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FCC IN MARCH

MISSION OF THE MONTH—MARCH
INTERFAITH SHELTER
Our Mission of the Month is to collect donations for the Interfaith
Shelter that resides in our building. Needed items include:
First aid supplies, over-the-counter pain killers and other common
medications, hygiene supplies, cleaning and bathroom supplies,
coffee, creamer and sweetener, cocoa, cup-a-soup and cereal Items may be left in the
office during the week, or brought directly to the shelter, Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday from 4-6pm.
Looking for more ways to contribute? They have a wish list of donations, as well as
information about volunteering at the shelter on their website: http://www.iwshelter.org/
You can also learn more about shelter guests and share the information with friends, family,
and co-workers.



PREPARING FOR LENT



LENT DEVOTIONALS HERE



SANCTUARY STATEMENT



OPENINGS ON THE BOARD
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Open Minds

Capital Christian
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Friends,
Over the past 6 years I have been in many discussions about the cross that hangs in our
sanctuary-receiving and answering a great deal of questions and comments about the
theology of the cross from visitors and guests, new congregants, Regional colleagues
in ministry, and Several worship committees. The question is the same, "why do we
have a cross with North America at the center as the focal point in our sanctuary? "
An architectural firm was commissioned to create the cross by a congregational decorating
committee sometime in the late '70's, early '80's. Great care was taken in the design and
implementation. According to the architectural firm's proposal the design was meant to,
"show our home planet in space, illuminated by the light of the sun (son).
A subtle image of the descending dove (The Holy Spirit) permeates
the background, showing that God is not above in space, or "the heavens",
but is all around us and he is available to all who can see or feel the presence."

In theory this sounds okay, however, having the image of North America (or any other
country for that matter) at the center of the cross sends a message that I do not believe is
consistent with who we claim to be. We claim a theology that holds each and every
person as a child of God. As stated in our Vision/mission statement:
"we profess the worth and dignity of every person and recognize each
one as created in the image of God. We differ in race, age, cultural background,
ability, sexual orientation, physical condition, gender identity, family structure,
and life circumstances. Together we are on a spiritual journey as followers
of the teachings of Jesus and his living example to do justice,
love goodness, and walk humbly and thoughtfully with God.
As we strive to reflect God’s inclusive unconditional love"

For many people, the image of North America at the center of the cross is exclusive and
uninviting. It sends a message that we believe we are the center of the world. That our
way of life is more valuable than other ways, other people. I do not believe this is who we
really are and I believe it is time for us to seriously consider removing the cross and replacing it with another. A sub-committee of the board has been working on ideas for how
to make that change. We are excited about a possibility that has come into light. And we
are ready to share our excitement with you.
(cont. page 3)
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Methuselah - the 700 year old Douglas Fir tree at Gwinwood - had to be felled in November.
It was heartbreaking for the camp and the generations of people who held her near and
dear. I was honored to be able to lead our annual board in a blessing and thanksgiving ceremony honoring the memories and life Methuselah provided. Gwinwood's board of trustees (I serve as Vice President) has been working on plans to give Methuselah new life by
utilizing her wood in meaningful ways. New signs for the camp are being designed.
Congregations are being invited to consider how they might make meaningful use of
Methuselah's wood.
We would like to have a new cross - designed and created by a local artist - made from a
part of Methuselah that would replace the current cross . We are excited about the
historical connection with Gwinwood, and with the beauty of thought giving a new
life to Methuselah within the context of our worship - a theology of resurrection.

Walk. Give. Change the world.
Hello, there! Don’t you just long for spring to come and warm up the days? Can you think
anything more pleasant than a walk around a lake on a lovely spring afternoon? Well, you
have the opportunity to do just that and walk for a good cause. The 37th annual Thurston
County CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, May 7.
This fund-raiser is held to raise money for local, national and global hunger relief. The
best part is that one quarter of the money stays right here in Thurston County and is distributed to various groups active in hunger relief in our community.
We are looking for walkers, donators, and a head recruiter for the First Christian Church
team. Are you excited to join in? Please contact Rachel Crum if you are interested in
volunteering as a recruiter.
We have registered our team and have our own url to share with folks who want to walk
or donate: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/olympiawa/fccoly
You can learn more about the CROP Hunger Walk and share this video here.

