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BLOCK PARTY—SPLENDID TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—OCTOBER

FCC IN OCTOBER




Interfaith Works promotes interfaith understanding, and serves the
community through charitable, social and educational endeavors. It has a
long-standing history of bringing the human and financial resources of our
faith communities together with business and government agencies for the
benefit of those in need.




1ST BLOCK PARTY A SUCCESS!
PROPERTY PROJECTS!
DWM C H R I ST MA S
L U N CH E O N P LA N S !
NEW CLASS STARTING!
RETURN OF RABBI, PASTOR,
AND SEMINARIAN!
First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org
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Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday,

Greetings,

October 27 TH at 1:30 pm in
the library. We will

Fall is my favorite time of year. Don't get me wrong I love Spring for it's freshness and
new life, signs of rebirth; Winter for the opportunity it offers to hibernate, reflect,
regroup; summer for its pure joy and light, the abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables,
warmth, and activity. But Fall is my favorite. It dances between seasons offering a taste
of summer - with days of full sunlight - a kiss of spring - with the arrival of new vibrant
colors - and a nod toward winter - with the dropping of temperatures, as well as leaves.
It is in the fall that the trees achieve the height of their glory. The irony of course
is that they will soon drop their leaves and become barren. The blooms of the
daisy, lily, hydrangea, daffodils, and other flowers of spring and summer long
since fallen into shadow. Receding into a place of waiting. Waiting. Waiting. Perhaps
even longing. Longing for the return of light. Waiting to receive the rains which bring life.
Waiting for nutrients of the soil to wake up and revive them once more. Waiting. In the
waiting they do their part. They rest. They prepare. They do the quiet un-noticed work to
prepare for new leaves, new blooms, new life. They do not seem to mind that the old will
never return. Content to have been a part of something that will continue through
another round of seasons - perhaps, even, more.
It's fall. It's glorious. Shall we prepare ourselves for new life?
Rev. Amy Walters LaCroix

discuss The Garden of
Evening Mists by Tan Twan
Eng. Deb Dick will lead our discussion.
For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson.

Lylburn Layer
Elaine McDonald
Melissa Wallace
Judy Gregorius
Peggy Frazier
Sharon Lindley
Miriam Doran
Elsie Kunze
Gayle Wilson
Nell Carlson
Laura Smith
Ariana Ulrich

YOU’VE WAITED AND WAITED…
It’s been a long time coming, but the latest
edition of the directory is finally here!
What you’ll find: new board members’
names and titles! New prayer chain info!
New members’ names & contact info! Pet
addendum with our 4-legged family
members!

14-Oct Greg & Nancy King

H AVE

You can pick up your copy and use the plastic
binder bar from your old one. If you see
something that needs to be changed—never
fear—we are already working on the next
update!
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4-Oct
5-Oct
5-Oct
8-Oct
13-Oct
13-Oct
17-Oct
19-Oct
20-Oct
22-Oct
22-Oct
31-Oct
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SOMETHING TO

CELEBRATE THAT’S NOT A BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY?

PLEASE LET MARY KNOW, AND
WE ’ LL ADD IT IN THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER !

Prayers of the People
We give thanks:
 Thanks that Jerrod is out of the hospital.
Worship Preparation



Joy for love and life in grandchildren



For church team who helped raise money
for suicide prevention

ND

Sunday, October 2 :
Lamentations 1:1-6
Lamentations 3:19-26 or
Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
TH

Sunday, October 9 :
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66: 1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
 Children for healing from violence.


For those affected by police shootings:
victims, police and families.



Those affected by shooting in Burlington



For Sidewalk whose funding is running short
so they cannot help people in the way they
have been able to. Also for those working
at Sidewalk.

Sunday, October 23 RD:
Joel 2:23-32
Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14
Sunday, October 30 TH:
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12;
Luke 19:1-10

—Debbie Arney Co-Moderator



For family of Karen’s brother who is dying of
cancer.



For Amy and other faith leaders as they lead
us in difficult times.

I was asked to write a little blurb on the Block Party so here I go.



For Dean and Judy’s neighbor, Merle, who
has been diagnosed with cancer.

What stuck out the most about the day is the people who are experiencing homelessness
that came to hang out and felt excepted and very welcomed.



For Danita who has two health concerns:
her elbow and her lower back.



Family of Marlene Cooper and in particular,
her husband, Lynn. Marlene passed away
on Monday, Sept. 26, 2016

Lizbeth and I were the ones cooking the hotdogs, Hamburgers and at the end veggie burgers (which were a hit by the way). Something that so many of us take for granted, made
their day to have something to eat, a place to hang out, visit and just relax and enjoy the
fun.

