
For those who were affected by attack in
London
For Karen’s friend, Rachel, who was recently
diagnosed with a brain tumor.
Family of the child in Lacey who died in a fall
from upstairs window.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

GUEST SPEAKERS IN JULY—

JULY

Elders
July 2— Rachel Crum
July 9 — Brenda Hatcher
July 16 — Brenda Hatcher
July 23 — Brenda Hatcher
July 30— Ellen Cholski

Home bound Communion: Ellen Cholski

While Pastor Amy is on vacation, we’re going to have some wonderful
guest speakers!
Beginning with July 2ND, Reverend Carol Rawlings.
Carol’s message is: Living the Life.

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
July 2 — Ken Hall
July 9 — Jenny Heddin
July 16 — Mindy Chambers
July 23 — Katherine Ely
July 30 —

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
July 2: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
July 9: Mindy Chambers
July 16: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
July 23: Helena Wilson
July 30:

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar

Team 4—
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
July 2— Helena Wilson & Shirley
Reeves
July 9— Karen Ferguson
July 16— Dean & Judy Gregorius
July 23— Dean Gregorious & Ken Hall
July 30— Val Karjala & Danita Ross

July 9TH our very own Chaplain Wade Shepard will
share!
And July 16TH our own Seminary student, Karen
Ferguson will get a chance to bring us the message.
Rev. Carol Rawlings

Join us each week and you’ll get to hear from these
wonderful speakers!
Then, on Sunday, July 23RD, Pastor Amy returns!
She’ll be fresh from vacation and the General
Assembly with lots to share!

Karen Ferguson,
Seminary student

OFFICE
CLOSED
Tuesday, July 4th, the church
office will be closed in honor of
Independence Day.

Friday Closures
The church office will be closed on Fridays during
the summer. Mary will be happy to answer the
phone and your emails, Monday—Thursday, 8am5pm.
Enjoy your summer!

The office will re-open Wednesday,
July 5th at 8:00 am.
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Ch. Wade Shepard
with his lovely wife,
Trish
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FCC-OLY PRIDE

Race in Film Series: “I Am Not Your Negro”

Thank You to all who were able to participate in Pride this year! We had home-made
posters (with lots of glitter!), our banner and a great turnout! We also had really great
decorations at our booth, thanks to the hard work of Jenny Heddin, Mindy Chambers, Rachel Crum, Karen Ferguson, and of course, Mia and Amy LaCroix!

July 20th 6:30—9:00 PM

We gave out rainbow twist candies, FCC-OLY bracelets and temporary tattoos! We also
had folks who wanted our ONLY LOVE FCC OLY T-shirts! Pastor Amy was walking back to
our booth and was thrilled to see a group of teens playing volleyball wearing our shirts!
This was a really great day! Kate Ayers worked some other area faith communities, and
we had music prepared to sing while we marched in the parade. Many were some of the
same songs Kate put in our FCC-OLY Pride Songbook!
If you didn’t get a chance to see the parade, here’s a link: https://youtu.be/
QdKzGw4h2Tk?t=8m54s
It’s also up on our website, and in our Twitter® feed!

DISCIPLE WOMEN'S MINISTRIES
The Disciple Women's Ministry (DWM) have used Blessing Boxes for several years.
So what is a Blessing Box? It's a tool to help us focus each day on how God is blessing us.
It provides a way to express thanks for small or large blessings. It’s a small, square box to
donate your money to bless other. During the month of June the money is collected and
sent to the Disciple Home Missions.

“I Am Not Your Negro” is the 2016 documentary directed by Raoul Peck, based on James
Baldwin’s unfinished manuscript Remember This House which was to be a revolutionary,
personal account of the lives and assassinations of three of his close friends: Medgar
Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. At the time of Baldwin’s death in 1987, he
left behind only 30 completed pages of this manuscript.
The Race in Film Series chronicles the full sweep of African American history, from
the origins of slavery on the African continent right up to today—when America has a
black president, yet remains a nation deeply divided by race. Films will include “Birth
of a Nation,” Straight Outta Compton,” “13” “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner,” and
others.
3rd Thursday of every month
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Location: OUUC Sanctuary
2315 Division St. NE; Olympia, WA 98502
Movie screening followed by discussion, free, and
open to all.
Refreshments will be served.
Sponsors:
The Black Alliance of Thurston County
Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation
The United Churches of Olympia

Blessing boxes can be used by any one - not just DWM attenders. If you would like to have a Blessing Box and participate in
the Blessing Box Ministry call Edrie Harrington- president (4385018) or Joanne Goodwin - treasurer (491-0902) and we'll make
sure that you get a Blessing Box. It's a visible way of thinking of
the many blessing that each of us have and a way helping those
who need assistance.
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Wanted: Bread Machine

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Look Who’s Famous!