Although I along with the sub-committee are very excited about this idea we do not want
to act without the congregation's input. We want to know what you think. Tell us if and
how the current cross holds meaning for you. Are you comfortable with removing the
cross and replacing it with a cross created from the wood of Methuselah? Are there
elements of the cross that you would like to see us maintain i.e. illumination ?
Should we go forward with the Methuselah cross it will take at least a year. The wood has
to be dried and kilned. An artist has to be secured and have time to draw designs. In the
interim we plan to remove the image of North America from the center of the current
cross. March 5 is the first Sunday in Lent. The baptistery and cross will be covered, as is
our Lenten tradition. During this period work will be done on the current cross to remove
the image of North America so that when we unveil it for Easter morning our focal point
will be on a empty cross and we can truly celebrate resurrection.
Please let me know your thoughts, comments, ideas. You can also speak with members of
the sub-committee: Karen Ferguson, Rachel Crum, Jenny Heddin, Kathleen Alviar, Kate
Ayers, Jeb Thornton.
I am always available through email: pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org, feel free to call
me on my cell: 360-515-6534 or at home: 360-264-2178 or the office: 360-943-8025 you
can send me a Facebook message, you can text me, I answer snapchats, Instagram, and
twitter. I want to hear from you. Please don't keep your comments to yourself.
Peace,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY

I love to dance as some of you know. I was at a dance festival recently. There
are always more women wanting to dance than men. I think it has been that way since

Our next book club meeting will be
Thursday, March 23 RD at noon. We will be
reading Unbroken, by Laura Hillenbrand. Our
discussion will be led by Arlene
Carstenson.

time began. It is very hard to just sit and watch when there is great dance music
playing. I decided to learn to lead. I took some classes as a leader. After following
for many years, leading is very different. The footwork is opposite and you have to
think ahead rather than follow a subtle ( sometimes too subtle) lead. It was totally

For more information about the
book club, please contact Jan
Carlson, 253-301-4287

7-Mar

Ruth Boschker

16-Mar Barb Reynolds
17-Mar John Wilson

disconcerting. I imagine it was like the disciples sitting on that hill listening to

26-Mar Melissa Layer

Christ telling them where they were headed. They were listening to what their

30-Mar Ellen Cholski

future entailed if they followed Christ. (I imagine his leads were not subtle
though!) They were looking forward to a life that was totally different from anything
they had experienced. I guess everybody needs a shakeup now and then. I am still
trying to learn to lead, but I will keep on dancing and so should you....even if it is
by yourself and to your own music! And keep on being a disciple no matter where
it leads you!

There will be a board meeting at 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, March 8TH in the library.
If you have any questions, please contact
Rachel Crum, 360-459-2601 or email:
recrum57@gmail.com

Just a thought,
Debbie

H AVE
There will be an elders’ meeting at after service
on Sunday, March 12TH.
If you have any questions about the meeting,
please contact Si Sarton, 360-259-5463 or email:
sssarton@aol.com
4
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SOMETHING TO

CELEBRATE THAT’S NOT A BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY?

PLEASE LET MARY KNOW, AND
WE ’ LL ADD IT IN THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER !

Prayers of the People
We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We give thanks:
Worship Preparation
Sunday, March 5:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday, March 12:
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17 or
Matthew 17:1-9
Sunday, March 19:
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
Sunday, March 26:
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41



That Frank and Joanne Goodwin were at
worship.



That Shannon’s friend, Kim, is here from
Alabama.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:


For Rachel’s brother in law, Bob Strotheide
who is on Hospice and also for his family.



For Mindy’s husband, Paul



Those suffering from poverty



Those suffering from fear and homelessness
here and throughout the world.



For refugees and immigrants



Those seeking sanctuary.