TH

Sunday, October 16 :
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:17—4:5
Luke 18:1-8

Give them a chance! Have you ever been so irritated with someone that you had trouble
speaking with them? I have!! I know you find that hard to believe...........just kidding. If
you really look at that person you find the fault might be your own. I think at times I need
an excuse to be irritated. I had a roommate once that used to say, " I'd rather be
mad!" Sometimes forgiving and moving on feels better than " being mad". So give that
person another chance. God does! Just a thought from Debbie.

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list. If there is a change in
their condition please let us know.
Judy Gregorius: 491-6453 or
deanandjudy39@gmail.com
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Hello Everyone,

Though we did not have the turn out like we hoped, everyone that volunteered along
with the people that did show up looked like they had a fun time enjoyed the festivities
and I feel that it was a successful event. Looking forward to the planning of next years
block party.
Stay tuned!!!!
Mia
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BOARD MEETING RECAP—September 14, 2016

Board Members present: Rachel Crum, Karen Ferguson, Pastor Amy LaCroix, Mia LaCroix,
Si Sarton, Pat Ely, Katherine Ely, Debbie Arney, Lizbeth Martin-Mahar, Jenny Heddin
Updates
The board agreed to close the Lighthouse savings account.
Rachel reported on what was under the red carpet in the church sanctuary, entry and
library. She reported that the red carpet was installed over hardwood floors because
the hardwood floors needed to be repaired. The hardwood floors were a dark
colored hardwood floor. The board discussed the possibility of removing the carpet
maybe in sections but it was decided to table the issue until more thought is given
to how to pay for new carpet or repair hardwood flooring.
QuickBooks has been purchased to replace the CDM accounting software.
Discussion items
Warming Shelter proposal from Interfaith Works:
The Board discussed the letter from Interfaith Works which proposed to have
First Christian Church host the Warming Center on the weekends from November 1, 2016 until the opening of the Community Care Center targeted to
be opening by Feb. 1, 2017.
Kedda Keough of Emmaus Catholic Community Church presented her views on
having the Warming Center at First Christian Church. She had concerns about
having the Warming Center at our church on Sunday mornings. At times,
there can be a lot of people congregating in the kitchen area which caused
quite a bit of noise for the ECC church service going on in Sacred Space. Kedda appreciated the frank discussion that the board was having on the Warming Center in the future at our church.
The Board discussed ways to engage other downtown churches in hosting the
warming center. It would be better to have more churches hosting the
warming center besides United Churches and First Christian Church. We discussed modeling the warming center after the cooling centers which had
more churches participating and the homeless residents could go to various
locations so the number of residents at the cooling centers was not as large
as the warming center which grew to as many as 140 people last winter.
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Called to Serve in...

OCTOBER

Elders
Oct. 2 — Leah Wilson
Oct. 9 — Nell Carlson
Oct. 16 — Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
Oct. 23 —
Oct. 30 —

Taking Communion to Home Bound
Team One:
Team Two:

Debbie Arney
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar

Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
Oct. 2 — Ken Hall
Oct. 9 — Jenny Heddin
Oct. 16 — Katherine Ely
Oct. 23 — Lylburn Layer
Oct. 30 — Communion by Intinction

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Val Karjala
Helena Wilson
Team 3—
Katherine Ely
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Greeters
Oct. 2: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
Oct. 9:
Oct. 16: Mia LaCroix & Don
Hutchings
Oct. 23: Helena Wilson &Barb
Reynolds
Oct. 30:

Team 4—
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier
Danita Ross

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BOARD MEETING RECAP—September 14, 2016, Cont:

The church board also considered what would happen if no other church steps
up to help host the winter warming center
The church board acknowledged the problems with hosting the warming center on Sundays with the noise in the kitchen disturbing the Emmaus church
service and the lack of ability to use K-Hall for coffee hour after church.
According to the Interfaith Works letter, the neighbors near our First Christian
church might not welcome having the Warming Center again during the
week so that is why they were proposing to have us host the Warming Center on weekends.
Pastor Amy and Jenny Heddin will be meeting with Meg Martin of Interfaith
Works next week to discuss this Warming Center proposal further and will
report back to the church board.
Options they are considering….
Not hosting the center on Sundays
Make hosting the center on Sundays temperature sensitive so it
would not be every Sunday morning
Have the kitchen off limits to warming center residents to
reduce the noise
Lessons learned from the Labor Day Weekend Block Party
The board discussed the good points and some ideas to improve future party
ideas
The block party feed more than 120 people but we needed more food so in the future
we need to focus more on getting more food and people to contribute it
Don’t have it on Labor Day weekend again and maybe have it on a Sunday
afternoon after church
In the future, we need more advertising and marketing of the event
Don and Jan Carlson are thrilled to announce their first great-grandchild! Their granddaughter, Sarah and her husband, Mark welcomed Ezra James on September 13 TH! He
was 7 1/2 pounds, and 21 inches long. As you can see, mom, great-grandmother, Jan,
and Ezra James are all doing well. Off camera, Mark and Don were doing well too! We
wish them great joy!
16

