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Have you met the new members of the board? Some
faces are familiar, and some you may not know as
well! We are so blessed to have so many willing
hands and hearts!

MISSION OF THE MONTH—AUGUST

FCC IN AUGUST

Donations to the Thurston County Food Bank keep our doors open and
our shelves full. One of the most common questions we hear is, “Would
you rather have money or food?” The answer is – BOTH! Monetary
donations to the Food Bank allow us to stretch your dollar by purchasing at food bank-only bulk rates that are much lower than the
retail prices.



NEW PEOPLE



DIRECTORY UPDATE



NOISY PEOPLE WANTED!



SLOW CHURCH WORKSHOP



POPCORN ON THE PORCH!

Did you know—Thurston County Food Bank supplies a large supply
of
fresh produce grown right here in our community? Did you know
that in addition to fresh food, TCFB also provides nutrition classes, to increase nutrition
awareness and reduce food waste? Did you know that a huge refrigerated warehouse
was opened in Tumwater—increasing the quantity of fresh food that can be made available?
Wondering how to help? The Thurston County Food Bank is always looking for
volunteers and of course, money to help finance all the work they do. We are
blessed to have this amazing resource in our community! Let’s show our support!



REBECCA’S ORDINATION

ON

BOARD!
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Debbie Arney

Lizbeth MartinMahar
Building

Jenny Heddin
LOFT

Karen Ferguson Katherine Ely
Worship

Deacons

Amy’s Corner

Rev. Amy LaCroix

NEW DIRECTORY—NEW PICTURES!

pastoramy@firstchristianolympia.org

I love the quote by Margaret Mead (famous cultural anthropologist,
1901 -1978) because it is both true and inspirational.
"Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world.
For, indeed, that's all who ever have."
It fills me with such hope. It reminds me of why following in the way of Jesus, living the
Gospel - not just claiming to be a Christian - is so important and worthwhile in my life.
Think about it....we follow Jesus who changed the world with 12 disciples.
Ministry is and will always be about knowing the context. Understanding what God is
calling us to in this time and in this context. Our context is changing, therefore we
must be prepared to serve in this new time. Downtown is radically changing. More
market rate housing is going up, more people are moving into our neighborhood,
more businesses, more diversity of thought and ideology, of needs and desires, of
social status. We are smack dab in the middle of it. How shall we respond? How is
God calling us to respond? Are you ready to listen? Are you willing to lay your fear,
worry, world view and privilege aside in order to listen for and to hear God? Are you
ready to create even more space for the Holy Spirit to move? Are you ready to be we?
The board will be meeting on August 6th for a day long retreat. We will be asking ourselves
these very questions along with "how can we be effective leaders in a rapidly changing time?
How do we best serve the needs of a changing congregation? Please pray for us as we gather
to discern God's call. Pray for us as we gather to grow in our faith and service. Pray for us as
we accept the challenge to lead.
Soon there will be new opportunities for each of us to share in the ministry of our congregation.
While the board is busy preparing themselves to be the best leaders they can be this year I am
asking you to prepare too. In the context of prayer begin to think about your gifts, your needs,
your hopes. How can you serve? What do you need to fill you spiritually? What gifts would you
share?
I am excited beyond words. We are in an amazing place. What an honor it is to serve. Let's move
forward with joy, hope and love. Let's not be overwhelmed by those in the world who would
have us live in fear. We know.....we know.......we know.....that in God all things are possible. Let's
live that truth. Through our faith, our love, our service we can change the world.
In Love

1-Aug

14-Aug Dale Curfman
14-Aug Aurora Goodwin
21-Aug Sam Shepard
Do you want to update your directory information
or picture? Are you reading this and thinking, “Wait
-there’s a directory?” If so, have we got a deal for
you!
We will be updating our directory! That means y’all
get the chance to update your information! Some
folks have mentioned they would like a new picture
for the directory as well. Whether it’s a new
picture or updating information or getting
listed for the first time—just let Mary know
and we’ll find a time before or after service.
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22-Aug Pat Ely
25-Aug Val Ayers
25-Aug Robert Smith

3-Aug Barbara & Jack Reynolds
4-Aug Frank & Joanne Goodwin

But wait —there’s even more excitement—we’re
adding an addendum for “The Pets of FCC-Olympia”!
We will be adding your pet’s name and birthday to
our Pet Page. Just email the office a picture of
your 4-legged family member, their name and
birthday.
Have questions? Want more information?
Just ask Mary!

