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MISSION OF THE MONTH—DECEMBER
Christmas Offering—Together We:








Provide camps, conferences and retreats where children and youth find hope and God’s
love in a community of faith that embraces all.
Revitalize existing congregations ad plan for new congregations.
Cal, commission and ordain new pastors.
Support and equip pastors and lay leaders for their ministries.
Provide resources and support to congregations and pastors.
Assist congregations and leaders to claim their unique mission and ministry.
Provide pastoral care for clergy and congregations.

Vol. 67 No. 12
December 1, 2016

FCC IN DECEMBER!


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE



DWM CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON



FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!



OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

701 Franklin St. SE
PO Box 2850
Olympia, WA 98507
Tel. 360-943-8025
www.firstchristianolympia.org
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Compassionate Hearts
Welcoming ALL People

Keeping
Christmas
Well

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

The Christmas Special Day Offering supports all of these and many other ministries of our
Region. Your generous gifts make the difference in our covenantal, shared ministries in the
Region, giving us a deeper hope that we can Believe Again that God is active in the world
through the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Open Minds

Capital Christian

701 Franklin St. SE · PO Box 2850 · Olympia, WA 98507-2850
Tel. 360-943-8025 · Fax: 360-236-0896
email: churchoffice@firstchristianolympia.org
www.firstchristianolympia.org

Christmas Eve service will begin at 7pm, with a preconcert at 6:30pm. The service will continue our Advent
theme of the Redemption of Scrooge. ALL are
Welcome! Join us and bring your friends & family!

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix
pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

This time of year is always a time of mixed emotions for me. On the one
hand it is dark. The days seem so incredibly short. It is rainy and cold and the
threat of snow looms. Most of the trees are barren. It is easy to slip into a
"funk" or depression, to feel lethargic or uninspired. (for many this is a very
real medical condition) On the other hand.....it is the season of Advent and Christmas
with messages of hope, and peace and love and joy. There is music and festivities. Family
and friends. There is the opportunity to build warm fires, to hunker down with a good
book or settle in for a night of binge watching Netflix, doing puzzles, playing games.......
How is the darkness treating you? How is your soul? Is this a friendly or fearsome darkness? I pray whichever you face you are able to hold the light of hope and you are able to
journey through this Advent season knowing that the light will return. New Life is waiting
for us.
I share this blessing written by Jan Richardson in her book Circle of Grace

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY
Our next book club
meeting will be Thursday,
December 8 TH at 1:30
pm in the library. We will
discuss Kindred by Octavia

2-Dec

Butler. The discussion will

Sylvia Harkness

14-Dec Isaac Wallace

be led by Jan Carlson.

15-Dec Millie Martel

For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson.

27-Dec Dorothy Smith
30-Dec Ashley Adams
30-Dec Don Carlson

A BLESSING FOR TRAVELING IN THE DARK
Go slow if you can. Slower. More slowly still. Friendly dark or fearsome, this is no place to
break your neck by rushing, by running by crashing into what you cannot see.
Then again it is true: different darks have different tasks, and if you have arrived here
unawares, if you have come in peril or in pain, this might be no place you should dawdle.
I do not know what these shadows ask of you, what they might hold that means you
good or ill. It is not for me to reckon whether you should linger or you should leave.
But this is what I can ask for you:
That in the darkness there be a blessing. That in the shadows there be a welcome. That in
the night you be encompassed by the Love that knows your name.
Blessings,

Sunday, October 23RD we started handing out
the new directories. I know that probably
seems like enough excitement—but there’s
more! We’ve added a staff page! So, if you
haven’t picked yours up yet, our you’d like
one with the staff page included, they’ll be
ready for you the 1ST Sunday in December!

15-Dec Dane & Jillian Henze
20-Dec Larry & Sherrie Fisher
26-Dec Lylburn & Melissa Layer

And, if right now you’re wishing you had
requested your info to be added to the
directory—never fear! We’re always updating
and a new edition will be out soon. So,
contact Mary in the office and we’ll get
you in the next one!