In the future, we need to have a clear leader of this event and we need to put a
limit on the expenses and stick to a budget
Katherine said the painting of the Communion kitchen is almost finished and it really
cleaned up the room and it looks great!
Lizbeth told the board about the proposal from Meg Martin that the emergency
homeless shelter staff will install a hand rail down the parking lot on the side of the
church building. The shelter is paying for the installing of the rail for their homeless
5

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BOARD MEETING RECAP—September 14, 2016, Cont:

residents. The board agreed to let the shelter install a railing.
Lizbeth said she would bring a “capital project” list for the board to consider at the
next meeting so everyone was clear on what is planned for building repairs and
what we have a budget for this upcoming year

The United Churches of Olympia
Presents in concert
Dr. Douglas Cleveland, organist

Sunday, October 23, 2016 at 3:00 pm
Donations accepted as you are able
The United Churches of Olympia
110 Eleventh Ave. SE
Olympia, WA

Pat and other church members have wanted to replace the outside railroad
ties in the back forming retaining walls with cement blocks before the aging railroad ties give way. This is going to be the next project before the
weather turns bad.

Advent devotionals have been ordered and
will be here soon! Advent—believe it or not—
isn’t that far off! This year, Advent begins
November 27 TH!

What: Screening of ‘Under the Gun’
Where: The United Churches of Olympia
When: Thursday, October 20th, 6:30 p.m.
Following the film we will hear from Lonnie
and Sandy Phillips, the parents of a young
woman who was killed in the Aurora, CO
movie theater shooting.
Also information about I-1491.

The BRIDGE Returning soon!
The BRIDGE will be returning will be
returning in November! More information
will be coming soon!

THE EVENT IS FREE.
Contact: thurstongunsense@gmail.com
Thurston Alliance for Gun Responsibility
http://gunresponsibility.org/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Webinar: Defying Hate: Addressing Hateful Speech and Polarization in
Our Communities and Schools—Oct. 4TH 1-3pm
An invitation from Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation:
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) is offering a free webinar – designed
to help people with specific examples of how we can defy hatred and bigotry in our
communities and schools today.
Join our conversation with experts from a variety of fields as we explore effective ways
of responding to public expression of bigotry and hate.
Don’t miss the webinar:
Defying Hate: Addressing hateful speech and polarization in our communities and schools
Tuesday, October 4, 4:00 p.m. ET
Register now at this link:
http://uusc.org/defying-hate-october-webinar
The webinar will be recorded for those who cannot attend live.

Turner Lectures will take place from Monday, October 3 RD at noon, to Wednesday,
October 5 TH at noon in Yakima. This year, attendees will have the opportunity to
hear Dr. Leah Gunning Francis speak on Ferguson & Faith: Sparking Leadership
and Awakening Community. Pastor Amy will be attending and will therefore by
out of the office Monday — Wednesday.

New Small Group Starting in November—Abundance Stewardship
A new small group will be starting in November based on Community of Prayer:
Stewardship Devotional by Bruce A. Barkhauer. This is a gift from the author to remind
us that “stewardship is a spiritual discipline as such I deserves a season of prayer and reflection, and listening to the voice God in our lives.” Each participant will be provided with
a devotional book, which has 29 daily devotions. The class will meet for 4 weeks.
More information and a sign-up sheet will be coming soon! Val Karjala will be facilitating!

OCT 8TH 11AM—5PM
OLYMPIA CENTER
222 COLUMBIA ST NW
OLYMPIA, WA
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Sunday, October 9TH—Guest Speaker
There will be an Elders’ meeting October 19 TH at
6:45pm in the church library. If you have any questions
about the meeting, please contact Si Sarton, 360-259-5463
or email: sssarton@aol.com

On Sunday, October 9th, Bruce Ammons will be our guest
speaker! Please join us as we look forward to hearing a great
sermon from Chaplain Bruce. Mark your calendars!

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
AUGUST 2016

OPPORTUNITIES!
Celebration of Ordination!

