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Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 9TH

Maundy Thursday
April 13TH @ 6:30pm

FCC IN APRIL

MISSION OF THE MONTH—APRIL
DISCIPLES MISSION FUND—EASTER OFFERING
Through your care and compassion, your gift makes it
possible for your Global Ministries partners in Lesotho, a
tiny land-locked country in southern Africa , to provide
Qiloane Primary School with a roof and walls to keep out
the rain.
Your gift of concern makes it possible for National Benevolent
Association to call together people with common interest in
health and social services projects from feeding the hungry to
addressing mental health issues and more.
With your gift, the Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries, North American Pacific/
Asian Disciples and National Convocation can each provide connection and conversation for
their communities. Thank you. And there is more!



HOLY WEEK



OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE



GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGISTRATION
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Prayer Vigil
Thursday, April 13TH—Friday, April
14TH

Prayer Walk
Friday, April 14TH @ 4pm

Easter Sunday
7:30 am—Gwinwood
8:30 am—Breakfast
10:00 am—Service

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

Facebook has not so subtly reminded me of something I used to not need reminding. It is national book week. Every year during this week there is a practice that has become a tradition. Someone posts the following blurb as their post.
"It's National Book Week. The rules are: grab the closest book to you, turn to page 56, post the 5th
sentence as your status. Don't mention the title. Copy the rules as part of your status," followed by
the quote from a book. I enjoy this practice. It offers a glimpse into what others are reading or at
least have on their shelves. I relish the opportunity to be introduced to some new author, or reminded of a familiar author, reacquainted with a classic. Each year I participate. As I gleefully grab the
closest book to me I am always surprised by the fact that I am a little nervous. "What will this say
about me? What will people think? How will I be judged? " But, I allow these thoughts to pass knowing
that it's just a glimpse. A bit of a connection.
In honor of national book week I thought it would be fun to share with you a blurb from one of
my books by one of my favorite authors. It is not in compliance with the Facebook rules. It is not
the 5th sentence on the 56th page. But it does speak to something I have been reflecting on during Lent - Longing, courage, wisdom, strength. As we move closer to the cross and to resurrection
I invite you into a deeper reflection. What do you long for? What do you need from Spirit/God to
have the courage, wisdom and strength to reach allow that longing to be heard?
“For me, trees have always been the most penetrating preachers. I revere them when they live
in tribes and families, in forests and groves. And even more I revere them when they stand
alone. They are like lonely persons. Not like hermits who have stolen away out of some weakness, but like great, solitary men, like Beethoven and Nietzsche. In their highest boughs the
world rustles, their roots rest in infinity; but they do not lose themselves there, they struggle
with all the force of their lives for one thing only: to fulfil themselves according to their own
laws, to build up their own form, to represent themselves. Nothing is holier, nothing is more exemplary than a beautiful, strong tree. When a tree is cut down and reveals its naked deathwound to the sun, one can read its whole history in the luminous, inscribed disk of its trunk: in
the rings of its years, its scars, all the struggle, all the suffering, all the sickness, all the happiness and prosperity stand truly written, the narrow years and the luxurious years, the attacks
withstood, the storms endured. And every young farm boy knows that the hardest and noblest
wood has the narrowest rings, that high on the mountains and in continuing danger the most
indestructible, the strongest, the ideal trees grow."

Walk. Give. Change the world.
Did you know FCC-OLY is participating in Crop Walk again this year? We are getting our
team together! We need walkers, folks to cheer us on, and of course, people to make
donations! We’ll have a sign-up sheet beginning Sunday, April 2ND. We can also use help
getting the word out. So, put it on your Facebook page, send out emails!
37th annual Thurston County CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, May 7.
This fund-raiser is held to raise money for local, national and global hunger relief. The
best part is that one quarter of the money stays right here in Thurston County and is distributed to various groups active in hunger relief in our community.
We are looking for walkers, donators, and a head recruiter for the First Christian Church
team. Are you excited to join in? Please contact Rachel Crum if you are interested in
volunteering as a recruiter.
We have registered our team and have our own url to share with folks who want to walk
or donate: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/olympiawa/fccoly
You can learn more about the CROP Hunger Walk and share this video here.