Amy

Joanne Goodwin
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15-Aug Dick & Karen Nye
17-Aug Gene & Janet Dolan
26-Aug James & Kathleen Alviar
26-Aug Dean & Judy Gregorius
29-Aug Amy & Mia LaCroix

Worship Preparation
Sunday, August 7 TH
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
Sunday, August 14 TH
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Luke 12:49-56
Sunday, August 21 ST
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
Sunday, August 28 TH
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Prayers of the People

"POPCORN ON THE PORCH"

We give thanks:
 For Lizbeth Martin-Mahar and all the work
she does as Property Coordinator
 That Rachel saw Mary and Gary Lloyd.
 Thanks for the good job managing the Union
Gospel Mission
 That Debbie Arney is safe at home after trip
to Nice, France.
 For the worship team that plans worship
and touches the heart.
 For Visiting Nurses Program that provides free
wheel chairs and other health equipment.
 For Joyce Smith for her long time service to
our children.
 That God has a different plan for our lives.
 That Lloyd Stone was worshiping with us
 That Helena’s son and granddaughter will
be visiting soon.
 That Karen Ferguson has had time with her
grandbabies and her daughters.
 That Karen Nye was worshiping with us
 That Ralph will have a granddaughter
 That we are having a cool summer.

The 87th annual Pet Parade is just around the corner: Saturday, August 20.
That means Alleluia! Handbell Ensemble is gearing up to welcome parade
goers with free popcorn on the front porch at First Christian Church. We
invite you to join us in welcoming little ones and their parents who
come by for refreshments, a quick tour of the sanctuary, or a vital "rest
stop." Your help and hospitality is appreciated that day any time between
8:00 am and noon. If you can't be at the church but would still like to help
out, you may contribute a case of bottled water. Any donations received
from the public go into the church's handbell fund. For more information,
call or text Leah Wilson, 360-491-8508, or email LWilson372@aol.com.

We pray for these new prayer concerns:
 Jack Reynolds who had dental procedure on
Friday.
 For our country and the world.
 That we remember that we are connected
one to another; we are one body of Christ.
Note: The prayer group considers prayer
requests received via a prayer card or
attendance card as confidential and are not
included on this list.
14

SLOW CHURCH WORKSHOP
Root ourselves in the pace and place of our neighborhoods.
Saturday, August 6TH 10am — 4pm
First Presbyterian Church—2936 Rockefeller Ave. Everett
Jointly sponsored by the Northwest Region and Our Common
Table (Everett), this workshop will discuss how to root ourselves "in the pace and place of our neighborhoods." And to
"spur our imaginations with a rich vision of the holistic, interconnected, and abundant
life together to which God has called us."
Slow Church offers the invitation to slow down, grow deep roots, and orient our churches
toward living creatively and transformatively in our neighborhoods. Slow Church is a book and a movement - to root ourselves "in the pace and place of our neighborhoods." And to
"spur our imaginations with a rich vision of the holistic, interconnected, and abundant life
together to which God has called us." Author John Pattison and his wife Kate Stokes Pattison, who are living Slow Church with a small congregation in Silverton, OR, will join us to
spark our imaginations on how our churches and our tradition can impact and be impacted
by our neighborhoods. John will facilitate conversation around "Slow Church," and as we
dream about what our specific congregations can do in our own contexts, Kate will equip
us with a powerful tool: asset mapping. We have a group planning to attend—spaces open!
More info at: http://www.disciplesnw.org/slowchurch
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Called to Serve in...

