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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Living Our Faith!
Join Pastor Amy Thursday Aug. 10th at 6:00p.m
in Koinonia Hall for Sloppy Joe's and a viewing
of the Rev. William Barber II’s sermon at the
General Assembly.
Bring a side dish to share if you are able!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—AUGUST
Donations to the Thurston County Food Bank keep our doors open and
our shelves full. One of the most common questions we hear is, “Would you
rather have money or food?” The answer is – BOTH! Monetary donations
to the Food Bank allow us to stretch your dollar by purchasing at food
bank-only bulk rates that are much lower than the retail prices.

FCC IN AUGUST





SPECIAL EVENTS– AUG.
10TH & 20TH
DIRECTORY UPDATES!
TAKE FLIGHT w/PASTOR
AMY -pg. 15
COMMUNITY EVENTS!
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Give a quick call or email the office—360-943-8025,
churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org if you can
make it so we can plan better! This is a great time to
invite others to hear a wonderful speaker and share
some great fellowship!

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
What does it mean to walk in the Way...to live fully not only as a person of
faith, but as a person who walks in the way of Jesus in this time and in the context of this
world we live in? A time when everything we hold dear, everything we value seems to be
under threat...civil rights, equality, inclusion, basic health care, the environment.
Jesus ministry was to the most vulnerable. His message clear...the poor, the marginalized,
the widows and the children should always be our priority. Making sure that we live in
ways that do not create inequality, but also living with our eyes and ears and hearts open
to identifying, and caring for those who are oppressed and working to change the systems
that oppress. In other words we don't get to sit on the sidelines and shake our heads at
how some people are abusing power, mistreating, causing harm while saying to
ourselves, "we would never do that" Jesus calls us out of our seats and up on our
feet. He demands that we use our voices and our own bodies and resources to speak out
against, and stand up to powers of abuse in our world. He also calls us to act and to
respond in compassion and to love not only the oppressed, but also to the oppressors.
We are being called on as a congregation to join with the Interfaith community in offering
support for refugees. We are being asked to show support in the ongoing struggle to
create suitable shelter and affordable housing for the homeless living in Olympia. We
are being challenged to respond to the pain of our transgendered sisters and brothers as
they feel targeted by the president's latest tweets. Our neighbors are frightened and
feel especially vulnerable. We must respond. We must rise in love. We must not
leave anyone out on their own even if it means risking vulnerability ourselves. We are
called to live actively in the way of Jesus. Are we ready?
In the next many weeks we will be sharing opportunities for the congregation to be
involved - ways you can help make a difference. God needs our voices, our hands and
our feet to carry out the work of bringing the kingdom of heaven here and now. People of
faith let's respond with a resounding, "here we are Lord, use us!!"
Blessings,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting
will be the annual salad potluck!
We will meet at noon on Thurs.,
Aug. 24TH at the home of Arlene
Carstenson: 5826 Prospector Pl.
SW Tumwater. We’re reading
Dancing at the Rascal Fair, by
Ivan Doig.
Directions: Trosper Rd SW>left
(east)>Kirsop Rd. SW>left
(south)>Miner Dr. SW>left>Gold Rush Dr.
SW>Prospector Place.

1-Aug

Joanne Goodwin

14-Aug

Dale Curfman

21-Aug

Sam Shepard

22-Aug

Pat Ely

25-Aug

Val Ayers

25-Aug

Robert Smith

For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

Yes, I will miss be missing the big event. I will be at work and will notice the 90% of darkness shortly after 10:15. I won’t have any special eclipse glasses to stare at the sun
(there are trees anyway). It is all because I didn’t make a plan. I do make plans for other
things. I am planning a trip to NYC with my sister in November. I make plans to attend
events around here. I help make plans for Church. Do you think God makes plans for us?
How detailed do you think the plans are? How much do your decisions affect God’s
plan? I think God’s plan is for us to love one another and look out for each other and to
take us in when our time comes. It is a nice plan with lots of room for spontaneous or
serendipitous events to occur. We just have to live our life and work God’s plan.

Disciples Women’s Ministries (DWM)
The Disciples Women’s
Ministries group will not
be meeting in August.
We’ll resume our usual
schedule in September;
meeting Wednesday, September 6TH at 11:30 in
Koinonia Hall.

There is an earthly wonder happening across the USA on August 21, but I am going to
miss it. There will be a total solar eclipse that starts in Depoe Bay, Oregon at 10:15 am
PDT and will squirt out of South Carolina about 2:50 pm EDT. It is a big deal for those
two minutes when you will be able to see the stars in the daytime, look directly at the
sun and see the corona, and notice all the birds go silent. Many people feel a spiritual
experience during a full solar eclipse. It is probably a throwback to our ancestors who
saw everything in nature as a sign or portent. Of course, before and after those two
minutes will be the massive traffic jams and associated whining that will go with it. The
most scientifically geeky amongst us made their plans to see the solar eclipse two years
ago. Other people will just decide to drive into that narrow total eclipse zone and hope
to find a place to stop for two minutes.