Hermann Hesse, Bäume. Betrachtungen und Gedichte
Journey Well,
Amy
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OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club meeting will be
Thursday, April 27 TH at noon. We will be
sharing what we’ve each been reading! So,
come ready for a great discussion and you’ll
get some new books to add to your reading
list!

So….how are you feeling today?
7-Apr

Kathleen Alviar

10-Apr Sophie Alviar
11-Apr Larry Fisher

For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson, 253-301-4287

29-Apr Karen Ferguson

H AVE

SOMETHING TO

CELEBRATE THAT’S NOT A BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY?

There will be a board meeting at 6:00 pm on
TH

Wednesday, April 12 in the library.

Is it? Yahoo!! It’s spring!!! Or? Oh great…it’s spring….harrumph!!

PLEASE LET MARY KNOW, AND
WE ’ LL ADD IT IN THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER !

It can be hard to decide on some mornings. The daylight hours are getting longer, except it is hard to tell when the rain and clouds are hanging around all day. The temperature is staying closer to the 50’s during the day, but it sure feels damp and chilly all
the time.
On the one hand, March has had only two completely dry days all month, the rivers are
swollen, the unpaved driveways, fields and yards have turned into ponds and we are
still on that Lenten journey.
On the other hand, the birds are singing in the morning, the daffodils are blooming, the
ducks are enjoying the impromptu ponds, the Skagit Valley is looking forward to a
spectacular tulip season (due to the cool rainy weather) and Easter is coming soon .

If you have any questions, please contact
Rachel Crum, 360-459-2601 or email:

EASTER LILIES

recrum57@gmail.com

There will not be an elder’s meeting in April. If
you have any questions, please contact Si Sarton,
360-259-5463 or email: sssarton@aol.com

Once again, Easter
lilies will be available. If you would
like to honor a
loved one, we will
take orders in the
office. The names will be on a card
with the lily, as well as listed in the
bulletin.

So maybe we have to choose how we want to feel today. Do you see the gloom and
rain? Or the birds and the flowers? Do you see that there are still two whole weeks of
Lent to drag through? Or that there are only two weeks left until Easter and resurrection?
Of course, God is about more than how we feel, or about the weather, or about all the
plants and animals. However, since God put us and everything else into the world, why
not enjoy God’s blessings, even if it is raining…….again…….
—Rachel

If you’d like one, please let Mary
know by Thursday, April 13TH.
14
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Prayers of the People

ONGOING IN LENT

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
We are continuing to meet each Wednesday in
Koinonia Hall for a Lenten soup and bread
luncheon at 11:30 am. We will share a meal
and a time of study and prayer. There’s a sign-up
sheet for soup and bread. To ensure most people
can participate, we’re asking for the soup not to
be canned and that it’s as low-sodium as possible.
Our final luncheon will be Wednesday, April 12th.

Worship Preparation
Sunday, April 2:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45
Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday:
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Matthew 21:1-11

Each Thursday evening in Lent we are also
continuing to meet in Sacred Space at 6pm
for a shared meal, music and fellowship. It’s a
very relaxed, fun, and supportive atmosphere.

Sunday, April 16—Easter:
Acts 10:34-43 or
Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4 or

My father's funeral was the Saturday before Palm Sunday. I was in my early twenties and
his death was totally unexpected. That Easter was the first time I really understood the
hope that comes with Easter. I finally "got" it! Before that I thought I had "gotten" it. After
all the Resurrection was the basis of my faith and the celebration of
Easter meant a lot to me. I guess it takes some people a while to catch
on........that would be Me! It is amazing that the need for something
makes you appreciate it, and yes........get it! Just a thought.
— Debbie

4

We give thanks:

Sunday, April 23:
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
Sunday, April 30:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35



Ellen is home.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:


Peggy Frazier is ill.