Leaders—that peace will prevail



For refugees who are crossing into Canada



Four our republic and our country



For Deb’s sister, Pam, and her family who
live in California where heavy rains and
flooding are occurring

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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LENT
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1 ST. We will begin
the season with an Ash Wednesday service at 7pm. We will
be joined by our friends from Emmaus Catholic Community,
The United Churches, and Westminster Presbyterian. If someone is interested in coordinating a pancake supper before the
Ash Wednesday service, please contact Mary in the office.
Then, beginning Wednesday, March 8 TH we will meet each
week in Sacred Space for a Lenten soup and bread luncheon
at 11:30 am. We will share a meal and a time of study and
prayer. There’s a sign-up sheet for soup and bread. To ensure
most people can participate, we’re asking for the soup not to
be canned and that it’s as low-sodium as possible.
Lent devotionals are here! I This year’s Lenten Devotionals,
Diving Lessons, are available. You can pick up your copy in the
foyer before church Sunday, February 26TH or stop by the office any
Mary will happily give you one! Once again, this year’s devotional
is written by the StillSpeaking Writers Group from UCC.

Don’t Forget—Spring Forward!
Sunday, March 12th it’s time for daylight savings again!
Don’t forget to set your watches and clocks ahead one
hour on Saturday night—or you could wake up and do it
at 2:00 am on Sunday!
If you get to church on Sunday morning and notice no
one is here yet except Pastor Amy and Kate, check your
watch!

5

Called to Serve in...

Friends,
I want to share with you the Sanctuary statement drafted by myself and fellow Interfaith
colleagues. We will be publishing this statement this week. We are also planning a vigil
next Thursday. I will send details as they develop.
I am also including the Disciple's Home Mission and Refugee & Immigration Ministries response to Executive Orders against Refugees & Immigrants that was released on Tuesday
of this week.
As you must know, raids on undocumented and documented immigrants have ramped up
since President Trump's orders. There have been a growing number of churches throughout the nation who are stepping up to invoke their historical rights to provide sanctuary.
I am proud to be a part of a denomination that has issued strong statements of support
for providing sanctuary. I am also proud to be a part of an interfaith clergy group who are
willing to stand together for justice.
My faith compels me to speak and act when injustice is happening...especially injustice
toward the most vulnerable and most marginalized. After all Jesus was a refugee, and an
immigrant.

Mar. 5 —
Mar. 12 —
Mar. 19 —
Mar. 26 —

Peace

Elders
Si Sarton
Val Karjala
Pat Ely
Karen Ferguson

Taking Communion to Home Bound
Judy Gregorius
Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Mar. 5 — Ken Hall
Mar. 12— Jenny Heddin
Mar. 19 — Katherine Ely & Mindy
Chambers
Mar. 26 — Lylburn Layer

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
Mar. 5: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Mar. 12: Mindy Chambers
Mar. 19: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
Mar. 26: Helena Wilson

I hope that you will join with me and my colleagues and their communities of faith as we
stand together in this time of injustice. May we be a sign of hope and a place of peace and
safety in the midst of great turmoil and fear.
Isaiah 9:2 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
2 [a] The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

MARCH

Team 3—
Katherine Ely
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Team 4—
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
5 — Karen Ferguson
12 — Dean Gregorius and
Ken Hall
19— Lylburn & Melissa Layer
26 — Val Karjala & Danita
Ross

Amy

6
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HONORING RELIGIOUS SANCTUARY
At this time in our nation’s history, each of us is called to affirm our profound commitment to the fundamental principles of justice, equity and compassion, to truth and core values of American society.
In the face of looming threats to immigrants, Muslims and people of color, and the rise of hate
speech, harassment and hate crimes, we as religious leaders affirm our belief in the inherent worth
and dignity of every person, and declare opposition to any and all unjust government actions to round
up and deport individuals in this country.
As people of conscience, we declare our commitment to translate our values into action by recognizing the right of religious communities to offer sanctuary and to stand with the most vulnerable among
us. In the wake of the 2016 presidential election, sanctuary is one way for faith communities to resist
the divisive and racially charged immigration policies the current administration seeks to enact.
A Short History of Sanctuary
A Sanctuary congregation is one willing to physically shelter an immigrant in danger of immediate
deportation, and embodies that faith community’s commitment to justice by providing safe space to
those who are victims of unjust laws. Sanctuary is grounded in core religious truths that celebrate
diversity, advocate racial justice, honor the dignity of each person, and help create the world we envision.