AUGUST

Elders
August 7 — Ellen Cholski
August 14 — Si Sarton
August 21 —
August 28 —
It's really hard to forgive sometimes. As some of you know, I just returned from Nice,
France. I was there for a Zonta convention and I wanted to spend a little extra time
there. Yes, I was there during the terrorist attack. It was a bit of good luck that I was not
on the boardwalk that awful night.
I was safe in a nearby village with several of my college friends. When I first heard
the news, I was horrified and frightened. As the shock wore off, I became very angry. How dare someone do such a horrendous deed - 87 dead and over 100 injured? How
could God let him do that? But then I began to think: Fortunately or unfortunately, our
life choices are our own. I have a life choice to forgive the terrorist or not to forgive the
terrorist.
After seeing the palpable grief of the local villagers, it is extremely hard to forgive
that man. I think I will be working on it for a while! It is hard not to judge people isn't
it? It is hard to turn the other cheek isn't it? For God's Kingdom to work, though, our
choices have to be based on love! Another reminder to us - live each day to the fullest! Merci!

Taking Communion to Home Bound
Team One:
Team Two:

Deacons
Team 1—August 7
Ken Hall
Dorothy Smith
Jessi Downing
Rayanna Henry

Communion Prep & Cleanup
August 7 — Ken Hall
August 14 — Jenny Heddin
August 21 — Katherine Ely
August 28 — Lylburn Layer

Team 2—August 14
Jenny Heddin
Don Hutchings
Val Karjala
Helena Wilson

Greeters
August 7: Elsie Kunze & Judy Bushell
August 14: Ruth Boschker
August 21: Mia LaCroix & Don
Hutchings
August 28: Helena Wilson &Barb
Reynolds

Team 3—August 21
Katherine Ely
Don Hutchings
Mia LaCroix
Judy Gregorius
Team 4—August 28
Lylburn Layer
Edrie Harrington
Peggy Frazier
Danita Ross

—Debbie Arney
Co-Moderator
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Helena Wilson & Danita Ross
Judy Gregorius

Sound System & Video
Kathleen Alviar
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TAKE FLIGHT
with PASTOR AMY
Looking for some fun this summer? FCC-Olympia is part of a great community with lots
of fun for everyone! In addition to the free concerts in the Sylvester Park (see page 11),
Here are some other fun ideas:

DISCUSSION OF
CONTEMPORARY
ISSUES
FROM A

It’s time for the Thurston County Fair! August 3—7 there will be animals to see, crafts to
admire, “food” to eat, music to enjoy, and of course, rides! If you’re new to the area,
the fairgrounds are right on Carpenter Road in Lacey. There’s parking at Woodland
Elementary School—right down the street.

FAITH
PERSPECTIVE

4:30 PM SATURDAY

Tumwater Valley Golf Club —Free movies
Lacey—Cinema on the green

on Friday nights in August:
TH

showing of movies at Huntamer Park.
Movies begin at dusk. August 6TH they are
showing “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens”. Bring your blanket &
snacks—or you can buy snacks there.

Aug. 5 — “Ant-Man”
Aug. 12TH— “Kung-Fu Panda 3”
Aug. 19TH— “Zootopia”
Aug. 26TH— “Star Wars: The Force Awakens”
Seating begins at 7:30—movies begin at dusk.
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JULY 30TH
&
AUG. 27TH
UNCORK & UNWIND
324 CUSTER WAY SW
TUMWATER
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CELEBRATION!
You are invited to celebrate with
Rebecca Sumner as she is Ordained
to Christian Ministry on Sunday, August
7TH. The service will be held at Our
Common Table, nested in First
Presbyterian Church, 2936 Rockefeller
Ave, Everett. Festivities begin with a
potluck dinner at 5 pm, service at 6 pm.

A special thank you to the
following people who graciously
p ro vid e d f e llo w sh ip in
July:
Kat e Aye r s
Judy Bu sh e ll

All are welcome! For planning, please RSVP to
rebecca@ourcommontablechurch.org is appreciated.
Ordained ministers are invited to wear red stoles.