Amy
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H AVE

SOMETHING TO

CELEBRATE THAT’S NOT A BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY?

PLEASE LET MARY KNOW, AND
WE ’ LL ADD IT IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER !

Prayers of the People
We give thanks:


Worship Preparation

For this congregation who is small but have
big hearts.

Sunday, December 4 TH:
Isaiah 11: 1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

We pray for these new prayer concerns:

Sunday, December 11 TH:
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1-46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11



That we support the movement for
compassion as Amy wrote in her letter
to the editor.



For family of Erica Winkley, who died, (a
former student of Kathleen Alviar.)



Mindy’s mother in law, Mary Jean, who is
moving into assisted living.



People in Solidarity at Standing Rock.



Lutheran Church in Tacoma that was burned
due to arson.



For Cuba in the midst of the death of
Castro.



Healing for Joyce Gillie who had cataract
surgery on Dec 1.

Sunday, December 18 TH:
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
Sunday, December 24TH– Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)



For Mary who has health issues



For Pat Gallaher as he recovers



The family of Amy Anderson Turner who
died recently

I sit here thinking about the darkness around me. The sun has set....I think! It is hard
to tell. It has been raining all day. The wind is chilling, and the weather forecast is not
encouraging. I am chilled and anxious about the divisiveness and polarization of our
nation. It stresses me and terrifies many.
Fortunately we are anticipating Advent. I am anxious and excited. I guess having lost a
baby at birth, the coming of a birth can be very anxiety producing. Why am I anxious
about the coming of the" light of the world"? Am I afraid no one will notice? Am I
afraid it will not fix everything? Am I afraid it "won't work"?
But my heart replies: What if the birth of Christ had never happened? What if
there was no" light of the world" to focus on? I guess for now the thought of
the birth of Baby Jesus is more than enough to keep me going and to chase the
darkness away.
Just a thought!
—Debbie

Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
10

3

Called to Serve in...
One of the great parts about Sundays is connecting
with friends — those we’ve known for years and those
we’re just getting to know. One way we make that
time special and fun is serving coffee, and treats to
share. Just as we offer guests a light refreshment, it’s a
way of showing we care and enjoy each other’s company. If you’re worried it’s too complicated, or you’re not
sure what to do—never fear! Many of us that have
done it will be happy talk to you about it! It’s another
great way to get to know people! You do not need to
bring in much at all for treats. We are trying to keep
extra cookies in the freezer for coffee hour too so feel
free to use them Don't let the treats keep you from
volunteering to be a coffee hour host.
In December, we need a coffee hour host for Sunday,
December 4. On Christmas eve, December 24, if you
want to donate cookies for the after service, let the
church office know.
In addition, we would like to know who would be willing to host coffee hour once a quarter beginning in January 2017. If you would be willing to host coffee hour
once a quarter in 2017, please let the church office
know. We are trying to develop a 2017 coffee hour
hosting calendar. As a host, you will get reminders of
when you are scheduled to host coffee hour each quarter throughout next year. We will also announce in the
church newsletter who is scheduled to host coffee
hour in the upcoming 2 months. If you can't host coffee
hour on your scheduled Sunday, you can always switch
with someone else or let the church office know and
we can find a replacement for that Sunday. Again,
hosting coffee hour is meant to be easy, just making
some coffee and putting out some sweets which can
even be cookies from the church freezer or stash of
cookies.
We hope you will join us in hosting fellowship and
coffee hour after church.
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2016 FRIDAYS AT THE FIRST!
Our noontime concert series continues
with top-notch musicians providing
music for respite and restoration
during the hurried and harried days
before Christmas.
Dec. 2: Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble
and Friends
Dec. 9: The Chuck Stentz Saxophone
Quartet
Dec. 16: Itamare’ Brazilian Jazz
Ensemble
Dec. 23: Sylvan Consort: Violinist
Kathy Scarborough and Friends
The concerts are free; however, we
do encourage contributions for the
musicians. We begin with refreshments
in the library at 11:30. Concerts begin at
noon and last about an hour. If you
would like to be a greeter or provide
cookies for one or more concerts,
please call or text Leah Wilson at 360491-8508 or email LWilson372@aol to
sign up.