Imagine this:
Worship that lifts your soul.
Stories that touch your heart.
Educational resources to assist your congregation in ministry.
Conversations that stretch your mind.
Messages that call you to action.
Connections that remind you that God’s family is bigger than a local congregation.
All this and more in five short days!
General Assembly will be July 8-12, 2017 in Indianapolis, Indiana. For more information,
and registration information, see the disciples site: http://ga.disciples.org/
You’ll find more information, including about housing options and rates. Interested?
Others will be going to—so you can make new friends there while you deepen some
friendships from right here! Early registration ends April 1 ST.

Sanctuary was recognized both in Roman law and in medieval canon law. English common law provided for sanctuaries as places of refuge for accused criminals in order to provide a due process for
determining guilt or to enable the accused to leave the country in safety. The churches served as
such a sanctuary. The tradition of sanctuary was appropriated in the “Underground railroad” which
provided refuge and protection for fugitive slaves. The meaning of sanctuary was reappropriated in
the context of the Vietnam War. Draft resisters and other people who opposed the war entered
church sanctuaries to dramatize the immorality of the United States involvement in Vietnam..
Several decades later, beginning in 2007, the New Sanctuary Movement took shape among coalitions of congregations in major cities throughout the country. As immigration raids in neighborhoods
and work places escalated in a climate of political paralysis for immigration reform, these congregations opened their doors to provide refuge to those facing deportation. Under a policy set by the
Obama administration, Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents are supposed to avoid churches and other "sensitive locations.”
THEREFORE, as faith community leaders, we call upon our public officials and all citizens to
acknowledge and respect the long tradition of sanctuary.
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A LIC E IN WO NDE RLA ND

March 17 – April 2, 2017
World Premiere Adaptation!
Recommended for all ages!
An original adaptation by Kate Ayers of the most famous and enduring children’s classic.
It is full to the brim with whimsical charm, and unsurpassed silliness. Follow Alice down
the rabbit hole through a series of progressively “curiouser and curiouser” events.
Directed by Jen Ryle
Adaptation by Kate Ayers
Based on the book by Lewis Carroll
PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN PERFORMANCE
Thursday March 23, 2017 7:00pm
(no online sales, cash or check at box office starting at noon day of show)
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN—BLINTZAPALOOZA!
Sunday, March 26TH from 10am—2pm our friends and neighbors
at Temple Beth Hatfiloh will be hosting their world famous Blintzapalooza! Don’t know what that is?
First, where have you been?! Sorry—no judgment! You are in for
a treat! Blintzapalooza is TBH’s blintzes, bagels and books event.
You’ll find amazing food, great people, used books and fun! And, it
gets even better! All proceeds go to a local non-profit. So, enjoy the food and buy more
books—all for a great cause!
8
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Virtuoso Arts presents TENTS: A New Musical by Terry
Shaw. March 2-4 @ 7pm and March 4-5 @ 2pm at the
Timberline Theater.
Tents is a story of stories—stories that take the audience
into a homeless encampment to hear about the lives of 8
residents. You will laugh, cry, and be inspired as you
experience the stories of real people in this new musical
by composer Terry Shaw. Terry Shaw is also the director
of the Olympia Choral Society.
For more information, send an email to:
virtuosoartsoly@gmail.com

Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

The Disciples Women’s Ministries
will meet on March 1, 2017 in Koinonia Hall for a
sack lunch and provided dessert.
Hostess:

Peggy Frazier

Study:

Deb Dick

F e b ru ar y :
Katherine & Pat Ely
Peggy Frazier
Edrie Harrington

We will continue our theme of the Bible study “Biblical

Jenny Heddin

Hospitality”.

Mia LaCroix
Shirley Reeves

CITY OF LACEY ETHNIC CELEBRATION
TH

Saturday, March 11 from 10am—6pm at Saint Martin’s University
Marcus Pavilion. Free Event for the whole family! Music and dancing
from many different groups. Food, crafts and activities from many,
many more! This annual community event is sponsored every year
by: City of Lacey, North Thurston Public Schools, Saint Martin’s
University, and the Nisqually Tribe.