3-Aug Barbara & Jack Reynolds
4-Aug Frank & Joanne Goodwin

—Rachel

15-Aug Dick & Karen Nye
17-Aug Gene & Janet Dolan

Questions? Would you like
to learn more? Contact
Edrie!

26-Aug James & Kathleen Alviar
26-Aug Dean & Judy Gregorius

—Edrie Harrington
360-438-5018
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Prayers of the People
We pray for these new prayer concerns:

CIELO Potluck/Fundraiser
Sunday, August 20, 2-4 p.m. [bring favorite dish or
sweet!] Roasted chicken will be provided. Latino music.

We give thanks:
Worship Preparation

Co-sponsored by Interfaith Works, Holy Wisdom Inclusive Catholic Community,
St. Benedict Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Olympia
Universalist Unitarian Church, and other faith communities.

Sunday, August 6:
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 27:2-7, 15
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

Families in the South Sound are at risk of deportation, and this risk could soon
intensify. CIELO has, through education helped individuals and their loved ones
to know their rights. It is up to us to help with the funding of programs which
protect our most vulnerable sisters and brothers and their families. Charo
Portaro will say a few words at the potluck/fundraiser.

Sunday, August 13:
Genesis 37:1-4. 12-28
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22,45b
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1601 North St. SE

We invite you to donate to CIELO during the August 20 potluck event or on
line (https://cielocommunity.org/donate-now2/) Please make donation
checks out to CIELO, marked Aug. 20 Fundraiser.
THANK YOU!

Sunday, August 20:
Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28
Sunday, August 27:
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12:1-6
Matthew 16:13-20
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Joy that John and Catherine are visiting
Dean and Judy



Dorothy gives thanks that grandchildren are
attending camp at Gwinwood



Karen F. gives thanks for opportunity to
care for grandchildren



Brenda gives thanks that her son, Ian, will
be coming soon for an extended visit



That Marilyn Gilman, who is traveling in Nepal, was able to reach Clark by phone.



That Amy and Mia have sold their house
and are moving to Tumwater.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:


From JEB…for David’s mom



For the people who were found in San Antonio
that were victims of human trafficking. Prayers
that human trafficking come to an end.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

AUGUST

Elders
August 6— Judy Gregorius
August 13 — Judy Gregorius
August 20 — Ellen Cholski
August 27 — Val Karjala

Home bound Communion: Ellen Cholski

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
August 6 — Ken Hall
August 13 — Jenny Heddin
August 20 — Mindy Chambers
August 27 — Katherine Ely

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Vern Lacewell
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
August 6: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
August 13: Mindy Chambers
August 20: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
August 27: Helena Wilson

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Coffee Hour:
August 6— Danita Ross & Val Karjala
August 13—Ellen Cholski
August 20—Leah Wilson
August 27—Judy Bushell & Mia
LaCroix

Team 4—
Katherine Ely
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

There are many ways to serve
The church building and grounds could use a little TLC. Pat and Don (when he
was here) do a great job maintaining the church, yet there is
always more that could be done. Are you interested in sprucing
up the building? If so, please email me at jebstir@hotmail.com We
will work out a weekend day to meet and go from there. JEB

ELDER’S MEETING
Got Bricks? Want Bricks?

Sunday, Aug. 13 TH shortly after the service, the
elders will meet in the
library. If you have any
questions, please conWe have quite a few grey color,
tact Val Karjala (360-402-8811) or Brenda Hatcher
bricks at the church. JEB has heard (360-915-9008).
there are folks interested in
Friday Closures
getting them. Please contact him
with info on your means of pick-up The church office will be closed on Fridays during
and transportation, as this will be the summer. Mary will be happy to answer the
key to moving them:
phone and your emails, Monday—Thursday, 8am5pm.
jebstir@hotmail.com.
Enjoy your summer!
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Race in Film Series
Black Alliance of Thurston County, Olympia
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, The
United Churches of Olympia present a viewing
and discussion of “Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner” on Thurs., Aug. 17 th at 6:30pm.
This series chronicles the full sweep of African
American history, from the origins of slavery on
the African continent right up to today—when
America has had a black president, yet remains
a nation deeply divided by race. Films will include
“Birth of a Nation,” Straight Outta Compton,”
“13” “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner,” and
others.
3rd Thursday of every month
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Location: OUUC Sanctuary
2315 Division St. NE; Olympia, WA 98502
Movie screening followed by discussion, free, and
open to all. Refreshments will be served.