Mindy’s friend, Ani and Ani’s husband,
Randy who is caring for her.



Ruth’s son, Scott.



Edrie Harrington as she recovers from
surgery.



Traveling mercies for Sophie Alviar and
friend Maddy as they come from WSU
home.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
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Called to Serve in...

April 2 —
April 9 —
April 16 —
April 23 —
April 30 —

APRIL

Elders
Robert Smith
Karen Ferguson
Nell Carlson
Pat Ely
Rachel Crum

Taking Communion to Home Bound
Judy Gregorius
Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
April 2 — Ken Hall
April 9 — Jenny Heddin
April 16 — Mindy Chambers
April 23 — Lylburn Layer
April 30— Katherine Ely

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
April 2: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
April 9: Mindy Chambers
April 16: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
April 23: Helena Wilson
April 30:

Team 3—
Mindy Chambers
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar
Coffee Hour:
April 2 — Debbie Arney
April 9 — Ellen Cholski
April 16 — Jeb Thornton organizing
Easter Breakfast
April 23 — Judy Gregorius
April 30 — Judy Bushell & Mia LaCroix

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER VIGIL
For centuries Christians around the world have paused for
vigilant prayer marking the time from the last supper to the
morning that Christ rises from the dead. In recent times, many
global churches, including ours, practice a 24 hour prayer vigil
on Good Friday. The idea is for us to pray uninterrupted,
typically in one hour shifts, passing the prayer torch from person
to person throughout the night and day. This year we again join
Christians around the world in pausing for 24 hours of prayer on
Good Friday with a few modifications that allow for practical matters of safety and logistics.
Join in as we faithfully live our values of being welcoming, inclusive, and increasingly
aware of our connection to ALL of God’s people!
When: Thursday, April 13, beginning at 8pm, until Friday, April 14 at 8pm.
Where: At home OR in the sanctuary (9 am to 5pm)*
The sanctuary will be open to the community for prayer and meditation from 9 to 5 on
Good Friday. All are welcome, no sign-up is necessary! For those who want to participate
in our traditional 24 hour vigil, sign up is available at the church or by calling Mary in the
church office. Please note this year’s vigil will be done from home except for the hours of
9 to 5. A prayer station will be set up in the sanctuary and materials will be available
online for those praying from home. Questions? Call Karen Ferguson 360-918-3746.
EASTER BREAKFAST, A NEW COMER TO THE TRADITION
Hi group,
I get to organize the Easter Breakfast this year, yet I have never been before and could use
some help. I now have the recipe for Father Tim's Breakfast Casserole (thank you, Joanne!).
Here is what I do not have:
1. Any idea what the event looks like.
2. How many people do we plan to have?
3. People to bring dishes.
4. People to help at the event.
If you can help me with any of these areas please email me at jebstir@hotmail.com.
Thank you so much JEB
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HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday, April 9TH
This year our palm fronds are from a sustainable nursery. We
will

Thursday, April 13th — Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 pm in
Koinonia Hall. We come to the Table together each Sunday. This
special service is where the Table was first established. Join us!
Thursday, April 13TH at 8pm to Friday, April 14 TH we will have our
annual prayer vigil. We pray for our community, our country, our
world. We will be joining churches all over the country, who are also in
vigil during this 24-hour period.
This year’s vigil will be a little different. Pleas see page 5 for more
information.

Imagine this:
Worship that lifts your soul.
Stories that touch your heart.
Educational resources to assist your congregation in ministry.
Conversations that stretch your mind.

Prayer Walk—Friday, April 14TH at 4pm Good Friday Prayer Walk.
We’ll meet on the steps of the church (on 7th Avenue). We will
walk and pray for our community.
Sunday, April 16TH—7:30 am Sunrise Service at Gwinwood
Camp. Join us lakeside at the outside chapel, as we greet Easter
early Sunday morning.
8:30 am Easter Breakfast—Koinonia Hall. We always have a
beautiful shared meal on Easter and this year is no different.
For more information, see page 5.