Our very own Ellen
Cholski is famous! Her
work was selected for
the SW Washington
Juried Exhibition July 3
– Aug. 24!
Stop by and see her
art! We all wish Ellen
the best!
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Remember back in the ‘90s when your great ambition was to bake bread
for the family with your own fair hands? Did you go out and buy one of
those snazzy bread machines? Did that ambition last about a month? Or
maybe you had a bread machine on your wedding gift registry and then
you got two or three? Is that snazzy bread machine taking up space on
your counter and making you feel guilty because you haven’t touched it
for well over a year? Or maybe it is hiding on the highest shelf in the
cupboard or at the back of the pantry behind the extra rolls of paper towels taking up
space.
Have I got a deal for you! Free up that space, let go of your guilt and donate your bread
machine to First Christian Church. We promise to produce fresh bread every week for
communion. What could be more welcoming and hospitable than the scent of warm bread
wafting through the sanctuary? We only need one bread machine, and a quick baker might
be nicer than a slow one unless it has a good timer. This is a first come, first relieved
opportunity. So, call the church office now!

TUESDAYS AT THE PARK!
Love to take your dog for walks?
When? Every Tuesday evening, starting the third Tuesday in June, 6/20/17
Time? 7:15 pm
Where? Capitol Lake Park, by restrooms
Why? Give yourself and your dog an opportunity for exercise, as well as creating
companionship and conversation with other doggie parents!
Don’t have a dog? Join us anyway!! Walking is more fun when you are surrounded by
people and pets!!
Who? To contact for questions? Val Karjala 360-402 8811 or email karjalav@yahoo.com
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Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
MAY 2017
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

The Disciples Women’s Ministries group will not be
meeting in July. Instead, the DWM will hold their
summer picnic at Joanne Goodwin’s new home on
July 19 TH at noon. We will enjoy a salad potluck. All
women of the church are welcome! Joanne’s new
address is:

Fiscal Year
July 2016 May 2017

May 2017

June :
R ac he l Cr um

Monthly Giving
Other Income

$8,330.00
3,153.80

Kat he r in e & P at E ly
E dr ie H a rr in gt on

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution

$103,243.82
30,000.10
12,791.59

Budget Expenses

(16,424.11)

Budget Expenses

(173,228.85)

Over (Under)

($4,940.31)

Over (Under)

($27,193.34)

Je nn y He dd in

5409 Shincke Rd. NE
Olympia, WA 98506-9632
Not sure where the heck Shincke Rd is? No worries! Just
give Mary a call or email in the office, and she’ll get you a
map from your doorstep to Joanne’s! I know! It just
doesn’t get any more convenient!
There will be no meeting in August. We’ll resume
our usual schedule in September.

Mission - Assistance Fund
- Other Outreach

Schedule for Fellowship
in July:
JULY 2: HELENA WILSON &
SHIRLEY REEVES
JULY 9: KAREN FERGUSON
JULY 16: J UDY & D EAN
G REGORIUS
JULY 23: KEN HALL & DEAN
GREGORIOUS

—Edrie Harrington

JULY 30: VAL KARJALA &
DANITA ROSS

360-438-5018
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$350.00
$92.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $5,755.39
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of
$55,151.54. At the end of May 2017 there is a deficit of $27,193.34. Actual
expenses are at 88.48% of the total annual budget or 3.19% under budget. Revenue
is at 103.84% of the estimated annual income. 119.54% needed to cover the current
deficit.
Savings balance
$70,666.66
Building Repair Savings
$716.87
Memorial Fund
$139.22
$10,000 donation from Out of the Woods dissolution.
$3,466.29 used for new furnace for Sacred Space
$4,368.33 used for roof repair
$2,165.38 used for sewer repair
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