Have you ever wondered about serving
communion, taking up offering or greeting
First Christian Kent and Lacey Community
people? Have you looked longing at those
Church - will be co-hosting the Ordination
who serve, thinking, “Wow! I would love to
to Christian Ministry for Jeanette Larson on
do that!”—but you thought there was a
Oct. 30, 2016 at 4pm at FCC, Kent. Jeanette
special class or something you had to take
was approved for ordination by the
or there was talent portion of the contests
Commission on Ministry during their
so you shied away?
Sept. 16-17 meeting.
Guess what?!? We are looking for people
who want to serve—that’s it!
There will be sign-up sheets on the window
of the library so you can choose if there’s a
particular Sunday you’d like to serve (like
the first or the second for example) and
what you’d like to do.
We’re celebrating that we live and worship
in community —none of us can do
everything—and God faithfully reminds us
we need each other!
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Fiscal Year
July 2016 August 2016

August 2016
Monthly Giving
Other Income
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

Mission - Food Bank
- Other Outreach

$9,775.52
2,504.50

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

(15,785.67)
($3,505.65)

$16,650.21
4,698.38
12,791.59
(34,271.25)
($131.07)

$325.00
$133.00

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $606.00
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of
$55,151.54. At the end of August 2016 there is a deficit of $131.07
Actual expenses are at 17.58% of the total annual budget. Revenue is at 24.28%
of the estimated annual income. 16.67% would be the targeted amount for two months.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

$105,614.71
$355.16
$549.29

Amy's education loan balance - $448.49
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FCC PASTIMES

- MORE CHURCH FACELIFTS! WE ARE
LOOKING GOOD!
Back by popular demand! Our favorite trio
of quaffing conversationalists are returning
to their rightful place! I know! It’s not

First Christian Church

even Hanukkah or Christmas! Sometimes
Since our last
newsletter, we
have replaced our really old and rotten railroad ties outside with new stone
blocks. You will see a new stone retaining wall on the back side of the church.
Pat and Don have been working hard on this project and it is a huge improvement!
This needed infrastructure will give us more support for our back hill so we don’t lose a
lot of dirt to erosion each year. We will also have more space for planting flowers and
bushes.
You might have noticed a new railing along the church wall going
down the hill of the parking lot. The shelter paid for this
railing to make it easier for their residents to get up and
down the parking lot especially at night and when the
rains come again.
We hope to get a couple more outside projects completed while we still have decent
weather to work in. We need to repaint the parking spots to make them bigger and get a
storage unit for our outside landscaping tools. If you have any specific requests or ideas
for upcoming work parties or other property repairs, feel free to contact Lizbeth Mahar at
lizmahar@msn.com or 360 561-7255.
Lizbeth Mahar
Property Chair
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the world is just TOO GOOD!
WHEN: Thursday, October 13TH @ 7:00pm
WHERE: Three Magnets 600 Franklin St. SE

Sewer & Drain Project Update

WATCH OUR PROGRESS!

The total cost of the Sewer & Drain Project was
$50,775.82. $25,000.00 came from the
Lighthouse Gift and the rest was paid out of
our Money Market Savings. To date we have
received $19,900 from 89 donors. Donations
came from 5 faith community groups and 67
individuals from the broader community.
Seventeen donations came from our church
members including our Disciples Womens
Group. The faith community donors were
Interfaith Works, First United Methodist
Church of Olympia, the Olympia Unitarian
Universalists, The Nalanda Institute, and the
Buddhist 12-step group that meets in our
church. We received notes from donors
thanking us for what we do for those needing
safe shelter.
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Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)

DWM CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON!
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

The Disciples Women’s Ministries
meets in Koinonia Hall October 5 TH
at 11:30. We will eat a sack lunch, followed by
dessert, study and meeting.

Se pt e m be r:
Brenda Hatcher

Rachel Crum, and her friends, Kara and
Eric Peluso, who provided the cookies
and treats on Sunday, September 9TH!

Melissa & Lylburn Layer

In October our hostesses are Joanne Goodwin and
Billie Briggs. The study will by brought by Edrie
Harrington, based on Jesus feeding the multitudes.
All women of the church are invited and welcome!

Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
Si Sarton
Joyce Smith
JEB Thornton

—Edrie Harrington

DID YOU KNOW?
Fellowship Time
Would you like to help with
fellowship time? You can signup to host or you can co-host!

Wednesday, October 12TH in the library.

It’s a great way to show hospitality and love all. It’s also a
great way to get to know that
one person you haven’t quite
managed to shake hands with.

If you have any questions, please contact

Contact Mary: 360-918-3884

There will be a board meeting at 6:00 pm on

Rachel Crum, 360-459-2601 or email:

October is National Pastor Appreciation
Month? I know—I thought that was
every month!? This is our chance to
remind Pastor Amy, and other pastors
in our lives how thankful we are for
them!

Everyone is invited to join the DWM for the
Christmas luncheon to be held December
7TH at 11:30 am at 1751 Restaurant at
Panorama City. Joyce Gillie will be taking
reservations in mid-October. We will
order from the menu and need to give
the dining room manager a count of
expected attendees. Here’s a map link,
in case this is your 1st time: https://goo.gl/
maps/KFPhnuJzZuj
If you have questions, please feel free to
contact Edrie Harrington, DWM Leader
360-438-5018

mwybarra@gmail.com

recrum57@gmail.com
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