Judy & D e a n G re g o riu s
Ke n H all
Bre nd a H at che r
Val Karjala & Danita Ross
M ar y W . Y b a rr a

Fellowship Time
Ruth Boschker has moved! She’s
really excited and very happy with her
new place and appreciates all the
prayers of support!
Her new address is:

Just a reminder:
Don't forget to sign up to host
Sunday Fellowship time.
If you have any questions or
have never hosted a coffee
hour but would like to,
contact Ellen Cholski

3415 12th Ave. NE Apt. 213

360-790-4757

Olympia, WA 98506
Her phone number is the same as it was:

emcholski@gmail.com

360-754-1136
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

BUSHELL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

An excerpt from an email from Heesook Yoo in response to a
request for information about our Bushell Scholarship recipients.
I have been to the Regional Assembly, held at FCC in Clarkston on
May 20-22. It has been such a blessing and an honor to work for
the region! While working as the Moderator-Elect for the last two
years, I have found the Northwestern people truly humbled and honest about their faith
with the compassionate hearts for our neighbors. At the Regional Assembly, I became the
Moderator of the Northwest Region. Thanks to all the help from many staff and Rev. Sandy
Messick, I was able to learn and manage all the work of the regional board. I just had the
executive committee conference call last week and it was such a good time to know all the
work that our churches have been doing and to discuss things around us! I really
appreciated all the work and the talk!
In the last academic year, I had a great opportunity to work as an intern in our church,
Mannam Christian Church in Everett! I spent a great time to teach our youth group, to lead
the Bible study, and to preach! What an amazing grace given to me! As I served for our congregation,
I learned that my character, integrity, and compassionate heart for others would matter
most while serving God's ministry. Because the Bible is always good, how I live out the
word of God will ultimately speak. I really appreciated our pastor Hong's guidance and
encouragement as well.
During this summer, I am planning to work, to take classes, and to participate the national
gathering of regional moderators in Indianapolis and the NAPAD (North American/Pacific
Asian Disciples) conference in Oakland. As I share the vision of the Northwest Region with
Disciples in other regions, I hope I could see and bring the greater vision of God's mission
and ministry!
Thank you so much for your encouragement through your generous scholarship and being
in touch with me.
I hope you a great summer.
Peace and Love,
Heesook Yoo
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Disciples Women’s Ministries (DWM)
The Disciples Women’s Ministries will resume monthly luncheons on
Seekers class will be
starting up on Sunday,
Sept. 4 TH after service.
More information coming
soon!
HEY-WANT TO MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE?

OVER BOOKED LITERARY SOCIETY

We're looking for some noisemakers! In
addition to our "Choir from the Back"
we're looking for.... anything! Musicians,
Singers, Tambourinists, Kazooists,
Hummers, Dabblers to Professionals! You
name it- We can find room in our service
for you! Even if you haven't played your
instrument since 7th grade, dust it off and
give it a try! Why not make some noise!

Our next book club meeting
will be Thursday, August 25 TH
at 1:30 PM in the library.

Contact Kate Ayers 317-413-8570

Please join us as we discuss
The Woman in the Photo by
Mary Hogan.
Nancy Nelson will lead the study.
For more information about the book club,
please contact Jan Carlson.

ayerskate36@gmail.com

There will NOT be an Elders’ meeting in
August.
The Bridge will be on a break for a few
weeks. We will be emailing info on
opportunities for social events —so
stay tuned!

If you have any questions about the
meeting, please contact Karen Ferguson:
360-918-3746 ladyferg1@yahoo.com.
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Wednesday, September 7th. Join us at 11:30 am in Koinonia Hall for a
brown bag lunch. Fellowship, friendship, and dessert will all be provided!

—Edrie Harrington

GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT
JUNE 2016
Fiscal Year
July 2015 June 2016

June 2016
Monthly Giving
$8,871.52
Other Income
2,502.96
(13,611.25)
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)
($2,236.77)
Mission - Assistance Fund
- Other Outreach

Annual Giving
Other Income
Budget Expenses
Over (Under)

$107,192.08
44,470.20
(175,081.26)
($21,182.21)

$266.00
$255.14

The approved budget for the July 2015—June 2016 fiscal year contained a deficit of
$33,643.63. At the end of the year, the deficit was $23,418.98, 30% less than estimated.
Actual expenses were 96.29%, 3.71% lower than the budgeted amount. The actual budget
Revenue was 102.34%, about 2% higher than estimated.
Savings balance
$98,541.10 (used to cover income shortages)
Lighthouse gift balance
$105.16
Memorial Fund
$549.29
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