American Muslims: History, Culture, and Politics
Join the Tumwater Timberland Library for a talk that explores how
American Muslim identities have shaped and been shaped by
American culture, history, and politics. A story covering four
centuries, international relations professor Turan Kayaoglu's
talk uncovers how American Muslims have been integral to the
American experience. This event is co-sponsored by Humanities
Washington and the Friends of the Tumwater Timberland Library. Tues., Aug. 1ST 5:307:00pm.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Wanted: Bread Machine
Remember back in the ‘90s when your great ambition was to bake bread
for the family with your own fair hands? Did you go out and buy one of
those snazzy bread machines? Did that ambition last about a month? Or
maybe you had a bread machine on your wedding gift registry and then
you got two or three? Is that snazzy bread machine taking up space on
your counter and making you feel guilty because you haven’t touched it
for well over a year? Or maybe it is hiding on the highest shelf in the
cupboard or at the back of the pantry behind the extra rolls of paper towels taking up
space.
Have I got a deal for you! Free up that space, let go of your guilt and donate your bread
machine to First Christian Church. We promise to produce fresh bread every week for
communion. What could be more welcoming and hospitable than the scent of warm bread
wafting through the sanctuary? We only need one bread machine, and a quick baker might
be nicer than a slow one unless it has a good timer. This is a first come, first relieved
opportunity. So, call the church office now!

PLANNING TO ATTEND JIM WALLIS EVENT?

2017 SUMMER CONCERTS AT
SYLVESTER PARK
Aug. 2 – Nate Botsford (American/Country/Rock
*Aug. 4 – Wally & the Beaves/Elvis (Golden Age
of Rock N Roll)
Aug. 9 – David Correa (Latin Guitar World Fusion)
Aug. 16 – Too Many Cooks (Classic Rock)
*Aug. 19 – Air Force Band “The Commanders” (Big Band)
*Concert held at the Port Plaza

Are you planning to attend the Jim Wallis event—”Race, Privilege and the Bridge to a New
America” (facing page)? We planning on organizing transportation so a group of us can
attend together. The event is in Seattle on Saturday, September 16TH at 7pm. If you would
like to attend, or are thinking about it, please contact Mary in the office, and we’ll start
getting a list together!
The tickets are on sale now through http://bpt.me/3002763. More information will be
forthcoming. Please do let us know if you’d like to attend!

Neighbors will be in our backyard! This is a great opportunity to enjoy some good music,
and it’s right down the street! Most concerts are in Legion park—just a block down the
street! All concerts are Wednesdays at 7pm.
10
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NEW DIRECTORIES!

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
JUNE 2017

It’s time! We’ll be updating our church directory!! What’s
that? You don’t have one? Not sure where yours is? Not
to worry!
Your FCC-OLY Directory is the easy way to keep track of
everything from a handy list of board members, to contact info for members of our community, handy with pictures and even hyperlinks? What’s that?!? Has Mary lost
her Vulcan mind? Nope! Hyperlinks are a embedded in
the pdf versions that are emailed out. So, you can literally push a button a quickly email or call the person with
one touch! Of course, it still works to just call or email
them too! You’ll also know when it’s someone’s birthday or anniversary!
What we need from each of you is your current address,
phone number and email. If you’re not sure if you’re
listed in the old directory, please contact Mary to make
sure we get your picture! Also, don’t forget we have a
“Pet Section” in the back! Make sure we have all the
members of your family!
Contact Mary in the office with info: 360-943-8025 or
churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

June 2017

July:
Judy Gre g or iu s
D e an Gr e g o riu s

Monthly Giving
Other Income

$7,635.00
2,448.56

Ke n H all
V al K ar ja l a

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution

$111,089.26
32,448.66
12,791.59

Budget Expenses

(14,667.04)

Budget Expenses

(188,970.96)

Over (Under)

($4,583.48)

Over (Under)

($32,641.45)

Shi rle y Re e ve s
D an it a Ro s s
He le n a W il so n
Mission - Pentecost
- Other Outreach

Schedule for Fellowship
in August:
AUGUST 6: VAL KARJALA &
DANITA ROSS
AUGUST 13: ELLEN CHOLSKI
AUGUST 20: LEAH WILSON
AUGUST 27: JUDY BUSHELL &
MIA LACROIX
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Fiscal Year
July 2016 June 2017

$130.00
$220.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $6,105.39
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contained a deficit of
$55,151.54. At the end of June 2017 the deficit was $32,641.45. Actual
expenses were 96.52%% of the total annual budget or 3.48% under budget. Revenue
was 111.15% of the estimated annual income. 128.42% was needed to cover the deficit.

Savings balance
$59,660.50
Building Repair Savings
$742.13
Memorial Fund
$140.06
$10,000 donation from Out of the Woods dissolution.
$3,466.29 used for new furnace for Sacred Space
$4,368.33 used for roof repair
$2,165.38 used for sewer repair
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