Messages that call you to action.
Connections that remind you that God’s family is bigger than a local congregation.
All this and more in five short days!
General Assembly will be July 8-12, 2017 in Indianapolis, Indiana. For more information,
and registration information, see the disciples site: http://ga.disciples.org/
You’ll find more information, including about housing options and rates. Interested?
Others will be going to—so you can make new friends there while you deepen some
friendships from right here! Early registration ends April 1 ST.

10:00 am—Easter service
6
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Northwest Pacific Ballet—Sleeping Beauty

Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)

Our very own Ashley Adams will be performing in
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

Northwest Pacific’s production of Sleeping Beauty!
You can see the performances May 12—14. You can
get more information and tickets here:
https://balletnorthwest.org/1017-2/

The Disciples Women’s Ministries group will join

M ar ch :

the Lenten Luncheon at 11:30 in Koinonia Hall on

Karen Ferguson

Wednesday, April 5 TH . After the luncheon, we will
Come and see Ashley as one of Princess Aurora’s friends!

Book Discussion

head to Sacred Space to continue our study,
“Biblical Hospitality”, led by Jan Carlson.

Dean Gregorius
Ken Hall
Val Karjala

All women of the church are invited to the DWM

Lylburn & Melissa Layer

meetings and All are welcome!

Danita Ross

—Edrie Harrington

Starting Sunday, April 2, Orca Books
together with the Black Alliance of
Thurston County will be hosting the
first in a three-part discussion group
on The New Jim Crow by Michelle
Alexander. The event begins at 2pm,
509 4TH Avenue East, downtown
Olympia.

360-438-5018

Schedule for Fellowship
in April:
APRIL 2: DEBBIE ARNEY
APRIL 9: ELLEN CHOLSKI
APRIL 16: EASTER BREAKFAST
ORGANIZED BY JEB THORNTON

APRIL 23: JUDY GREGORIUS

“Through a web of laws, regulations, and informal rules, all of which are powerfully
reinforced by social stigma, they are confined to the margins of mainstream society
and denied access to the mainstream economy.”
― Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow
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APRIL 30: MIA LACROIX &
JUDY BUSHELL
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
FEBRUARY 2017

February 2017
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$7,911.52
2,654.18

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

(15,940.16)
($5,374.46)

Mission - Week of Compassion
- Other Outreach

A LIC E IN WO NDE RLA ND

Fiscal Year
July 2016 - February
2017
$78,838.30
20,822.59
12,791.59
(123,234.60)
($10,782.12)

Through April 2, 2017
World Premiere Adaptation!
Recommended for all ages!
An original adaptation by Kate Ayers of the most famous and enduring children’s classic.

$469.49
$370.00

It is full to the brim with whimsical charm, and unsurpassed silliness. Follow Alice down
the rabbit hole through a series of progressively “curiouser and curiouser” events.

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $3,844.49
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of

Directed by Jen Ryle
Adaptation by Kate Ayers
Based on the book by Lewis Carroll

$55,151.54. At the end of February 2017 there is a deficit of $10,782.12. Actual
expenses are at 62.94% of the total annual budget or 3.73% under budget. Revenue
is at 72.96% of the estimated annual income. 87.63% needed to cover the current

Spring Arts Walk & Procession of the Species

deficit.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

$92,983.65
$636.64
$10,550.25

$10,000 donation from Out of the Woods dissolution.

April 28th and 29th it’s time for Olympia Spring Arts
Walk! Arts Walk will take place Saturday, April 28TH
and Sunday, April 29TH. You can see our very own
Ellen Cholski’ s work at Popinjay’s, 414 Capitol Way
South.
The Luminary Procession will be 9:30pm on Friday,
April 28TH. The Procession of Species parade will be
Saturday, at 4:30pm.
The Dragon Boat festival will be all day Saturday,
April 29th at the Port Plaza.
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