9th Annual Dance to Make a Difference Charity Gala

benefiting Family Support Center of South Sound
March 11, 2017
The Kenneth J. Minnaert Center for the Arts
Save the date for the 9th Annual Dance to Make a
Difference Charity Gala featuring dance companies
from across the Puget Sound. The reception begins
at 6:00pm and includes a light dinner, dessert, wine
and live music. The performance on the main stage
follows at 8:00pm. We will hold a silent auction
and raffle. All net proceeds from the event will be donated to this year's chosen charity
Family Support Center of South Sound. http://www.washingtoncenter.org/event/studio-west-dance-

Helena Wilson
The Disciples Women’s Ministry would like to thank
those who helped in the memorial reception for Joyce
Gillie. The set-up, food donations and clean-up helped to
make the day special. THANK YOU!
All women of the church and friends are invited and
welcome to all DWM events!

MAR. 5

—Edrie Harrington

MAR. 12 KEN HALL & DEAN
GREGORIUS

360-438-5018

KAREN FERGUSON

MAR. 19 LYLBURN & MELISSA
LAYER
MAR. 26 VAL KARJALA &
DANITA ROSS

guild-dance-to-make-a-difference/
12

Schedule for Fellowship
in March:
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BOARD OPENINGS!

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
JANUARY 2017
Fiscal Year
July 2016 - January
2017

January 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income

$11,502.52
3,718.88

Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

(15,487.45)
($266.05)

Mission - Gwinwood
- Other Outreach

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$70,926.78
18,167.74
12,791.59
(107,098.05)
($5,211.94)

$200.00
$162.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $3,005.00
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of
$55,151.54. At the end of January 2017 there is a deficit of $5,211.94. Actual
expenses are at 54.70% of the total annual budget or 3.63% under budget. Revenue
is at 72.45% of the estimated annual income. 76.15% needed to cover the current
deficit.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

$92,969.19
$616.64
$10,550.25

$10,000 donation from Out of the Woods dissolution.
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Have you ever wondered what being on the board at the church means? Are you interested
in other ways to serve? We have a couple of openings coming up on our new board. As
you probably know, the elections for the board take place by ballot in June each year.
This year, two positions are open, as our wonderful property chair, Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
and our equally wonderful Vice-Moderator, Pat Ely are choosing not to continue in their
respective roles. Interested in more info? Contact Rachel Crum: 360-515-6483
Here’s a description of the property chair position:




Schedule appointments with plumbers, electricians and other repair companies.
Obtain bids for major repair jobs, such as roofing, furnace, painting, sewer, storm water etc.
Meet with repair persons to explain work to be done or to give them access to
building if Administrative Assistant or Custodian are not available.
 Work with Church Building Custodian to schedule regular maintenance of
furnaces, thermostats, etc. shampooing, etc.
 Purchase needed supplies
 Piano and organ tuning
 Work as needed on other property issues such as insurance, Fire Department inspections, etc.
Work with Grounds Custodian to provide supplies, tools and plants for maintaining
the church grounds.
 Work on retaining wall and other stone pavers needed around the grounds
Monitor and purchase coffee and paper supplies for fellowship time.
Work with volunteers
 Secure volunteers to attend work parties to do periodic cleaning, painting, and repairing
 Schedule custodians and volunteers to fill baptistery as needed.
 Secure volunteers to plant flowers in planters on deck and on front porch areas.
Work with Interfaith Works Shelter
 Respond to repair issues in Interfaith Works Shelter based on items that are permanent and
need to be maintained, but not for items that are broken by shelter staff or residents.
 Read the sub meter on the basement furnace monthly and figure cost to charge Interfaith
works (Mary does this now)
General Board Responsibilities
 Attend monthly General Board meetings.
 Provide monthly Board Reports and Newsletter articles regarding repairs completed and need
for future repairs.
 Keep ongoing track of Property Budget to assure staying within the budget.
 Sign checks for the church office
Time requirement
 This really varies as it depends on the project that is being worked on or the emergencies that
happen in the building - on average at least 2 hours per week.
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