Elders
DEC. 4 — Nell Carlson
DEC. 11 — Lizbeth Martin-Mahar
DEC. 18 — Karen Ferguson
DEC. 24— Rachel Crum

Taking Communion to Home Bound
Team One: Pat & Katherine Ely
Team Two: Si Sarton & Danita Ross
Deacons
Team 1—
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Downing

Communion Prep & Cleanup
DEC. 4 — Ken Hall
DEC. 11 — Jenny Heddin
DEC. 18 — Katherine Ely
DEC. 24 — Lylburn Layer

Team 2—
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Helena Wilson

Greeters
DEC. 4: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
DEC. 11: Mindy Chambers
DEC. 18: Jessi & Rayanna Downing
DEC. 24: Helena Wilson

Team 3—
Katherine Ely
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar

Team 4—
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier

Coffee Hour:
DEC. 4 —
DEC. 11 — Jenny Heddin
DEC. 18 — Debbie Arney
DEC. 24 —
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Disciples Women’s Ministries
(DWM)
A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p r o vid e d f e llo w sh ip in

The Disciples Women’s Ministries
annual Christmas luncheon is
coming!
Christmas Luncheon—December 7TH
Panorama Restaurant-1751 Circle Ln. SE
11:30 am

N OV E M BE R:
Rachel Crum

There will be a time to share memories of December 7,
1941. After that, we will share a luncheon as we order
from the menu. Finally, we will end the event with some

Judy Gregorius
Dean Gregorius
Lizbeth Martin-Mahar

Christmas Carols!
Everyone is invited! See Joyce Gillie or Edrie Harrington
to sign-up if you plan on attending.
—Edrie Harrington

Fellowship Time
Just a reminder:
Don't forget to sign up to host
Sunday Fellowship time.

ASHLEY ADAMS IS PERFORMING IN THE NORTHWEST
BALLET’S PRODUCTION OF THE NUTCRACKER AT THE
WASHINGTON CENTER!
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There will be no board or elders’ meeting in December.
Instead, the board is inviting the elders and deacons, as
well as their partners or spouses, to a Christmas party on
Wednesday, December 14TH at Jenny Heddin’s house.
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If you have any questions or
have never hosted a coffee
hour but would like to,
contact Mary
360-918-3884
mwybarra@gmail.com

Did you know there are sign-up sheets on the library window for
folks who are willing to serve Communion, take up offering, or
serve as a greeter? You can choose to serve once or twice a
month or every few months—whatever works for you! It’s super
easy! It’s fun! It’s a great way to make sure you meet everyone!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

I bet right now you’re wondering who to talk to? Call or email Katherine Ely: 360-7059003 Katherineely5@gmail.com
GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
OCTOBER 2016
Fiscal Year
July 2016 October 2016

October 2016
Monthly Giving
Other Income

$10,404.69
2,600.24

Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

(14,508.02)
($1,503.09)

Mission - Interfaith Works
- Other Outreach

$195.00
$427.00

Annual Giving
Other Income
Foundation Distribution
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$33,611.42
9,443.71
12,791.59
(62,474.20)
($6,627.48)

Total outreach donations for the fiscal year - $1,555.00
The approved budget for the July 2016 - June 2017 fiscal year contains a deficit of
$55,151.54. At the end of October 2016 there is a deficit of $6,628.36.
Actual expenses are at 32.04% of the total annual budget. Revenue is at 39.71%
of the estimated annual income. 33.33% would be the targeted amount for four months.
Savings balance
Building Repair Savings
Memorial Fund

$96,442.38
$541.45
$549.50
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